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LIFE OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS 


WITH AN ELEGANT HEAD. 


ARY STUART, whofe beauty 

has beenas muchextolled as her 
misfortunes have been lamented, was 
born in the royal palace of Linlith- 
gow, on the 14th of December, 1542. 
ythe death of her father James V. 
which happened a few days after her 
birth, this princefs was left under the 
protection of her mother, who was 


the eldeft daughter of Claude, duke of 


Guife, and who had been before mar- 
ried to Louis, duke of Longueville. 
Scotland about this period being a 
prey to contending factions, and the 
profpeét of a long t minority gi ing the 
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Scotch fufficient reafon to dread the 

ambitious views of their nei; Abate 

it was thought expedient by the Queer 
Dowage fr, to convey M: iry to France, 
where ‘fhe was educated in the court 
of Henry IT. Though then only fix 
years of age, the opening } powers of 
her mind, and her natural d ifpofition 
afforded the ftrongeit hopes o fher fu- 
ture cap acity and merit. As the en- 
creafed in years, the graces of her 
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perfon became more confpicuous,while 
her mental endowments received ad- 
ditional luftre from an excellent 
education in the moit brilltant court 
of Europe. After being taught to 
work with her needle, and in tapeftry, 
fhe was inftructed inthe Latin lar ou- 
age, which we are told, fhe under- 
ftood with an accuracy very uncom- 
mon for perfons of her high rank. At 
an early period, fhe is faid to have pro- 
nounced with great applaufe, before 
the whole court, a Latin harangue, in 
which fhe proved that it was not un- 
becoming the fair fex to Galtivate 
letters and to acc guire learning I 
plied alfe with great fuccefs to the 
ftudy of the Fre neh, | talian and Spa- 
nif, which fhe {pols 2 not only with 
propriet r, but with fluency and eafe. 
ed cee danced with an en- 
ern fulne “fs, and fhe had 
ade confiders ole progrefs in paint- 
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torians of that age reprefent mite as 
one of the moft beautiful and accom 
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lithed princeffes that ever appeared 
in France ; all zgree in celebrating 
the luftre of her eyes, the delicacy of 
her features and complexion, as well 
as the elegance of her figure. So 
many charms in a youthful princefs, 
could not fail to warm the imagina- 
tion of the poets of the day. She was 
therefore made the fubject of many 
panegyricks,and Du Bellay, Baif, Ron- 
fard and others, have extolled her 
graces and accomplifhments, with all 
that vivacity whichis peculiar to the 
French writers. 

The Queen Dowager, who had been 
induced to fend Mary to France, for 
the fecurity of her perfon, being 
warmly attached to that nation, both 
by blood and inclination, ardently 
wifhed to bring about a marriage be- 
tween her daughter and the Dauphin, 
fon of Henry II. Amiable as the 
Queen of Scots was, then in the 
bloom of youth, and confiderable as 
the territories were, which by fuch 
an union would have been added to 
the French monarchy, Henry was at 
firit averfe to the accomplifhment of 
this plan. ‘The conftable Montmo- 
rency had oppofed it with all his 
power and influence. He had re- 
prefented the impoflibility of preferv- 
ing peace and tranquillity among a 
reiilefs and warlike people, during the 
abfence of their fovereign, and he had 
advifed the king to beftow the young 

ueen upon one of the princes of the 
flood, who by refiding in Scotland, 
might preferve it, as an ufeful ally to 
France. Every remonftrance was, 
however, ineffectual; the charms of 
Mary had infpired the Dauphin with 
a violent paffion, and the marriage 
was accordingly celebrated with great 
pomp and magnificence, inthe church 
of Notre-Dame, at Paris, on the 14th 
of April, 1558. 

Henry II. dying the year follow- 
ing, Mary and her hufband mounted 
the throne, on which, though they en- 
joyed all the exterior fplendor of 
royalty, they poffefled very little real 
authority. France was at that time 
a prey to the ambition of the Guifes, 
who, taking advantage of the King’s 


age, had got the reins of government 
into their hands, and ruled in fuch a 
manner as beft fuited their intereft or 
their inclination. 

By their inttigation, as Elizabeth 
had been declared illegitimate by 
Henry VIII, Mary and her hufband 
aflumed the title of King and peo 
of England, an imprudent ftep, which 
gave much offence to Elizabeth, and 
which, perhaps, paved the way for 
that tragical {cene which clofed the 
unfortunate life of Mary. Francis, 
however, did not long enjoy this vain 
title, he was cut off in the flower of 
his youth, after a fhort reign of fix- 
teen months, 

This event, added to other caufes of 
chagrin, plunged Mary into the moft 
inexpreftible forrow. Neglected by 
the Queen mother, and forfaken 
by the tribe of courtiers, who ap- 
pear only during the moments of 
profperity, fhe thought of feeking in 
folitude that confolation which fhe 
could not find in the midit of a court, 
whereevery object reminded her of her 
former fituation; and fhe retired to 
Rheims, to give vent to her grief, or 
to conceal her indignation. 

Though Mary was earneftly requeft- 
ed to return to her diitraéted country, 
which, on the death of her mother, 
was left without a regent, and ex- 
pofed to all the outrages and violence 
of faction, fhe feemed in no hafte to 
gratify the ardent wifhes of the Scotch 
nation. Accuftomed to the elegance 
and fplendor of a polite court, fhe 
ftill fondly lingered in France, rumi- 
nating upon the difmal profpects which 
the turbulence of her fubjects and 
the barrennefs of Scotland prefented 
to her view. The impatience how- 
ever of the people, the perfuafions of 
her uncles, and, above all, the mor- 
tifying neglect with which fhe was treat- 
ed by the Queen mother, induced her 
to think of undertaking this journey, 
and of being reconciled to her fate. 

In order that fhe might be fafe from 
the infults of the Englith ficet, Mary, 
before fhe embarked, fent M. ph bi 
to requeft of Elizabeth a fafe conduct 


during her voyage, ‘This favor, which 
decency 
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decency alone would induce one 
Sovereign to grant toanother, Fliza- 
beth refufed, and in fuch a manner as 
gave ftrong reafons to fufpeét that fhe 
intended either to obftruét the paflage, 
or to intercept the perfon of the Scot- 
tifh queen. 

Though this ungenerous conduct 
excited the indignation of Mary, it 
did not retard her departure from 
France. When fhe left Paris, fhe was 
accompanied to St. Germains by 
Charles IX. Catherine de Medicis, 


the King of Navarre, and other pers, 


fons of diftinétion: there the royal 
family of France took leave of her, 
and fhe fet forward for Calais, where 
fhe embarked in a manner fuitable to 
her dignity, as the Queen of two 

owerful kingdoms. Six Princes of 
peed her uncles, and many of 
the French nobility, were in her re- 
tinue. When fhe afcended the gal- 
ley that was about to convey her to 
Scotland, her partiality for France 
appeared in a very ftriking manner. 
Her paft grandeur and happinefs, the 
stealcoes of the French Court, and 
the enjoyments of her infancy, rufh- 
ed upon her memory ; fhe burft into 
tears, and the fympathetic afliduity of 
her attendants augmented her inquie- 
tude. 

The firft obje& which prefented it- 
felf to her eyes, after quitting the 
harbour, was a veffel, together with 
its crew, fwallowed up by the waves ; 
an unlacky prefage, which ftill added 
to her dejection. The firlt day of 
her voyage, fhe continued on the 
poop of theveflel, with her eyes fond- 
ly turned towards the fhore, which 
fhe had quitted, and while it appear- 
ed to recede from her view, fhe cried 
out, * Farewel, dear France, farewel, 
*‘ enchanting country, I leave thee, 
** never more to return.” With frequent 
and heart-felt fighs fhe repeated this 
exclamation ; and when the arrival of 
night deprived her of a view of the 
beloved fhores, fhe ordered her couch 
to be brought upon deck, and defired 
the pilot to awaken her at the break of 
day, in cafe the coaft of France 


fhould ftill be in fight, Her orders 
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were flriGly executed ; a calm had 
prevented the galley from making way, 
and fhe had again an opportunity of 
indulging her forrow. A favorable 
wind however fpringing up, and a 
thick fog fucceeding, fhe fortunately 
efcaped the fquadron of fhips, which 
Elizabeth had fent to intercept her in 
her paflage, and after a few days fail, 
arrived in fafety at the port of Leith, 
on the roth of Augutt, 1561, having 
been abfert from her native country 
nearly thirteen years. 

Mary was received by her fubjects 
with every mark of affection, and 
with every demontftration of joy ; but 
as her arrival was unexpected, and as 
no preparation had been made for it, 
they could not conceal from her the 
poverty of the country. Accuftomed 
from her infancy to fplendor and 
magnificence, fhe could not help ob- 
ferving the change in her condition, 
and it was vifible to all thofe around 
her, that fhe was greatly aifetted 
by it. 

Never did any Prince afcend the 
throne at a period which required 
more firmnefs and moderation. The 
ferment occafioned by relfgious dil- 
putes, of all others the mott difficult 
to be calmed, had not then fubfided. 
The nobles by the abfence of their 
Sovereign, had been accuftomed to 
independence. A ftate of anarchy 
had prevailed in the kingdom for two 
years without a regent, and without 
any regular form of government ; a 





licentious fpirit, the natural confe- 
quence of fuch misfortunes, had {pread 
among all ranks of men, an 
glith, from being enemies, had grown 





into confidence with the nation, and 
had gained an afcendancy over all its 
councils.» Such was the fituation of 


affairs in Scotland, when the adminif> 
tration fell into the hands of a Queen, 
from whofe age and inexperience little 
could be expected; but the pradent 
meafures with which fhe began her 
reign were well calculated to aug- 
ment her popularity, and to refore 
tranquillity to her dominions. Ac- 
cording to the plan which had been 
concerted in Frarice, Mary commit- 
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ted the adminiftration of affairs entire- 
ly to proteitants ; her council was 
compofed of the moft eminent perfons 
of that party, and not a fingle papift 
was admitted into any degree one 
fidence. Happy had it been for her, 
had fhe purfued the fame wife plan 
of condutt ; fhe might then have pre- 
vented thofe misfortunes, which 
brought her to an untimely end, and 
which raifed momentary fentiments 
of compaffion, even in the breatls of 
her enemies. 

OF all the paffions which infeft the 
human breaft, or difturb the repofe 
of mankind, none has produced more 
tragical effects than love ; and there 
is no object, however exalted, which 
men will not flatter themfelves with 
the hopes of enjoying, when their 
reafon is difturbed by its delufive 
dreams. A circumftance which oc- 
curred foon after the Queen’s return to 
Scotland, affords a ftriking proof of 
the truth of this obfervation. Chate- 
Jard, a gentleman of family in Dau- 
| y, nearly related to the Chevatier 
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ea 


ayard, had been introduced to 
ty. He poffeffed an agreeable 
figure, and much vivacity; was a man 
of polifhed manners, and had the 
talent of making verfes, all which, 
together with his affiduity, and atten- 
tion to pleafe, recommended him to 
the Queen, and fhe feveral times did 
him the: honor to dance with him. 
Emboldened by this flattering mark 
ef favor, and inflamed by the power 
of her charms, he became violently 
in love, and inftead of ftifling’ this 
dangerous paffion in its birth, fuf- 
fered it by indulgence, to grow too 
powerful to be checked by the dictates 
of prudence. Refolved upon facrifi- 
cing his fafetv to the gratification of 
his defire, this infatuated man enter- 
ed the Queen’s apartment, and hav- 
ing concealed himfelf. under her bed 
till the approach of night, was difco- 
vered by her maids in that fituation, 
while her Majefty was undreffing. 
Though fuch an audacious attempt 
deferved punifhment, Chatelard was 
difmified only with difgrace, and re- 








ceived afterwards a pardon. On a 
fecond attempt, however, he was not 
treated with the fame lenity. The 
juftice which Mary owed to her own 
charaéter required that fhe fhouid 
inflict fome fevere mark of her dif- 
pleafure upon the perfon who had been 
guilty of fuch an offence ; he was ac- 
cordingly tried, and condemned to 
lofe his head, and this fentence was 
foon after put in execution. 

It can hardly be expected that a 
beautiful woman, who pofleffed one 
kingdom, and had a profpect of 
mounting the throne of another, 
fhould remain long without having 
offers of marriage made her. Mary 
had not continued much above two 
years in a ftate of widowhood, when 
feveral Princes folicited the honor of 
fo illuftrious an alliance. Ferdinand 
I. Empercr of Germany, fearing 
that if Mary fhould again choofea hul- 
band among the Princes of France, 
the fame vaft projects and ambitious 
defigns might be renewed which the 
French had founded on their former 
alliance with that Princefs, endea- 
voured to fecure the Scottifh Queen 
for his third fon, the Archduke 
Charles. Philip JI. folicited alfo in 
behalf of his fon Don Carlos, at that 
time heir of all thofe immenfe terri- 
tories which belonged to the Crown 
of Spain, and Catherine of Medicis, 
who dreaded the marriage of the 
Scottith Queen with any of the Auf- 
trian Princes, and who was afraid 
that thefe fplendid propofals might 
dazzle Mary, inftantly difpatched 
Cattelnau into Scotland, to offer her 
the brother of her former hufband, 
the Duke of Anjou, who foon after 
mounted the throne of France. All 
thefe offers were however rejected, 
Mary was averfe to any foreign alli- 
ance, which fhe knew would be difa- 
grecable to the Scottifh nation, and 
{he chofe rather to facrifice her own 
ambition, than alarm the fears of her 
fubjects. 

Queen Elizabeth too, who proba- 
bly wifhed to fecond her own views, 
and to amufe Mary, made a propofal 

of 
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of marriage, in favor of the Earl of 
Leicefter, to which Mary, with equal 
diflimulation, feemed at firkt to liften, 
but as fhe had now caft her eyes upon 
another object, the negociation of 
Elizabeth was never brought to a for- 
tunate iflue. 

The perfon to whom Mary had 
turned her thoughts, was Henry Stu- 
art, Lord Darnley, fon o f the Earl of 
Lennox. His father had been driven 
out of Scotland, under the regency of 
the Duke of Chatelherault, and had 
lived in banifhment twenty years. 
From the time that Mary began to 
think of forming a matrimonial alli- 
ance with this family, fhe entered in- 
to aclofer connection with the Earl ; 
fhe invited him to return to Scotland, 
and in order to facilitate this meafure, 
fhe called a Parliament, and procured 
a repeal of the act of forfeiture paffed 
againft him in 1545, by which he was 
reftored to the honors and eftate of 
his anceftors. 

In 1565, Lord Darnley arrived in 
Scotland ; he was then in the bloom 
of youth, and in beauty and grace- 
fulnefs of perfon furpafied all his cor 
temporaries ; he excelled in all thote 
arts which are calculated to command 

the attention of the fair fex, and Mary 

was of anage and difpofition to feel 
the power of fuch acomplifhments.— 
Though Elizabeth was fecretly no 
way, 3 erfe to this marriage, as it 
would free her from the dread of a 
foreign power, yet when fhe heard 
that it was finally agreed upon, and 
about to take place, fhe tefiified the 
utmott difp leafure. She threw the 

Countefs of Lennox and her fecond fon 
into the tower, feized upon her huf- 
band’s Englifh eftate, and without be- 
ing able to aflign the fmalleft reafon 
for this ftrange conduet, complained 
as if fhe had fuffe red the greatett in- 
jury. 

Mary, however, was determined to 
indulge her own inclinations. Darn- 
Jey’s beauty and accomplithments had 
made an entire conqueil of her heart, 
and notwithitanding the oppofition of 
reformers to this union, they were 

uarried on the 2gth of July, in the 
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Queen's chapel, according to the rites 
ot the Romith church. 

Mary’s condu¢t had Ah - erto given 
fatisfaé lion to her tubjets; but her 
alliance with the fail ily of Le ennox,who 
were fufpected of adhering to theca- 
tholic faith, created much uneafinefs ; 
and though Darnley, who now bore 
the title of King Henry, went often 
to the eftablifhed church, he could not 
by this exterior compliance fecure the 
confidence of the eccle: iaftics. Knox 
had the boldne fs to tell him from the 
pulpit, that God, for the punifhment 
of the people’s fins, was at to com- 
mit the power over them to boys and 
women. ‘The populace, inftigated by 
fuc hdoctrine, began to aflemble againit 
government fome of the principal 
nobility too were difcontented at fee- 
ing a new fet of courtiers engrofs all 
Mary’s favor and attention; but as the 
Queen was efteemed and beloved, and 
as the interefted views of the malecon- 
tents were pretty well known, their 
iufluence had very little effect. In the 
weiiern counties the Duke of Chatel- 
herault, the earls of Argyle and Glen- 
cairn, with fome others, collected 
their followers; Mary upon this, put 
herfelf at the head of a confiderable 

rmy, which fhe encreafed afterwards 

to the number of eighteen thoufand 
men ; the operations of the rebels were 
difconcerted by this formidable force, 
which they were unable to oppofe, 

they were therefore foon difperfed, 
and they fled with precipitation to 
En gland. 

Impreifions foon made are feldom 
of long duration; and accomplifh- 
ments which are merely fhewy, with- 
out any folidity, have not power to 
fecure a continuance of that love and 
efleem, which are only the inftanta- 
neous efiects of their e zzling f{plen. 
dor, Darnley, with all his exterior 
gualitic $5 Was aman of weak under- 


ftanding and v10 nee paffions. Intox- 
icated with his elevated Gitua itio n, and 
conce ite: } ( f his s oe , he afi “Ty 


his extracrdinary fucc fs to 
dittinguithed ‘im merit. Equally tri 
as vain, he beftowed that time 








attention which were due to youth, 














Ara rey ee 


6 Life of Mary, 


beauty, and royalty, objects capable 
of flattering the ambition of the moft 
afpiring, upon frivolous amufements, 
unbecoming the dignity of his ftation. 
His companions were fuch as had dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves rather by their 
vices than their virtues ; and he often 
indulged with them in the mof fhame- 
ful excefles of debauchery and riot. 
The affection of Mary for fuch a cha- 
racter could not be very lafting. Do- 
meftic quarrels broke out between 
them foon after their marriage ; and 
thefe were nota little fomented by the 
queen’s behaviour to David Rizzio, 
whom fhe treated with a familiarity, 
and admitted into a ihare of confi- 
dence, to which neither his birth nor 
his condition gave him the leaf claim 
orpretenfion. ‘This man was the fon 
of a mufician at ‘Turin, and having 
accompanied the Piedmontefe ambaf- 
fador into Scotland, gained admiffion 
into the _—* family by his {kill in 
mufic. Being of a fervile difpofition 
and infinuating manners, he ~ in- 
gratiated himfelf into favor; and 
though he was both old and ugly, the 
queen feemed to repofe peculiar truft 
in him. Her fecretary for foreign 
difpatches having fome time after re- 
turned to his native country, fhe pro- 
moted Rizzio to that office. In this 
fituation he gave fo much fatisfac- 
tion, that he became her chief confi- 
dant; he was confulted upon every 
occafion, and no favors could be ob- 
tained but through his interceffion. 
As thofe who rife from meannefs are 
in general apt to become infolent in 
their profperity, the haughtinefs of 
Rizzio, as well as his rapacity, foon 
rendered him odious to all the nobility 
of the kingdom. Little is neceffary 
to awaken fufpicions and excite jea- 
loufy in the mind of a weak man. 
Darnley was eafily prevailed upon to 
believe that Rizzio was the perfon 
who had ftole from him the queen's 
affections. His haughty fpirit could 
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not bear the thoughts of fuch a rival, 
and he inftantly refolved to get rid of 
him by violence. Having confulted 
with fome lords of his party, who 
ftill added fuel to his refentment, they 
encouraged him to difpatch Rizzio, 
and offered their affiftance. Mary was 
now in the fixth month of her preg- 
nancy ; and though this bloody tra- 
gedy mighthave been acted any where 
elfe, the kingchofe the queen’s cham- 
ber as a proper place for committing 
fucha deed, that he might give full 
fcope to his revenge, and have the 
malicious pleafure of reproaching the 
unhappy victim with his crimes before 
the queen’s face. 

George Douglas, natural brother to 
the Countefs of Lennox, the lords 
Ruthven and Lindfay, having fettled 
the circumttances of their plan, on the 
gth of March,* the Earl of Morton 
entered the court of the palace with a 
body of men, and took poffeffion of 
all the gates. While the Queen was 
at fupper with the Duchefs of Argyle, 
Rizzio, and a few of her domettics, 
the King rufhed into the apartment 
by a private door. Behind him was 
Ruthven in complete armour, follow- 
ed by three or four of his moft trufty 
accomplices. His looks, by 7 fick- 
nefs, had become horrid and ghaftly. 
Such an unexpected appearance ftruck 
Rizzio with terror; he readily conjec- 
tured that he was the devoted object, 
and ftarting up, retired in the utmoft 
confternation behind the Queen, of 
whom he laid hold, hoping that the 
refpect due to her perfon would fave 
him from deftruction. The confpira- 
tors had, however, proceeded too far 
to recede ; more armed men entered 
the chamber ; Ruthven drew his dag- 
ger, and with looks full of fury, com- 
manded Rizzio, in a ftern tone of 
voice, to quit that fhelter of which he 
was unworthy. Mary employed tears, 
threats, and entreaties to fave her fa- 
vorite ; + butall were ineffectual, he was 

torn 


566. 


+ Some authors have afferted, that Mary’s attachment to Rizzio arofe from a cri- 
minal intercourfe ; but fuch an opinion is fupported by no proper evidence, Even 
Buchanan, who was a ftrenuous partizan of her enemies, allowed that he was ugly, a 
guaiification which without doubt could not recommend him to a young handfome 
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torn from her by violence, and before 
he could be dragged through the next 
zpartment, the rage of the confpirators 
put an end to his life, his body being 

ierced with fifty-fix wounds, When 
Mary was informed of his fate, fhe 
ceafed her lamentations, and faid fhe 
would weep no more, but think of re- 
venge. The'affaifins, dreading Mary’s 
refentment, confined her like a prifoner 
to her palace, which they befet with 
armed men, and the King difmiffed 
all thofe who fhewed any inclination 
to attempt her refcue ; but though the 
accomplices of Rizzio’s murder foli- 
cited for pardon, Mary artfully de- 
layed complying with their requeft, 
and having by carefles and perfuafion 
gained the confidence of her hufband, 
no fooner were the guards withdrawn, 
than fhe prevailed upon him to efcape 
with her in the night time, and to 
take fhelter at Dunbar. Here Mary 
collected an army tao formidable to 
be withftood by the confpirators, and 
advancing to Edinburgh, obliged them 
to fly into England, where they lived 
in great mifery and diitrefs. Her re- 
fentment, however, was foon pacified, 
and they were afterwards perinitted to 
return into their own country, 

After the infult offered to her dig- 
nity by fo atrocious a deed, perpe- 
trated with a brutal ferocity, worthy 
of the darkeft and moft barbarous 
ages, it is not to be wondered at, if 
Mary’s affeGtion became entirely ali- 
enated from her hufband. She en- 
gaged him to difavow all conneétion- 
with the affaflins, to deny ‘any con- 
currence in their crime, and even to 
publifh this notorious falfehood to the 
whole world. Having thus madehim 
expofe himfelf to univerfal contempt, 
fhe treated him with the greateft dif- 
dain. She refufed to aflociate with 
him, and when he followed her to 
Alloa, a feat of the Earl of Mar, to 


Queen as a gallant. 
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which fhe had retired, fhe fuddenly 
returned to Edinburgh, taking every 
opportunity of fhewing her averfion 
to him, by the moft mortifying marks 
of difpleafure. He was permitted, 
however, to have apartments in the 
cattle of Edinburgh, which Mary had 
chofen for the place of her delivery, 
and where fhe was brought to bed of 
a fon, who afterwards mcunted the 
Englifh throne. While all ranks of 
people were rejoicing in this fortu- 
nate event, Mary’s averfion to Darn- 
ley encreafed every day. A new fa- 
vorite had now itarted up, to make 
the breach wider. ‘This was James 
Hepburn, Earl of Bothwel, defcended 
of an ancient and honorable family, 
who by his extenfive pofleflions, was a 
man of great power and influence inthe 
kingdom. When the confpirators 
againft Rizzio had feized upon her 
perfon, he had been principally in- 
{trumental in procuring her liberty, 
and the zeal and fidelity with which 
he had ferved her upon that occafion, 
made a deep imprefiion on her mind, 
and increafed the confidence which 
fhe placed in him. Bothwel, how, 
ever, was a man of profligate 
manners ; by extravagance he had re- 
duced himfelf almoit to beggary, and 
his immoderate ambition become 


; ea! ect : 
keener by a fenfe of his poverty, feem- 





s4 havea Gtead hen aa ET AS 
Cad (O nave fitteu iitin for uncer taning 
the mot defperate projects to repair 


his fhattered fortune. This man had 
acquired great afeendancy over Mary, 
and all her meafures were direfted 
by his counfel and authority. Reports 
of too intimate a connection between 
the:n were fpread, and thefle reports 
gained ground from the continuance 
of her hatred to her hufband. Darn- 
ley, indeed, was fo affected by the 
queen’s contempt, and the negle&t of 
the courtiers, that he once intended 
to retire privately into France or 





fon faciem cultus honeftabat fed facies cultum defrucbat, fays this 


author. In a book entitled, Le Livre de la mort et de la Reyne d Ecoffe, printed in 
1587, he is faid to be difgracié de corps, and in the fame work, it is obferved alfo, that 
he was in his old age when he made a figurein the court of Mary. Another auchor, 
Louis Guyon, who was aétually acquainted with Rizzio, fays, Il etoitaffez aagé 
et laid, d’une humeur morgne et mauvats plarfant ; mais d'une rare prudznee et fort habille 
dans les affaires. 
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Spain, and had attually provided a 
veflel to convey him thither. Some 
of the principal nobility who knew 
the queen’s difpofition towards him, 
propofed fome expedients for a di- 
vorce; but, whatever defire Mary 
might have of obtaining j deliverance 
from the caprices of her hufband, as 
fuch a meafure might open a new 
fource for cavilling, and afford Eliza- 
beth and her minitters an opportunity 
of difputing her fon's legitimacy, fhe 
determined rather to fupport her hard 
fortune than attempt to remedy it by 
fo dangerous an expedient. 

Whilft affairs were in this fituation, 
thofe who wifhed well to Mary’s cha- 
racter, and to public tranquility, faw 
with equal pleafure and furprize, fome 
fiint figns of a recanciliation being 
about to take place. Her hufband 
having failen dangeroufly ill* on his 
way to Glafgow, Mary went thither 
to vifit him, and whether the marks 
of affection which fhe fhewed upon 
that occafion were real or affe&ted,' it 
was evident to all around that fhe ex- 
prefled an uncommon concern for his 
fituation. Darnley, melted by this be- 
haviour, put himfelf under the pro- 
tection of the Quecn, and attended 
her to Edinburgh. She lived then in 
the palace of Holy-rood houfe ; but 
as the tumult and noife occafioned 
about the court might be injurious to 
him, in the prefent infirm ttate of his 
health, fhe had an apartment fitted 
up for him in a folitary houfe, called 
the Kirk of Field, which ftood at 
fome diftance. Mary here gave him 
frefh marks of her kindnefs and _at- 
tachment; fhe converfed familiarly 
with him, and lay fome nights ina 
room below him; but, onthe gth of 
February, fhe told him fhe would pafs 
that night in the palace, on account 
of the marriage of one of her fer- 
vants, which was to be celebrated in 


her prefence. A dreadful fcene foon 


* ichanan and Knox affert pofitive 


They tcll us 


and Buchanan adds, that Abernethy his phyfician, openly 
1 1 % r. ia 
others afin that his diforder was the {mall pox, and the reafon given by 


opinion; 


that the king’s body was covered all over 


after enfued. About two o'clock ii 
the morning the whole town was 
alarmed, on ee a loud noife, but 
their aftonifhment was greatly en- 
creafed when it was underftood that 
it had proceeded from the King’s 
houfe, which was blown up by gun- 
powder. The inhabitants ran to the 
place, where they beheld a horrid 
fpectacle. The dead body ,of the 
King, with that of a fervant, who 
flept in the fame room with him, were 
found in an adjoining garden, un- 
touched by the fire, and without any 
bruife, or the fmalleft mark of vio- 
lence. 

On the news of this murder, the 
imagination of every one was em- 
ployed in conjeGturing who had been 
the perpetrator of it, The general 
fufpicion fell upon Bothwel; and the 
indignation of the people appeared in 
the moft ftriking manner. Papers 
were fixed up in various parts of the 
city, openly accufing him of this 
crime, and pictures appeared to the 
fame purpofe. But the authors of 
thefe did not confine their accufations 
to Bothwel alone, the Queen herfelf 
was not fpared, and it was even infi- 
nuated that fhe had been acceflary to 
the murder. 

The Earl of Lennox, who lived at a 
diftance from the court, roufed by 
the report of his fons murder, wrote 
to the Queen, and implored juftice 
againft the affaffins, among whom he 
named the Earl of Bothwel, Sir James 
Balfour, and his brother, David 
Chaliners, and four others of her 
Majefty’s houfehold, all of them per- 
fons who had been mentioned in the 
bills poited up on the walls at Edir- 
burgh. He urged her to profecute 
the guilty with rigor, and to bring 
them to a fpeedy trial; and required 
that out of a regard to decency, and 
to encourage evidence to appear 
againit them, the perfons of the ac- 


‘ly, that this diforder was occafioned by poifon. 


with black putrid puflules ; 
declared this to be his 


fome for lodging the King at the Kirk of Field was, lett the young prince fhould 


catch the infe¢tion, 


culed 
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enfed fhould be committed to cuftody, 
or at leaft excluded from her court and 
prefence. With this requeft the 
Queen did not think proper to com- 
| 7 

ws the day fixed for the trial, 
Bothwel appeared, but attended with 
a formidable retinue ; befides a nume- 
rous body of his friends, he was fur- 
rounded by a band of armed foldiers, 
who marched with flying colors along 
the ftreets of Edinborgh. When the 
court was opened with the ufual. for- 
malities, an indiétment was pre- 
ferred againft'Bothwel ; and Lennox 
being called upon to make good his 
accufation, one of his dependants, 
Robert Cunningham, appeared in his 
name ; he excufed his mafter’s abfence 
on account of the fhortnefs of the 
time, which prevented him from af- 
fembling his friends and _ vaffals, 
without whofe affiftance he was 
afraid of oppofing fo powerful an an- 
tagonift; on this account he requefted 
the court to ftop their proceedings, 
and declared, that any fentence which 
fhould be paffed at that time ought 
to be deemed illegal. Bothwel, on 
the other hand, protefted againft de- 
lay; he produced one of Lennox’s 
own letters, in which he importuned 
the Queen to profecute the murderers. 
Cunningham's objeétions were over- 
ruled. No perfon appeared as an ac- 
cufer, no witnefles were examined, nor 
was any evidence produced againft 
Kothwel, the jury therefore under fuch 
circumitances acquitted him of the 
crime.* 

Twodays after the trial, a parliament 
was held, at the opening of which 
the Queen diftinguithed Bothwel, by 
appointing ‘him to carry the fceptre 


before her. Moft of the aéts paffed 
in this aflembly were calculated to fa- 
vor his ambition; he was continued 
in the poffeffion of his high offices.and 
obtained a parliamentary ratification 
of the place of keeper of Dunbar cattle, 
with the eftates annexed to it. In- 
toxicated by his good fortune, and 
trufting to his figure and accomplifh- 
ments, Bothwel now began to carry his 
views {till higher; but the method 
which he ma sar to accomplith his 
defigns evidently fhewed, that he 
was a rath man, who would facrifice 
every confideration to effect his pur- 
pofes, or that he had more than or- 
dinary reafons for confiding in the 
Queen’s lenity. Three days after the 
rifing of the parliament, Mary having 
gone to Stirling, to vifit her fon, 
Bothwel affembled his followers, and 
marching out of Edinburgh with a 
thoufand horfe, way-laid the Queen 
on her return, near Linlithgow, feiz- 
ed her perfon, and condutted her ae 
a prifoner to his caftle of Dunbar, 
where he forced her to yield to his 
purpofes. An outrage fo daring and 
unexpeéted, excited great indigna- 
tion among the people; but they 
were greatly aftonifhed to find that 
Bothwel, inftead of being difgraced, 
was taken into more favour than ever; 
that he received ‘a free pardon, for 
this as well as all other offences, and 
that Mary took to her arms, the man 
who had been accufed of murdering 
her former hufband, and who had 
never cleared his charatter from 
that foul afperfion. In order to 
pave the way for this union, Both- 
wel procured a fentence of divorce 
from his wift, Lady Jane Gordon, 
fifter to the Earl of Huntly, and on 


* No circumftance in hiftory, has perhaps, given rife to more difputes than 
the murder of Darnley ; fome have fuppofed Bothwel to be the contriver and exe- 
cutor of this crime, and others have imputed it to the Earls of Murray, Morton, 


and their party. 


The Queen too has been charged with being an accomplice with 


Bothwel, and this opinion has been fupported by letters and fonnets, faid to be 
written by Mary to Bothwel, aud to have been intercepted in the poffeflion of a 
meffenger whom Bothwel had fent to fetch them fromEdmburgh caftle, where he had 


left them. 


Several writers, however, of diitinguifhed abilities, have endeavoured to 


prove, that thefe were all fabricated by Mary’s enemies, with a view to ruin her. 
Thofe who with to fee this fubje& fully invefligated, may ¢enfult the differtation 
concerning King Henry‘s murder, at the end of Dr. Roberi{on’s hiftory of Scotland, 


and Mr, Whitaker’s Vindicatlon of Mary, Queen of Scots. 
B 
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the 15th of May, 1567, he was 
married to the Queen, who was then 
in the twenty-fifth year of her 
age. 

This was a fatal ftepin Mary ; and 
to this we may in a great meafure 
afcribe all thofe misfortunes which 
embittered the rexaining part of her 
life. The nobles roufed to a fenie of 
their own dignity, and of the infult 
which had been offered to the whole 
nation, took up arms, and formed an 
affociation which filled Mary and 
Bothwel with great difmay. In this 
dilemma, they retired to Dunbar, and 
after an ineffectual attempt to raife 
troops, and cppofe the confederates, 
Bothwel * betook himfelf to flight, 
while Mary, who had furrendered i 
felf, was fent into confinement to the 
caftle of Lochlevin, fituated in a fmall 
ifland in the middle of a lake. 

While Mary was immured in this 
Jonely prifon, expofed to the fevereit 
hardfhips, the nobles compelled her 
to refign her crown, and having af- 
fembled at Stirling, crowned the 
young prince, James VI. and after- 
wards appointed the Earl of Murray 
regent. Beauty in diftrefs is an ob- 
ject capable of moving the moft in- 
fenfible, much more a youth of eigh- 
teen. Mary, by her charms and per- 
fuafion, prevailed upon a young man, 
named George Douglas, who was 
brother to the keeper of the caftle, to 
affiit her in efcaping from her con- 
finement. This he effeéted, by con- 
veying her in difguife in a finall 

boat, which he rowed himfelf afhore. 
On the news of this event, the {pirits 
of her adherents were roufed, and 
in a few days fhe found herfelf at 
the head of fix thoufand men, Freth 
misfortunes, however, attended her; 
2 battle was fought at Langfide, 


* The remaining part of Bothwel’s life was marked with misfortune. 


near Glafgow, in which her army was 
entirely defeated. Mary ftood on a 
hill, at fome diftance, anxioufly 
waiting for the ifflue of the contelft ; 
but finding that her affairs were now 
totally ruined, fhe fled with the ut- 
moft precipitation, and with a few 
attendants arrived at the borders of 
England, ~Agitated by a thoufand 
fears, fhe dreaded falling again into 
the hands of the Scotch; and while 
furrounded by the moft gloomy and 
difmal profpeéts, fhe formed a refo- 
lutioa, which nothing but her criti- 
cal fituation could juftify, of throw- 
ing herfeif into the hands of Queen 
Elizabeth, who, inftead of proteéting 
her, ordered her to be put into con- 
finement. 

As foon as Mary arrived in Eng- 
land, fhe wrote a letter to Eliza- 
beth, in which fhe reprefented the 
injuries fhe had fuftained, and im- 
plored that affiftance which her fitu- 
ation required. Elizabeth had refolv- 
ed upon detaining her in England, 
and notwithftanding Mary’s remon- 
ftrances, or complaints, fhe was con- 
ducted to Bolton caftle, on the bor- 
ders of Yorkfhire, from which, after 
being for fome time amufed with vain 
promifes of friendfhip, fhe was re- 
moved for better fecurity to !Tuth- 
bury in Staffordfhire, and committed 
to the care of the Earl of Shrewhbury, 
to whom that caftle belonged. 

The Duke of Norfolk was at this 
time the moft powerful man in Eng- 
land ; his wife had died a little time 
before, and he had begun to form a 
project, which he afterwards more 
openly avowed, of mounting the 
throne of Scotland, by marrying the 
Queen of Scots. Elizabeth dreaded 
fuch an union, and the Duke was ar- 
refted, and fent prifoner to the tower ; 


Having 


been reduced to the neceflity of exercifing piracy to fupport himfelf and his fol- 


lowess, he was purfued by Sir William 
compelled to take fhelter in Denmark, 


@nerchants, he was thrown into a dungeon, where he remained nearly ten 
He died in 1575, and being ftung with remorfe, confeffed, as is faid, that he had been 
guilty of the king’s muider, and revealed the names of thofe perfons who had been 
his accomplices. 





Murray and Kircaldy, of Grange, and 
but being difcovered by fome Scottith 
years, 
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but after being confined there tip- 
wards of nine months, hé was releaf- 
ed, upon promifing that he would 
hold no farther correfpondence with 
Mary. New fchemes were, however, 
fet on foot, for reftoring the Scottith 
queen to her former fituation, which 
inolved this unhappy nobleman in 
deftruction ; a plot was concerted, ap- 
proved by the — and fecretly fo- 
mented by the Bithop of Rofs, Mary’s 
minifter in England, and one Ro- 
dolphi, a Florentine, who refided 
in London, under the charaéter of 
a banker, to which Norfolk was 
privy. The Bifhop of Rofs, through 
the violence of his temper, and from 
a miftaken zeal for the fervice of his 
miftrefs, advifed the Duke to af- 
femble a few of his followers, and 
to feize Elizabeth’s perfon; buat the 
Duke, who faw the wilduefs of fuch 
an attempt, and who was averfe to 
precipitation, very prudently rejected 
it. In the mean time, the Englifh 
court received fome imperfeét hints 
refpecting this plot, by intercepting 
one of Rodolphi’s agents. ‘The Duke, 
his fereants, and thofe fufpeéted, were 
taken into cuftody. The weaknefs 
and treachery of his affociates difco- 
vered the whole affair. His offence 
was confidered as of an heinous na- 
ture, and Elizabeth was refolved that 
exemplary punifhment fhould be in- 
flicted upon him, that others might 
be deterred from holding any corre- 
fpondence with the Queen of Scots. 
He was therefore tried by his peers, 
and being found guilty of high trea- 
fon, fuffered death for his crime with 
great calmnefs and fortitude. 

Other confpiracies were formed, 
but with no better fuccefs, and thefe 
feem to have paved the way for the 
ruin of the unhappy Mary, whofe 
caufe fuffered more from the ill- 


judged rafhnefs of her friends, than 
from the malevolence of her enemies. 
Every attempt made in her favor 
added tothe rigor of her confinement, 
and redoubled the vigilance of Eliza- 
beth, and her minifters; they only 
waited for fome fpecious pretext for 
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exectting their vengeance upon her, 
and this was not long wanting: 
About the year 1586, an enthufi- 
aftic prieft, named John Ballard, who 
had been educated in the Englifh fe- 
minary at Rheims, having returned 
to Paris, from his miffion in England 
and Scotland, where he had obferved 
afpirit of rebellion among the catho- 
lics of thefe countries, formed a de- 
fign to dethrone Elizabeth, andto re- 
ftore, by force of arms, the free ex- 
ercife of the ancient religion. With 
this view he came over to England, 
in the difguife of a foldier. The firft 
perfon to whom he addreffed himfelt 
was one Anthony Babington, of 
Dethic, in the county of Derby, a 
young gentleman of a good family, 
poffefled of a plentiful fortune, and in 
talents and learning fuperior to moft 
of his ftation. This perfon had re- 
fided fome time in France, where he 
contraéted a familiarity with the 
Archbifhop of Glafgow, and by him 
had been recommended to the Queen 
of Scots. Mary had written him a 
letter, couched in the ftrongeft terms 
of friendfhip, and being naturally of 
an ardent temper, he refolved to de- 
vote himfelf to the fervice of this un- 
fortunate princefs. Savage, a furious 
zealot, who had ferved in the Spanith 
army, undertook to affaflinate Eliza- 
beth; but as Babington thought this 
an attempt of too much importance to 
rely upon the arm of one perfon for 
the execution of it, he propofed that 
five refolute gentlemen fhould be joined 
with him, in order to enfure its fuc- 
cefs, and he himfelf undertook to 
procure them. He accordingly en- 
gaged Edward Windfor, Thomas 
Salifbury, Charles Tilney, Chidiec 
Tichbourne, Robert Gaze, John Tra- 
vers, Robert Barnwell, John Charnoc, 
Heary Dun, John Jones, and Robert 
Polly, all of whom except Polly, were 
gentlemen of good families, unit- 
ed in the bonds of private friendfhip. 
After many confultations were held, 
and when the plan of their operati- 
ons was finally fettled, Babington 
himfelf was appointed to, refcue the 
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Queen of Scots. Salifbury, with fome 
others, were to excite feveral counties 
to arms ; but the murder of the Queen, 
the moft dangerous bufinefs of all, was 
alligned to ‘lichbourne and Savage, 
with four aflociates. Matters being 
thus adjufted, while the confpirators 
were looking forward with anxious 
hope, to the moment of action, 
Walfingham, fecretary of ftate, who 
had been informed of all their moti- 
ons by Polly, whom he had engaged 
to att as aipy, refolved to delay their 
punifhment no longer. Ballard, the 
tirft mover of the whole affair, was 
arrefted. His affociatés, difconcerted 


and terrified, endeavoured to procure. 


fafety by flighty but within a few 
days they were all feized, except 
Windfor, and committed to the 
Tower. Influenced either by the 
fear of punifhment, or the hope of 
pardon, they made a full difcovery, 
and being foon after tried, were all 
condemned and executed. ; 
The execution of thefe unhappy 
men was only a prelude to one of 
greater importance. Elizabeth and 
her minjfters had now that opportunity 
which they had been fo long looking 
for, and theywere refolved to take every 
advantage of it. ‘They reprefented 
Babington and his aflociates, as in- 
ftruments employed by the Queen of 
Scots, and they produced letters 
which they afcribed to her in fup- 
port of this charge. Mary was now 
watched with unufual vigilance ; her 
private clofet was broke open, her 
papers were feized and fealed and 
ient up to court, her domeftics were 
arrefted, and fhe herfelf, after being led 
about for feveral days from one pen- 
tleman’s houfe to another, was con- 
veyed to Fothesingay,a ftrong caitle 
in Northamptorfhite. 
_ Various opinions were entertained 
by Elizabeth's counfellors refpecting 
the manner in which they ought to 
proceed againft Mary. It was, how- 


ever, refolved upon, that the fhould 
be brought to trial, and for this pur- 
pofe a commiflion was iflued to forty 
peers, with five judges, or the major 
part of them, to try and pafs fentence 





upon Mary, daughter and heir of 
James V. King of Scotland, com- 
monly called Queen of Scots, and 
dowager of France. 

On the 11th of O&ober, 1586, the 
Commiffioners arriving at ‘Fotherin- 
gay, prefented her a letter from Eli- 
zabeth,in which after feveral bitter re- 
proaches, fhe informed her, that a 
regard to her own fafety had render- 
ed it néceffary to bring her to trial. 
Mary, though furprifed at this mef- 
fage, was neither intimidated at the 
danger, nor unmindful of her own 
dignity. She afflerted her innocence 
in the moft folemn manner, refufed 
to acknowledge the jurifdiction of 
the Commiflioners, and with a bee 
coming {pirit maintained, that as fhe 
had come into the kingdom an inde- 
sendent fovereign to implore Eliza- 
Beth's protection ,and not to fubmit to 
her authority, fhe could be tried only 
by her peers. 

The Commiffioners employed ar- 
guments and entreaties to overcome 
Mary’s inflexibility; they even had 
recourfe to threats; but the Vice- 
chamberlain telling her, that by. avoid- 
ing atrial, fhe injured her own re- 
putation, fhe at length yielded, and 
refolved to fubmit to her fate with 
firmnefs and refolution. 

At her appearance before the 
judges, onthe 14th of O&ober, fhe 
took care to proteft, that by conde- 
fcending to hear, and to give an anfwer 
to the accufations brought againft 
her, fhe neither acknowledged the au- 
thority of the court, nor akutiesd the 
validity of thofe a¢ts, by which they 
pretended to try her. ‘The Chancel- 
lor endeavoured to vindicate the au- 
thority of the Court, after which the 
Queen's Attorney and Solicitor open- 
ed the charge, with all the circum- 
ftances of the late con {piracy ; copies 
of the letters which fhe was faid to 
have written to Babington and others, 
were produced ; Babington’s confef- 
fion, and thofe of Savage, and the reft 
of the confpirators were read, and 
every art was employed by thecrown 
lawyers, and every power of elo- 
quence called forth, in order to make 
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her appear criminal in the eyes of 
her judges. Never was a trial car- 
ried on with more circumftances of 
feverity, than that of the unfortunate 
Mary. She defired that fuch notes as 
fhe had taken previous to her trial, 
might be giver up to her, but this re- 
queft was not complied with ; fhe de- 
manded a copy of her proteft, but 
this alfo was refufed, and though fhe 
required an advocate to plead her 
caufe againft fo many learned law- 
yers, this even was not allowed her. 

Mary, however, during the whole of 
the trial, difplayed ‘great magnani- 
mity, and prefence of mind. When 
the Queen’s counfel had finifhed, fhe 
ftood up, and began her defence ; fhe 
bewailed the unhappinefs of her own 
fituation, and lamented that after a ri- 
gorous captivity of nineteen years, fhe 
thould be loaded with an accufation 
that tended not only to deprive her 
of life, but to tranfmit her name 
with infamy to fucceeding generati- 
ons. She protefted her innocence in 
the ftrongeft terms, denied all cor- 
refpondence with Babington, or any 
of the confpirators, maintained that 
the letters produced againft her were 
forgeries, and added, “‘ J am no 
“* ftranger to the feelings of humani- 
** ty, nor unacquainted with the du- 
“* ties of religion, and abhor the de- 
** teftable crime of affaffination, as 
“* equally repugnant toboth. Andif 
** ever I have given confent by my 
** wards, or even by my thoughts, to 
“* attempt againft the life of the 
** Queen of England, far from de- 
** clining the judgment of men, I 
** fhall not even pray for the mercy 
** of God.” 

Two different days did Mary ap- 
pear before her judges, and every part 
of her behaviour difplayed the mag- 
nanimity of a Queen, tempered wiih 
the modefty of a woman. ‘The Com- 


miffioners, ‘by Elizabeth’s exprefs or- 
der, adjourned to the Star Chamber 
in Wettminfter, and there after re- 
viewing their whole proceedings, 
they declared Mary ** To be accef- 
** fary to Babington’s confpiracy, and 
*‘ to have imagined: divers mat- 
** ters tending to the hurt, death and 
“© deftru€tion of Elizabeth.” 

An_ ineffe@tual attempt was made 
by James to prevent the execution of 
the fentence paffed againft his mo- 
ther Mary ; but Gray, one of the am- 
baffadors who was fent to England for 
that purpofe, was a wretch who de- 
ceived his mafter, and betrayed the 
Queen, whonrhe ought to have fav- 
ed. He encouraged and even urged 
Elizabeth to get rid of her rival, re- 
peating atrite proverb, “ The dead 
“© cannot bite.”? Elizabeth's conduét, 
however, difcovered evident fgns of 
the utmoft agitation and difquietade. 
She became iuilen and melancholy, 
avoided fociety, and was ofien heard 
to repeat with mach emphafis,fentences 
borrowed from fome of the devices then 
in vogue, aut fer aut feri: ne feriare 
feri.® Rumors of plots, infurreéctions 
and treafons were every where fpread 
abroad ; the fears of the people were 
worked up to the higheft pitch of ter" 
ror, and while thefe fentiments pre- 
vailed among her fubjeéts, the'thought 
fhe might fafely venture to ftrike the 
blow which fhe had long meditated. 
Having one day fent tor Davifon, 
her fecretary, fhe ordered him to 
draw out the warrant for Mary's exe- 
cution, that fhe might keep it by 
her, in cafe any attempt fhould be 
made to fet her at liberty. When 
fhe figned the warrant,t fhe ordered 
it to be carried to the Chancellor to 
have the feal affixed to it; but on the 
following morning, fhe difpatched 
two gentlemen fucceflively to defire 
Davifon not to go to the Chancellor 


* Either fuffer or ftrike: ftrike that you may not fuffer. 


: ~ The levity of Elizabeth’s behaviour upor 
ing. “Go,” faid fhe, to Davifon, in an ironi 





this occafion, was highly unbecom- 
cal ftrain, ‘* and tell Waliingham what I 


have done, though | am afraid he will die for grief when he hears ic.’"—An expreffion 
which evidently fhows, that the fecretly triumphed in the fall of her rival, and 
that the exulted at the misfortunes of a prince's, whom fhe ought rather to have 


pitied. 
till 
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till the fhould fee him. Davifon 


however had executed his firft orders, 
at which fhe appeared to be difpleated, 
and blamed him for his precipitation. 
As fhe gave no command for ftopping 
the operation of the execution of the 
warrant, Davifon, in a ftate of per- 
plexity, laid the whole affair before 
the council. Thefe courtiers, who 
probably perceived that the Queen 
wifhed to throw the blame upon her 
fecretary, by faying, that he had 
difobeyed her orders, informed him 
that it was not proper to delay any 
longer. The warrant was therefore 
fent off to the Earls of Shrewfbury 
and Kent, with initructions to fee the 
fentence executed. 

On Tuefday, February 7th, 1587, 
the two Earls arrived at Fotheringay, 
and having demanded accefs to the 
Queen, read the warrant in her pre- 
fence, and bid her prepare to die next 
morning. Mary heard the dreadful 
fentence without any emotion, and 
told them that fhe fubmitted with 
cheerfulnefs to the lot which Provi- 
dence had decreed to her. She laid 
her hand upon a bible which hap- 
pened to be near her, and folemnly 
protefted that fhe was innocent of that 
confpiracy which had been carried on 
againft the life of Elizabeth. ‘The 
greater part of the evening fhe em- 
ployed in fettling her worldly affairs ; 
fhe wrote a will with her own hand, 
and diftributed her clothes, money and 
jewels among her fervants, according 
to their rank and merit. At fupper 
fhe eat moderately, converfed with 
great eafe, and retiring to bed at 
her ufual time, flept calmly a few 
hours. 

Early in the morning fhe retired to 
her clofet, and employed fome time in 
devotion ; at eight, the fheriff and his 
attendants entered her apartinent, and 
found her {till kneeling, upon which 
fhe ftarted up, and with a countenance 
which betrayed neither dejection nor 
difmay, advanced towards the place 
of execution, fupported by two of the 
guards. Her gown was of black filk, 


her petticoat was bordered with crim- 
fon velvet, a veil of lawn fpread out 
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by wire and edged with lace, was 
fixed to her caul, and hung down to 
the ground. An Agnus Dei hung by 
achain from her neck, her beads 
were at her girdle, and fhe bore in 
her hand a {mall crucifix of ivory. At 
the bottom of the ftairs fhe was recei- 
ved by the two Earls, and feveral gen- 
tlemen, and there Sir Andrew Melvil, 
the mafter of her houfehold, was per- 
mitted to take his lait farewell. At 
the fight of a miftrefs whom he fin- 
cerely loved, in fuch a fituation, he 
burftinto tears, and while he was be- 
wailing. her condition, and lamenting 
his own hard fate, in being appointed 
to convey the mournful tidings of 
fuch an event to Scotland, Mary 
faid, ** weep not, good Melvil, there 
** is at prefent greater caufe for re- 
** joicing. This day fhalt thou fee 
«* Mary Stuart delivered from all her 
** cares, and fuch an end put to her 
** fufferings, as fhe has long expec- 
** ted. Bear witnefs that I die con- 
** ftlant in my religion, firm in my 
** fidelity towards Scotland, and un- 
“* changed in my affeétion to France. 
“* Commend me to my fon; tell him 
** Thave done nothing injurious to 
** his kingdom, to his honor, or to 
“ his rights; and God forgive all 
** thofe who have thirfted without 
** caufe for my blood.” 

With much difficulty fhe prevail- 
ed on the two Earls to allow Melvil, 
with three of her men-fervants, and 
two of her maids, to attend her to 
the fcatold; it was ereéted in the 
fame hall where fhe had been tried, 
raifed alittle above the floor, and was 
covered with black cloth. Mary 
mounted the fteps with much alacrity, 
and after the warrant for her execu- 
tion was read to her, the Dean of 
Peterborough began a long difcourfe 
fuitable to the occafion ; but the or- 
dered him to forbear, telling him that 
fhe was refolved to die in the catholic 
faith, and falling on her knees, re- 
peated a Latin prayer. When fhe had 
finifhed her devotions, fhe prepared 
for the block, by pulling off her veil 
and upper garments, and while one of 
the executioners was rudely endea- 
vouring 
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youring to affift, fhe gently checked 
him, and with a fmile, faid, that fhe 
had not been accuftomed to undrefs 
before fo many fpeétators, nor to be 
ferved by fuch valets. With calm but 
undaunted fortitude, fhe laid her neck 
on the block, and while one execu- 
tioner held her hands, the other at 
the fecond. ftroke, fevered her head 
from her body, which falling out of 
its attire, difcovered her hair to be 
quite grey, the effect no doubt, of her 
cares and forrows. The executioner 
took it up, and expofing it, ftill ftream- 
ing with blood, to the fpedtators, the 
Dean cried out ‘ Thus perifh all 
Queen Elizabeth's enemies.” The Earl 
of Kent alone, replied Amen; the at- 
tention of the reft was too much en- 
gaged with the melancholy fcene be- 
fore them, and being loft in pity and 
admiration, they could exprefs what 
they felt only by their tears. 

‘Thus perifhied, in the forty-fifth year 
of her age, and the nineteenth of her 
captivity in England, Mary, Queen 
of Scots, a Princefs endowed with 
every accomplifhment of body and 
of mind, but unfortunate in her life, 
and in fome inftances, very imprudent 
in her conduét. The beauties of her 
perfon made her the moft amiable of 
women, while the charms of her ad- 
drefs, and the affability of her con- 
verfation, rendered their impreffions 
altogether irrefiftible. ‘The vivacity 
of her fpirit, not fufficiently tempered 
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with a found judgment, and the fen- 
fibility of her heart, which expofed 
her to become the dupe of thofe around 
her, betrayed her into errors; but 
when we reflect upon her fituation, 
and the difpofition of thofe into whofe 
hands fhe fell, they will perhaps, ap- 
pear in a more favorable light, than 
her enemies have thought proper to 
allow. Her diftreffes were great, and 
her fufferings were long; while hu- 
manity therefore calls forth the pity- 
ing tear, let candor throw a veil over 
that part of her character which we 
cannot approve. 

With regard to Mary’s perfon, all 
authors agree, that in her fhape and 
features, every thing was united 
which can create love, or excite ad- 
miration. Her hair was black, her 
eyes were grey, her complexion was 
exquifite, and her hands and armswere 
remarkably fine and delicate. After 
her death, none of her women were 
permitted to approach her body, 
which was carried into an adjoining 
room, where it lay for fome days, 
covered with a coarfe cloth, torn from 
a billiard-table. ‘The block, fcaffold, 
and every thing ftained with blood, 
were reduced to afhes. By Elizabeth’s 
order, her body was buried not long 
after, in the cathedral of Peterborough, 
but James, upon his acceffion to the 
Englith throne, caufed it tobe removed 
to Weitminfter- Abbey, where it was de- 
pofited among the monarchs of England. 


OBSERVATIONS vron some SINGULAR CURIOSITIES 1n a cot- 


LECTION OF THE PRODUCTIONS 


OF NATURE AND ART, BELONGING 


To BARON HUPSCH, ar Cotocne. 


By a TRAVELLER. 


F all the colleétions which I 

have feen in the courfe of my 
travels through France, Italy, and, 
other countries, there is not, in my 
opinion, any fo extenfive, fo intereft- 
ing, and fo inftru@ing as that which 
Baron Hupfch, celebrated by his nu- 
merous difcoveries, and feveral learn- 
ed works, has formed at his refidence 
inCologne. ‘The naturalift, the anti- 
quary, the lover of the arts, the hif- 
torian, the man of letters, and the 





philofopher, will find in this col- 
lection ample fubje&t for obfervation. 
There is not, perhaps, one which 
has been made with fo extenfive and 
ufeful a defign as that of which I now 
fpeak. 

In the numerous collection of an- 
cient manufcripts of all countries, 
there is a Chinefe book upon reli- 
gion, remarkably curious and rare, 
as of all works none are more diffi- 
cult to be procured in China than 
thofe 
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-thofe on that fubjeét. ‘This book is 
formed of a roll of filk, which is filled 
with Chinefe charaéters. Within there 
is a double box of a round form, each 

part of which reprefents half a {mall 

lobe, and contains, upon filk papers 
se ages taken from the doc- 
trine of Confucius. 

A Hebrew manufcript is above all 
remarkable, on account of the beauty 
of the chara¢ters, the ancient paint- 
ings, and other ornaments with 
which it is decorated. It deferves 
the more attention, as it is well known 
that the greater part of Hebrew ma- 
nufcripts have not portraits of the fa- 
thers of the old teftament. This ma- 
nufcript contains prayers ufed by the 
Jews, and was written in the thir- 
teenth century. 

Among the Roman antiquities the 
following articles appear to be mot 
worthy of remark : an impreffion in 
metal of a piece of money of the Em- 

ror Auguftus; there is not, per- 
fades fuch another piece in any col- 
leétion whatever. Imitations of Ro- 
man coins made of fome unknown 
mafs, which it is very probable coiners 
of falfe money ufed in the time of 
the Romans. Glafs pearls ufed among 
the Romans. Sir William Hamilton, 
Envoy from Great Britain to the 
Court of Naples, when he paffed 
through Cologne, affured Baron 
Hupfch he was much aftonifhed to 
find that fuch works had been found 
at that place. Amongft many curious 
objeéts in this cabinet which attract 
attention, there is a colleétion of 

fragments of ancient filk ftuffs of the 
middle ages, which it would be in vain 
to look for elfewhere. No one, per- 
haps, before ever conceived the idea of 
forming fuch a collection. There 
are pieces here of very great anti- 
quity. Of however little import- 
ance a collection of this kind may ap- 

r tofome, it is, however, certain 

that it muft be of the greateit utility 


to the hiftorian and the antiquarian, 
and ferve to throw great light upon 
the hiftory of the manufaGtures of the 
middle ages. ‘The cuftom of inter- 
weaving gold and filver with filk ap- 
pears to be of very great antiquity. 
In this collection there are fonnd an- 
cient tiflues and pieces of ftuff fabri- 
cated between the fixth and the ninth 
century. ‘The defign of the ornaments 
of the works manufactured in that 
fpace of time is much more correét, 
though a little ftiff, than that of the 
ftuffs made in the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries. 

In the colleétion of drefies of the 
natives of the Eaft and Weft Indies*, 
an attentive obferver will find ample 
matter for reflection. For example, 
the tedious labor of the Iroquoife, a 
favage and warlike people of Canada, 
in weaving girdles and belts, for 
which they ufe the barrels of quills, 
cut very thin; one may, at the fame 
time, remark the indefatigable care 
and attention which even the moft 
ignorant and favage people employ to 
ornament their works, and gradually 
to refine their tafte. 

Thofe whofe active genius compre- 
hends every objeét may render great 
fervice to the fciences in various re- 
fpeéts by new obfervations. The 
Baron, by colleéting different works 
of the Americans and people of the 
Faft, has difcovered a new hiftorical 
propofition, from which it appears 
very probable, that the Chinefe or 
fome other Afiatic nations have had 
communication with the Americans 
long perhaps before the Europeans 
vfited the new world; for in the 
collection of arms of foreign nations, 
there are fome ornaments which the 


Caribs, the Iroquoife, and the Brafi- . 


lians, &c. added to. their arms and 
plumes, and which, according to 
every appearance, are borrowed from 
the Afiatics. 

Among the remarkable fingulari- 


* The celebrated” academy of Arts and Sciences at Batavia, in the Eaft Indies, fent 
Baron Hup{ch fome years ago a prefent confifting of differentarticles of Chinefe drefs, 
with a view to fecond his indefatigable zeal in collecting every®thing that may tend to 
the infiruction of mankind. 
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ties of the mineral kingdom, there is 
a hatchet ufed by workmen in iron 
mines, which is entirely covered 
with iron ore in fach a manner, that 
the hole which formerly received the 
handle, is quite filled up with it. 
‘This hatchet was found in an ancient 
fubterranean paflage dug in a moun- 
tain, which has not been fearched for 
feveral centuries. 

Daron Hupfch, fome years ago, 
wrote a treatife, in which he gave a 
true account of the origin of that kind 
of earth called umbre, and by thefe 
means has greatly extended among fo- 
reign nations a valuable branch of that 
commerce which is carried on with 
the produttions of the Electorate of 
Cologne, and of the Duchies of Juliers 
and of Bergue. In this treatife he proves 
that this colored earth has been formed 
by whole forefts which have been buri- 
ed in the bofom of the earth. The fruit 
of thofe trees, buried in the earth by an- 
cient inundations, was long unknown. 
It may, however, be feen in this collec- 
tion. It is a kind of nut greatly refemb- 
ling the American nut: Fuglans nigra. 

We have many works which treat 
of the mythology of the ancient 
Egyptians, ‘Greeks, and Romans, but 
there are ‘few writers who have given 
a perfect fyftem of the mythology of 
the nations who inhabit the Levant. 
We find, it is true, in various books of 
voyages, many defcriptions of idols, 
and feveral accounts of the religious 
doétrine of the Indians; but thefe 
are only fragments. 

Baron Hupfch, with a view to 
throw new light upon the knowledge 
of man, and the hiftory of the reli- 
gion of Afiatic nations, has begun a 
colle&ion of eaftern deities and idols, 
among which is diftinguifhed the ce- 
lebrated fymbolical deity of the Chi- 
nefe, the goddefs Fufa, reprefente d 
in bronze. A defcription of this 
curious piece is to be found in the 
fecond chapter of the third part of the 
relation which Father Kircher pub- 
lithed, refpeéting China.* It is there 
given ina plate, “like a woman fitting, 


* China Muftrata, p. 


+t Are Viatoriz, altaria portatilia. 
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and having eighteen arms. ‘There is 
alfo a Burchan, or deity of the Kal- 
moucs, D/chak Djchimmuni. ‘This, as 
they pretend, is the founder of the 
religion of the Lama, who is gene- 
rally worfhipped by all the Kalmoucs, 
as Mr. Pallas ‘has remarked, in thé de- 
{cription which he has given of all the 
fouthernr parts of the Ruffian empire. 

Next there is a collection of a pe- 
culiar kind, which may be of great 
utility to the hiftory of the church, 
and of the religious ceremonies of the 
ancient Chriftians. It confitts of diffe- 
rent antiquities, among which are a 
{mall domeftic altar, ufed in the time 
of Charlemagne, travelling altars of 
the ancient Chriftians +, and a great 
many other pieces of the fame kind. 

In the collection of precious ftones, 
the moft remarkable is a large orien- 
tal topaz, it is almoft two inches in 
length, and near an inch and a half 
in thicknefs. In beauty, brightnefs, 
polith, and value, it furpaffes that 
which is feen above the tomb of the 
three Kings, in the metropolitan 
church of Cologne. 

In the colleétion of mineral pro- 
ductions, there is to be feen the end 
ofa candle, whichexhibitsone of thofe 
wonderful phenomena that happen 
fometimes in the bofom of the earth. 
This piece of candle has been proba- 
bly left fome centuries ago, by mi- 
ners, in fome deep fubterranean paf- 
fage, dug in a mountain of the coun- 
try of Bergue. 

In examining it, one may obferve 
how certain grofs particles have been 
diffolved in a circular manner, by the 
fubterranean vapors, and how others 
have become harderand morecompatt, 
fo that it may be prefumed, that this 
piece of tallow began to enter into a 
kind of ftate of petrifaction ; though 
it cannot be conceived how a fat body 
can petrify. ‘The Baron will give a 
defcription -of this remarkable pheno- 
menon of the mineral kingdom, in 
his Natural Hiftory of Lower Ger- 
many, the firft volume of which was 
publifhed fome time ago. 

Cc NATURAL 


3, Cap, 2. page T4ts 








NATURAL HISTORY orf 


BY THE COUNT 


, T would appear that the more re- 

qT mote the objects of human cu- 
riofity are, the more man delights in 
attributing to them wonderful quali- 
ties, or at leaft in exaggerating thofe 
which beings, feldom thoroughly 
known, in reality poffefs. The ima- 
gination, as one may fay, from time 
to time, requires to be ftimulated 
with wonders; man wifhes to give full 
{cope to his belief, and he thinks he 
does not. enjoy it with fufficient 
freedom when he fubjeéts it to the 
laws of reafon; he imagines that to 
ufe it he muft carry it to the greateft 
excefs, and does not confider Rimfelf 
as really mafter of it, unlefs when he 
capricioufly refufes it to truth, or 
grants it to accounts of the moft 
chimerical beings. Man cannot ex- 
ercife this empire of fantafy but 
when the light of truth fhines from a 
diftance upon the objects of this 
arbitrary belief; but when fpace, 
time, or their nature feparate them 
from us; and for this abe. among 
all claffes of animals, there is per- 
haps none which has given rife to 
more fables than that of lizards. 
We have feen properties as abfard as 
imaginary aferibed to feveral {pecies 
of oviparous quadrupedes; but hu- 
man imagination feems to have fur- 
paffed itfelf in the falamander, which 
has been thought to be endowed with 
the moft marvellous qualities, Whilft 
the hardeft bodies cannot refift the 
violence of fire, the world have en- 
deavoured to make us believe that a 
{mall lizard can not only withftand 
the flames, but even extinguifh them, 
As agreeable fables readily gain be- 
lief, every one has been eager to 
adopt that of a fmall animal, fo 
highly privileged, fo fuperior to the 
moft powerful agent in nature, and 
which could furnifh fo many objeéts 
of comparifon to poetry, fo many 
pretty emblems to love, and fo many 


+ Conrad Gefner de quadrupedibus oviparis, de falamandia, p. 79. 
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THE LAND SALAMANDER, 
DE LA CEPEDE. 


brilliant devices to valour. The 
ancients believed this property of the 
falamander, wifhing that its origin 
might be as furprifing as its power ; 
and being defirous of realifing the 
ingenious fictions of the poets, they 
have pretended that it owes its ex- 
iftence to the pureft of elements, 
which cannot confume it, and they 
have called it the daughter of firet, 
iving it however a body of ice, 
The moderns have followed the ridi- 
culous tales of the ancients, and as 
it is difficult to ftop when one hag 
pafled the bounds of probability, 
fome have gone fo far as to think 
that the moft violent fire could be ex- 
tinguifhed by the land falamander. 
Quacks fold this fmall lizard, affirm. 
ing, that when thrown into the 
reateft conflagration, it would check 
its progrefs. It was very neceflary 
that iihfetiens and naturalifts 
fhould take the trouble to prove, by 
fa&ts, what reafon alone might have 
demonftrated; and it was not till 
after the light of fcience was diffufed 
abroad that the world gave over be- 
lieving in this wonderful jproperty of 
the falamander, 

This lizard, which is found in fo 
many countries of the ancient world, 
and even in very high latitudes, has 
been, however, very. little noticed, 
becaufe it is feldom feen out of its 
hole, and becaufe fora long time it 
has infpired much terror. Even Arif- 
totle fpeaks of it as of an animal 
with which he was fcarcely ac- 
quainted. 

It is eafy to diftinguifh this li- 
zard from all others, by the parti- 
cular conformation of its fore feet, 
which have only four toes, while 
thofe behind have five. One of the 
largeft of this f{pecies, mgm in 
the King’s cabinet, is feven inches 
five lines in length, from the end of 
the muzzle to the root of the tail, 
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which is three inches eight lines. 
The ‘kin does not appear to be 
covered with fcales, but it is furnifh- 
ed with a number of excrefcences, 
like teats, containing a great many 
holes, feveral of which may be very 
plainly diftinguifhed by the naked eye, 
and through which a kind of milk 
oozes, that generally {preads itfelf in 
fuch a manner as to form a tranf- 
parent coat of varnifh above the fkin 
of this oviparous quadruped, natu- 
rally dry. 

The eyes of the falamander are 
placed in the upper part of the head, 
which is a little flatted; their orbit 


~ projects into the interior part of the 


alate, and is there almoft furrounded 
“ a row of very fmall teeth, like 
thofe in the jaw bones: * thefe teeth 
eftablifh a near relation between li- 
zards and fifhes; many fpecies of 
which have alfo feveral teeth placed in 
the bottom of the mouth. ‘The color 
of this lizard is very dark; upon the 
belly it has a bluifh caft, intermixed 
with pretty large irregular yellow 
fpots, which extend over the whole 
body, and even to the feet and eye- 
lids; fome of thefe fpots are “a 
fprinkled with fmall black {pecks ; 
and thofe which are upon the back 
often touch, withoyt interruption, 
and form two long yellow bands. 
From the figure of thefe fpots, the 
falamander has got the name of the 
frellio, as well as the green lizard, 
or real ftellio, and the geckotte or 
lacerta mauritanica, ‘The color of the 
Jand falamander muft, however, be 
fubject to vary; and it appears that 
fome are found in the marfhy foretts 
of Germany, which are quite black 
above and yellow below.t To this 
variety we muft refer the black fala- 
mander, found by Mr. Laurenti, 
in the Alps, which he confidered as 
a diftinét fpecies, and which appear- 
ed to me to have too near a refem- 































Natural Hiflory of the Land Salamander, 19 


blance to the common falamander to 
be feparated from it.t 

The tail, which is almoft cylin- 
drical, appears to be feparated into 
different divifions, by circular rings 
compofed of a very foft fubftance. 

The land falamander has no ribs— 
neither have frogs, to which it has a 
great refemblance in the general form 
of the anterior part of its body. 
When touched, it fudderly covers 
itfelf with that kind of coat of which 
we have fpoken, and it can alfo very 
rapidly change its fkin from a_ ftate 
of humidity to a ftate of drynefs. The 
milk which iffues from the {mall holes 
in its furface is very acrid; when 
put upon the tongue, one feels as it 
were a kind of {car at the part which 
it touched. This milk, which is con- 
fidered as an excellent fubftance for ta- 
king off hair §, has fome refemblance 
to that which diftils from thofe plants 
called efula and euphorbium. When 
the falamander is crufhed, or when it 
is only prefled, it exhales a bad {mell, 
which is peculiar to it. 

Land falamanders are fond of cold 
damp places, thick fhades, tufted 
woods, or high mountains, and the 
banks of ftreams that run through mea- 
dows; they fometimes retire in great 
numbers to hollow trees, hedges, and 
below old rotten ftumps, and they 
pafs the winter in places of high lati- 
tude, ina kind of burrows, where 
they are found colleéted, feveral of 
them being joined and twifted toge- 
ther ||. The falamander being defti- 
tute of claws, having only four toes 
on each of the fore feet, and no ad- 
vantage of conformation making up 
its deficiencies, its manner of living 
muft, as is indeed the cafe, be very 
different from that of other lizards. 
It walks very flowly ; far from bein 
able to climb trees with rapidity, it 
often appears to drag itfelf with great 
difficulty along the furface of the 


* Memoirs refpeéting the Hiftory of Animals, article Salamander. 


+ Matthiolus. 


t Salamandra atra Laurenti Specimen Medicum, Vienne, 1768, p. 149. 
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earth. It feldom goes far from the 

lace of fhelter which it has fixed on; 
it paflesits life under the earth, often 
at the bottom of old walls during 
fummer ; it dreads the heat of the 
fun, which would dry it, and it is 
commonly only when rain is about to 
fall, that it comes forth from its fe- 
cret afylum, as if by a kind of necef- 
fity, to bathe itfelf, and to imbibe an 
element to which it is analogous. 
Perhaps it finds then with greateit fa- 
cility thofe infects upon which it 
feeds. It Tives upon flies, beetles, 
{nails, and earth worms; whenit re- 
pofes, it rells up its body in feveral 
folds like ferpents*. It can remain 
fome time in the water without dan- 
ger, and it caftsa very thin pellicle 
of a greenifh grey color. Salaman- 
ders have even been kept more than 
fix months in. the water of a well, 
without giving them any food, care 
only was taken to change the water 
often. 

Ie has been remarked, that every 
time a land falamander is plunged into 
the water, it attempts to raife its nof- 
trils above the furtace, as if to feek 
for air, which is a new proof of the 
need that all oviparous quadrupedes 
have to breathe, during the time they 
are not in a ftate of torpor. ‘The 
land falamander hasapparently no ears, 
and in this it refembles ferpents. It 
has been even pretended, that it does 
not hear, and on this account, it has 
got the name of /ourd, in fome pro- 
vinces of France. This is very proba- 
ble, as it has never been heard to utter 
any cry, and filence in general is 
coupled with deafnefs. 

Having then perhaps one fenfe lefs than 
other animals, and being deprived of 
the faculty of communicating its fenfa- 
tions to thofe ofthe fame fpecies, even 
by imperfect founds, it muft be reduced 
toa much inferior degree of inftinét; it 
is therefore very ftupid, and not bold, 
as has been reported; it does not 
brave danger, as is pretended, but it 


does not perceive it. Whatever gef- 
tures one makes to frighten it, it al- 
ways advances without turniig afide ; 
however, as no animal is deprived of 
that fentiment neceffary for its pre- 
fervation, it fuddenly comprefies its 
fkin, as is faid, when tormented, and 
fpurts forth upon thofe who attack it 
that corrofive milk which is under it. 
If beat, it begins to raife its tail; 
afterwards it becomes motionlefs, as 
if ftunned by a kind of paralytic 
ftroke, for we muft not, with fome 
naturalifts, afcribe to an animal fo de- 
void of inftinét, fo much art and cun- 
ning as to counterfeit death. In fhort, 
it is difficult to kill it; but when dip- 
ped in vinegar, or furrounded with 
falt reduced to powder, it expires 
in convulfions, as is the cafe with 
feveral other lizards and worms. 

It feems one cannot allow a being 
a chimerical quality, without refufing 
it at the fame time a real property. 
The cold falamander has been confi- 
dered as an animal endued with the 
miraculous power of refifting and even 
of extinguifhing fire, but at the fame 
time it has been debafed as much as 
elevated by this fingular property. Ir 
has been made the moft fatal of ani- 
mals; the ancients, and even Pliny, 
have devoted it to a kind of anathema, 
by affirming, that its poifon is the 
moft dangerous of allt They have 
written that infecting with its poifon 
almoit all the vegetables of a large 
country, it might caufe the deftruéti- 
on of whole nations. ‘The moderns 
alfo for a long time believed the fa- 
lamander to be very poifonous ; they 
have faid, that its bite is mortal, like 
that of the viper ;{ they have fought 
out and prefcribed remedies for it; 
but they have at length had recourfe 
to obfervations, by which they oughg 
to have begun. ‘The famous Baton 
wifhed naturalifts would endeavour to 
afcertain the truth refpeéting the poi- 
fon ef the falamander; Geiner prov- 
ed by experiments, that it did not 
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bite, whatever means were ufed to ir- 
fitate it, and Wurfbainus fhewed 
that it might fafely be touched, and 
that one might without danger drink 
the water of thofe wells which it in- 
habited. Mr. De Maupertuis ftudied 
alfo the nature of this lizard.* In mak- 
ing refearches to difcover what might 
be its pretended poifon, he demon- 
ftrated experimentally, that fire aéted 
upon the falamander in the fame 
manner as upon all other animals. 
He remarked that it was fcarcely put 
upon the fire, when it appeared to be 
covered with drops of its milk, which 
rarified by the cea, iffued through 
all the pores of its fkin, but in greater 
quantity from the head and dugs, and 
that it immediately became hard. It 
is needlefs to fay, that this milk is 
not fufficiently abundant to extinguifh 
even the {malleft fire. 

Mr. De Maupertuis, in the courfe of 
his experiments, in vain irritated fe- 
veral Salamanders, none of them ever 
opened its mouth ; he was obliged to 
open it by force. 

As the teeth of this lizard are very 
{mall, it was very difficult to find an 
animal with a fkin fufficiently fine to 
be penetrated by them; he tried with- 
out fuccefs to force them into the 
fleflh of a chicken ftripped of its 
feathers ; he in vain preffed them a- 
gainft the fkin, they were difplaced, 
but they could not enter. He, how- 
ever, made a falamander bite the 
thigh of achicken, after he had taken 
off a {mall part of the fkin. He made 
filamanders newly caught, bite alfo 
the tongue and lips of a dog, as well 
as the tongue of a turkey, but none 
of thefe animals received the leaft in- 
jury. Mr. De Maupertuis afterwards 
made a dog and a turkey {wallow fa- 
lamanders whole, or cut into pieces, 
and yet neither of them appeared to 
be fenfible of the leaft uneafinefs. 

Mr. Laurenti fince made experi- 


* Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences for the 


the Land Salamander. Zt 
ments with the fame view; he forced 
grey lizards to fwallow the milk pro- 
ceeding from the falamander, and 
they died very fuddenlyt. The 
milk, therefore, of the falamander 
taken internally, may hurt, and even 
befatal to certain animals, efpecially 
thofe which are fmall, but it does not 
appear to be hurtful to large ani- 
mals. 

It was long believed that the fala- 
mander was of no fex, and that each 
individual had the power of engen- 
dering its like, as feveral fpecies of 
worms.{ ‘This is not the moft ab- 
furd fable, which has been imagined 
with refpeét to the falamander ; but 
if the manner in which they come in- 
to the world is not fo marvellous as 
has been written, it is remarkable in 
this that it differs from that in which 
all other lizards are brought forth, as 
it is analogous to that in which the 
chalcide and the feps, as well as vipers, 
and feveral kinds of ferpents, are pro- 
duced. On this account the falaman- 
der merits the attention of naturalifts, 
much more than on account of the 
falfe and brilliant reputation, which 
it has fo long enjoyed. M. De Mauv- 
pertuis, havingopened fome falaman- 
ders, found eggs in them, and at the 
fame time, fome young perfectly 
formed; the eggs were divided into 
two long bunches like grapes, and the 
young were enclofed in two tran- 
{parent bags ; they were equally well 
oo ag the old ones, and much 
more attive. The falamander, there- 
fore, brings forth young from an 
egg hatched in its belly, as the viper.§ 
But fome have written, that like the 
aquatic falamander, it lays elliptic 
eggs, from which are hatched young 
falamanders, under the form of tad- 
poles. We have often verified the 
firft fact, which has been well known 
for fome time${, but we have not had 
an opportunity of proving the fecond. 


year 1727. 


+ Jofephi Nicol. Laurent Specimen Medicum, Vienne 1768. p- 158. 
¢ Geor. Agricola. Conrad Gefner, de Quadrup. Ovip. de Salamandra. 
§ Ray, Synoplis Quadrupedum, p. 274. 
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It would be matter of fome import- 
ance to afcertain that the fame qua- 
drupede produces its young in fome 
meafure two different ways; that there 
are eggs which the female lays, and 
others, the foetus of which comes forth 
in the belly of the falamander, to re- 
main afterwards enclofed with other 
fwetufes in a kind of tranfparent mem- 
brane, until the moment in which: it 
is brought into the world. Were this 
the cafe, it would be neceffary to dif- 
feét falamanders at different periods, 
very near one another, from the 
time of their coupling, until that 
when they bring forth their young; 
one might carefully trace the fuccef- 
five increafe of the young till they 
were verfeétly formed, and compare 
them with the growth of thofe which 
are hatched from the egg,out of the mo- 
ther’s belly, &c. However this may-be, 
the female falamander brings forth 
young perfectly formed, and her fecun- 
dity is very great; naturalifts have long 
written, that fhe has forty or fifty at 
one time,” and Mr. De Maupertuis 
found forty-two young ones in the 
body of a female falamander, and fifty- 
four in another. 

The young falamanders are gene- 
rally of a black color, almoft with- 
out fpots, and this color they pre- 
ferve fometimes during their whole 
lives in certain countries, where they 
have been taken for a diftin& fpecies, 
as we have faid. Mr. Thumberg has 
given in the memoirs of the Academy 
of Sweden,t the defcription of a 


ACCOUNT or 


lizard, which he calls the Fapanefe li+ 
zard, and which appears not to differ 
from our falamander, but,in the arrange- 
ment of its colors. This animal is 
almoft black, with feveral whitith and 
irregular {pots, both on the upper part 
of the body, and below the paws ; 
qn the back there is a ftripe 4 dirty 
white, which becomes narrower to the 
point of the tail. This whitith tripe 
is interfperfed with very fmall {pecks 
which form the diftinguifhing chara¢ter- 
iftic of our land falamander. We are of 
opinion therefore, that we may con- 
fider this Japanefe lizard, defcribed by 
Mr. Thumberg,as a variety of the fpe- 
cies of our land falamander, modited 
alittle, perhaps, bythe climate of Ja- 
pan. It is in the largeft ifland of 
that empire, named Niphon, that this 
variety is found. It inhabits the moun- 
tains there and rocky places, which 
indicates that its nature is like that of 
our land falamander, and confirms 
our conjecture refpeting the identity 
of the fpecies of thefe two animals. 
The Japanefe attribute to it the fame 
properties with which the fcinque 
has been long thought to be endowed, 
aad which in Europe, have been at- 
tributed alfo to the flat tailed fala- 
mander; they confider it as a power- 
erful ftimulant, and a very aétive re- 

medy, and on this account, in the 

neighbourhood of Jedo, a number of 
thefeJapanefe falamanders may be feen 

dried, hanging from the ceiling of 

the fhops, 
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a NEGRO in tHe ISLAND or Sr; DOMINGO.* 


Le crime a fes-héros, Verrcur a fes martyrs 


HE hiftory of illuftrious vil- 
lains ought to be effaced from 
the annals of nations, did not a 
faithful piéture of their crimes ferve 
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to render them more odious. Writers 
who have deigned to employ their 
talents in expofing the depravity of 
fome montters, have perhaps, contri- 


* Gefner, de Quadrup. Ovip. de Salamandra. p. 79. 
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buted no lefs to the happinefs of 
mankind, than thofe who have ex- 
hibited only virtues. 

The negro who is the fubject of 
the following relation, was not fo 
fortunate as Mahomet or Cromwel ; 
but from what he did, the reader may 
judge what he would have done, had 
he been placed in the fame fituation 
as thefe two ambitious fanatics,— 
There is no need to exaggerate the 
truth, to fhew how horrible and dan- 


*gerous his projects were ; for about 


twenty-five years patft, Sout of 
St. Domingo have always fhuddered 
at the name of Makandal. 

Born in Africa, in one of thofe 
countries which border on Mount 
Atlas, this negro appeared to have 
been of an illuftrious rank, as he had 
received a much better education 
than what negroes generally have. 
He could read and write the Arabi- 
an language, and he is not the only 
negro, reduced by bad fortune toa 
ftate of flavery, who has poffeffed 
the fame talents. Makandal had alfo 
a ftrong natural turn for mufic, paint- 
ing and fculpture ; and though only 
twelve years of age when carried to 
the Weit-Indies, he was weil ac- 
quainted with the medicine of his 
own country, and with the virtue of 
plants, fo ufeful, and often fo dan- 
gerous in the torrid zone. 

Tranfported to St. Do:ningo, and 
fold to a planter in the neighbour- 
hood of Cape Francois, Makandal 
foon gained the efteem of his matter, 
by his knowledge and induitry, and 
made himfelf be refpected by his 
fellow flaves, on account of the care 
which he took to procure them a- 
mufements, by multiplying thcir 
feftivals, and to cure their diforders, 
after they had bafiled the {kill of the 
European phyficians. In a fhort time, 
he was the foul of all their affemblies 
and dances, and from one end of the 
ifland to the other, the fick who were 
deemed incurable, invoked the name 
of Makandal, fending to afk from him 
the leaf or root of fome herb, which 
for the moft part relieved them, 
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Young Makandal was known then 
only by his beneficcace, and his 
great tafte for pleafure. Happy! had 
he always employed his talents-for 
innocent purpofes ; but they foon be- 
came the fource of the greateft crimes. 

At the age of fifteen or fixteen, 
love began to inflame his breaft, and 
to rule with the moft aftonifhing 
impetuofity, He did not, however, 
entertain an exclufive paflion for one 
object, but every woman who pof- 
felled any charms, received part of 
his homage, and inflamed his fenfes. 
His paffion acquired energy and ac- 
tivity in proportion as the objects 
which infpired it were multiplied. 
In every quarter he had a miitrefs. 
Tt is well known, that among the 
negroes, enjoyment foon follows de» 
fire ; and that fatiety and indifference 
are the ufual confequences ; but 
Makandal, on the contrary, appeared 
always to be more enamoured of 
thofe who had contributed to his 
felicity, and a proud jealoufy defends 
ed the empire of his love, 

The overfeer of the plantation to 
which he belonged fell in love with 
a beautiful young negro girl, who 
had attraéted the notice alfo of Ma- 
kandal, The reader may readily 
imagine how much embarraffed fuch 
a female muft be, to fix her choice 
between a rigorous and defpotic maf- 
ter, and the moft diftinguithed of all 
the negroes in that part of the coun- 
try; her heart, however, inclined 
towards her equal, and the offers of 
the overfeer were rejected. 

Enraged at this affront, he difco- 
vered that’ MaKandal had been the 
caufe of it, and he vowed to be ree 
venged; but Makandal, notwith- 
ftanding his nocturnal peregrinations, 
and the time which he devoted to 
pleafure, difcharged his duty with 
fo much punctuality and zeal, that 
he was never expofed to the leaft 
chaftifement ; a circumftance rather 
aftonifhing m a country where the 
lafh is continually lacerating the bo- 
dies of the unhappy negroes, and 
where the foul of the European not 
yet 
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yet enured by cuftom to the moft 
horrid {pedtacles, is filled daily with 
both terror and pity. 

The overfeer, eagerly defirous of 
furprifing Makandal in fome fault, 
redoubled his vigilance, but in vain ; 
the flave was always irreproachable. 
His rival, however, feeing that he 
could find no caufe for punifhing 
him, endeavoured to invent a pre- 
text ; and one day, in the middle of 
a new plantation of fugar canes, he 
ordered him to be ftretched out on 
his belly, and to receive fifty lathes. 
The pride of Makandal revolted at 
this att of injuitice. Inftead of hum- 
bling himfelf, and imploring the 
prayers and interceffion of all the 
other flaves, who were filled with 
aftonifhment and pity, he difdain- 
fully caft his implements of hufband- 
ty at the feet of his rival, telling 
dim, that fuch a barbarous order 
was to him a fignal of liberty, and 
immediately running towards the 
mountains, e{caped, {pite of the over- 
feer’s fury, and the pretended pur- 
fuit of the negroes, who gave them- 
felves little trouble to overtake 
him. 

When he had thus faved himfelf 
~~ the unjuft punifhment of an 

uropean defpot, he united himfelf 
to the maroons ; that is tofay, run- 
away flaves ; and twelve years elap- 
fed before he could be apprehended. 
He ftill, however, kept up a corref- 
pondence with his former compani- 
ons ; never was there a feftival of any 
confequence celebrated, at which 
he was not their Corypheus. But 
how came the negroes to betray their 
friend, their comforter, and their 
prophet ? for he had addrefs enough 
to make them at length believe that 
he had fupernatural virtues, and di- 
vine reve)ations. Having carved out 
with much art upon the head of a 
ftick made of the orange tree, a {mall 
human figure, which when preffed a 
Jittle on the back part of the head, 
moved its eyes and lips, and appear- 
ed to be animated, he pretended 





that this puppet anfwered whatever 
queftions were put to it, and uttered 
oracles, and when he made it pre- 
dict the death of any one, it is cer- 
tain that he was never miftaken. 

The great knowledge which Mak- 
andal had of fimples, enabled him to 
difcover in St. Domingo feveral poi- 
fonous plants; and by thefe above 
all he acquired great reputation.— 
Without explaining the means which 
he made ufe of, he would foretel 
that fuch or fuch another male or 
female negro, who fometimes lived 
at the diftance of fifty leagues from 
him, would die that very day, or 
next morning; and thofe who heard 
him utter this denunciation, foon 
learned with terror that his predic- 
tion was accomplifhed. 

The manner in which he commit- 
ted crimes which were not difco- 
vered till carried to excefs, was as 
follows: The negroes in general are 
very fond of commerce. In ourco- 
lonies there are great numbers of 
them who go about with European 
goods to the differemt plantations, 
like our pedlars. Among thefe Mak- 
andal had his difciples andhis zea- 
lous partizans; and it was by their 
means that he executed whatever 
good or bad aétion he withed to ae- 
complith. The negroes are accuf- 
tomed alfo to exercife the hofpitable 
virtues with the molt religious care, 
and to partake of fome food together 
when they fee one another after the 
fhorteft abfence.WhenMakandal was 
defirous of deftroying any one, he 
engaged one of thefe pedlars, who 
was his friend, to prefent the per- 
fon with fome vegetables or fruit, 
which he faid would occafion death 
to whoever tafted it. The perfon, in- 
ftead of imagining that Makandal 
had poifoned the fruit, trembled at 
the power of the image which he had 
on his flick, and executed the or- 
ders of the pretended prophet, with- 
out daring to fpeak to any one; the 
victim expired, and the prefcience of 
Makandal was every where seas 
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Wis-friends always found in him 
a formidable avenger, and his rivals, 
his faithlefs miflreffes,; and above 
all, thofe who refufed to grant him 
favors, were fure to fall a prey to 
his barbarity. But love, which had 
favored him fo much—love, for 
which he inceffantly committed 
crimes without number, at length 
caufed his deftruction, and brought 
him to juft punifhment. 

Makandal had with him two ac- 
complices or afliftants, who blindly 
devoted themfelves to his fervice. 
One of them was named Teyffelo, 
the other Myombe ; and it is very 
probable that they alone were in 
part acquainted with the fe¢ret 
means which he employed to make 
himfelf feared and refpedted. 

It was generally to the high moun- 
tains of Margaux that be retired in 
the day time, and there, with thofe 
two chiefs, he aflembled a number 
ef other maroons. Upon the fum- 
mits of the mountains, almoft in- 
acceflible, they had their wives and 
children, with well cultivated plan- 
tations ; and armed troops of thefe 
plunderers came down fometimes, 
under the command of Makandal, 
to ipread terror and devaftation 
through the neighbouring planta- 
tions, or to exterminate thofe who 
had difobeyed the prophet. 

Befides this, he had gained over 
feveral young negroes, who were 
able to give him an account of 
whatever paffed upon the planta- 
tions, to which they belonged, and 
among this number was Senegal 
Zami, aged eighteen, beautiful in 
fhape as the Apollo of the Belvi- 
dere, and full of {pirit and courage. 

One Sunday, Zami having gone 
#0 an entertainment, which was 
given at a plantation at the diftance 
of three leagues from that of his 
mafter, faw, on his arrival, that the 
dancing was begun. A number of 
flaves, who ftood in a ring, were 
beholding with tranfports of plea- 
fure and admiration a young female 
of Congo, named Samba, who 
danced with delightful grace, and 
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who, to inchanting looks, united 
the moft efgaging and timid mo- 
defty. Her figure was elegant, and 
in her motions, which were grace- 
ful and nimble, fhe refembled the 
tender and flexible reed, agitated 
by the frefhening breeze, Her 
fparkling eyes, half concealed by 
long eyelids, fhot forth killing 
glances ; the whitenefs of her teeth 
exceeded that of fnow, and her 
complexion, as black as ebony, ftill 
added to her incomparable charms, 
No fooner had Zami beheld her, 
than he felt in his bofom the firft 
impreflions of love. At the fame 
inftant chance direéted the beauti- 
ful eyes of Samba towards Zamis 
and fhe was wounded by the fame 
dart which had juft pierced the heart 
of the young negro. 

When the dance was ended, thefe 
lovers fought each other’s company, 
and enjoyed a few happy moment? 
together, and when they were 
obliged to feparate, they promifed 
to vifit one another as often as they 
poflibly could. Labor employed 
each of them during the day, but 
when the fun funk below the ho- 
rizon, they met at a private place, 
where, amidft a grove of odoriterous 
Orange trees, on the turf, ever 
crowned with verdure, under @ 
ferene tky, never obfcured by cloudsy 
in the prefence of the {parkling 
orbs of heaven, and favored by the 
filence of night, they renewed the 
ardent teftimonies of their affec- 
tion, and comforted each other by 
the tendereft carefles for the nes 
ceflity to‘which their fituation re- 
duced them of feparating before re- 
turning Aurora fhould gild the 
fkies. 

This happinefs continued for near 
fix months, when Samba perceived 
that fhe was about to become a 
mother. It would be impoffible to 
defcribe Zami’s joy when he heard 
this news, He was ftill in the de- 
lirium of his intoxication, when on 
quitting Samba, at the break of day, 
and entering his hut, he found 
Makanda], who was Waiting for 

D him. 
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him. ‘Makandal, who was ignorant 
of Zami’s paffion and good fortune, ad- 
dreffed him in the following manner : 

*« Zami, you know the’ formida- 
*€ ble power of my image. Rejoice, 
«4 then, “that you have found grace in 
** its fight, and that you have me- 
*® rited its confidence. ' Go to fucha 
** plantation, feek for the beautiful 
** Samba, who has hitherto difdained 
*© the vows Of all her admirers, and 
** who, for more than a year, has mor- 
“< tified me with continual refufals. 
«* Afk her to partake of fome refrefh- 
“*« ment with you, and when fhe is 
«© about to eat, dextroufly put this 
‘© powder into her ca/ilou*. It will de- 
** prive Samba of life.” 

Zami, ftruck. with thefe words, 
threw himfelf ‘at the feet of Makan- 
dal, and buriting into tears, faid, «*O! 
«« Makandal, why fhouldeft thou re- 
** quire. me to facrifice to thy ven- 
“ geance the moft perfect beauty, 
** and the pureft heart that can ho- 
“* nour our country? Know that I 
*¢ adore Samba ; that I am tenderly 
beloved by her, and that her love 
** will foon give the unfortunate Za- 
“*- mica title to the appellation of fa- 
¢* ther.” 

Whilft he was uttering thefe words, 
he embraced the knees of the ferocious 
Makandal, who, fired with indig- 
nation at feeing a happy rival, had 
drawn his cutlafs, and would have 
doubtlefs facrificed him to his ven- 
geance, had he not heard the voices 
of fome Europeans, who were calling 
the flaves to their labor. He. had 
time, therefore, only to fave himfelf 
with precipitation, and, without re- 
flecting on the confequences, left the 
poifonous power in the hands of 
Zami. “ 

Zami immediately refolved to 
make a full difcovery to the overfeer ; 
but he ftill feared Makandal, whofe 
image he dreaded, and on that ac- 
count he thought it prudent to be 
filent. 

"The day appeared. to him to be in- 
fupportably long. He was opprefled 


with fadnefs and uneafinefs ; but, at 
length, when his labor was ended, he 
flew to meet his beloved Samba, «and 
repaired to the orange grove. 

Samba had not yet arrived. Her 
lover waited a Jong time with inex- 
preflible impatience, agitated between 
hope and fear. Every moment hé 
imagined he heard the found of het 
fteps; the leaft noife, the flighteft 
agitation of tlie trees heighteried his 
illufion, and made his heart beat with 
joy. But perceiving that the hour of 
appointment was pafled, the moft 
difmal forebodings took poffeffion of 
his foul ; he gave himfelf up to the 
moft terrible conje@tures, and he at 
length loft all hopes of feeing the dear 
objeé& of his love, when the great bear 
announced that it was midnight. Sti- 
mulated by impatience, ‘the haftened 
to the habitation of Samba ; the fear 
of alarming-a ftrange plantation did 
not reprefs his ardor, and he could no 
longer delay to inform himfelf what 
was become: of his miftrefs. 

But who can defcribe the terror, 
the grief, and the defpair of the ap- 
fortunate Zami, when, on approaching 
the hut of his adored Samba, he heard 
the lamentations of feveral negro ‘wo~ 
men. He entered, and beheld Sam- 
ba ftretched out ona mat; he threw 
himfelf towards her, upon which, lift- 
ing up her dying ‘eyes, the ftretched 
outher hand and expired pronouncing 
the name of Zami. 

Zami fell motionlefs by her fide; 
he was ‘carried away fenfelefs, and 
was not informed till next morning 
that a female negro hawker had ‘been 
on the plantation, and had dined’with 
Samba. He then difcovered what ‘Ke 
knew of Makandal’s defign, and ‘he 
fhewed the. powder, which a chemift 
at Cape Francois examined, and found 
to be violent poifon, 

It was then fufpeéted what had 
been the caufe of an immenfe number 
of fudden deaths which happened 
among the negroes. People fhudder- 
ed at the thoughts of the danger 
which threatened the whole colony : 


* Soup which the segroes make of a kind of plant. 
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thé officers of juftice were difperfed 
throughout the country to feize Ma- 
kandal ; but they defpaired of being 
able to fucceed, when Zami offered 
to fecure him. 

He armed himfelf only with a club 
made ofthe wood of the guavatree, and 
lay hid to watch him in a narrow pafs 
of the mountain, to which Makandal 
had retired. ‘There he waited for five 
days, but on the fixth, before the 
dawn of day, he heard him marching 
along with two or three other ma- 
roons. Zami immediately farting 
up, knocked down Makandal’s two 
companions. Makandal drew hiscut- 
lafs to makea ftroke at Zami, who, 
with a blow of his club, made him 
drop it from his hand, and immedi- 
ately rufhing upon him, held him fait, 
and having tied his hands behind his 
back with his long girdle, conducted 
him to the Cape. 

‘Some of Makandal’s accomplices 
were arrefted aifo, and when put to 
the rack, confeffed the fecret of the 
poifon. They did more—they de- 
clared that Makandal’s intention was 
to deftroy privately the greater part of 
the planters, or to ruin them, by poi- 
foning all thofe flaves who appeared 
to be attached to them; and laftly, 
to exterminate the whole race of 
white men by a general maflacre, 
which would render him the deliver 
and fovereign of the whole ifland. 
Thetruth of this dreadful confpiracy 
was confirmed by the evidence of 
feveral other confidants of Makandal, 
but he himfelf would never confefs 
any thing ; he retained his audacity 
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and fanaticifm even in the midft of | 
the flames. He declared haughtily 
fromthe top of the pile, that the fire 
would refpeét his body ; that inftead 
of dying, he would only change his 
form ; and that he would always re- 
main in the ifland, either asa large 
gnat, a bird, ora ferpent, to protect 
his nation. His difcourfe made the 
ignorant negroes believe that his 
image would fave him; a fingular 
circuinftance appeared even for a mo- 
ment to favor this opinion. A poft 
had been driven intothe earth, around 
which a pile of faggots ‘was raifed, 
and Mekandal was fixed to the ftake 
by means of a wooden collar,- The 
eiforts which he made when fire was 
put tothe pile were fo viol€at rhat 
he tore up the itake, and walked ten 
or twelve paces with it in the midi of 
the {pectators. All the negroes im- 
mediately cried out, a miracle! but a 
foldier, who happened to be near, foon 
fhewed by a ftroke of his, fabre, that 
he was more powerful than the-pre- 
tended prophet; and he was once 
more thrown into the pile, where he 
fuffered the punifhment. which: he fo 
juftly deferved. 

Such was the origin of the deyafta- 
tions occafioned by poifon inthe Hland 
of St. Domingo, where fuch prattices 
are become more rare, though they 
are not yet entirely eradicated... 

As for Zami, when he had avenged 
the unfortunate Samba, he put him- 
felf todeath, in hopes of meeting with 
a lover, without whom he confidered 
Jife as an unfupportable burden, 


_ Ay ACCOUNT or a JOURNEY to tHe TOP or rue ALPS, 


“’» 
By Mr. De SAussuReE. 


HILOSOPHERS and _naturalifts 
whopropofe to vifit the tops of high 
mountains, generally take their mea- 
fures in fach a manner as‘to arrive 


there about the middle of the day, and 
when they have reached the intended 
fpot, are in too great hafte to make 
thejr obfervations, that they may be 





able to defcend before night. . Hence 
it happens that they alwa(s vifit great 
eminences almott about the fame hours, 
and on that account cannot form a 
jut idea of the ftate of the atmofphere 
at other times of the day, and efpe- 
cially during the night. 

It appeared to me, therefore, a 

Dz matter 








28 An Account of a Fourney to the Top of the Alps. 


matter of importance to fupply this 
deficiency in our atmofpherical know- 
ledge, by remaining long enough 
upon fome great eminence to deter- 
mine the daily variation of meteoro- 
logical inftruments; the barometer, 
thermometer, hygrometer, electro- 
meter, &c. and to wait for proper 
opportunities of obferving the origin 
of different meteors, fuch as rain, 
wind and ftorms. 

This defire was encreafed by that 
of attempting various experiments, 
which I had refolved to make upon 
Mount Blanc; but want of time, and 
the uneafinefs I felt from the rarity 
of the air, prevented me from accom- 
plithing this part of my defign. 

The difficulty was to find a con- 

¢venient fituation. I wasdefirous that 
it might have eighteen hundred toifes 
of elevation, and that it might be 
open on all fides, in order that the 
wind, and all other meteors might 
act in full liberty, I might eafily 
have found fome fummit covered 
with fnow in which all thefe proper- 
ties would have been united ; but it 
would not havé been practicable to 
saife a durable place of fhelter upon 
the fnow, and to make proper obfer- 
vations, both on account of the in- 
ftability of the inftruments, and of 
the cold and moiftnefs of the atmof- 
phere. 
- It was very difficult to find upon 
the Aips, at fo great a height, a rock 
free from fnow, acceflible at the fame 
time, and large enough to contain a 
kind of habitation, Mr. Exchaquet, 
whom I confulted upon this defign, 
told me, that upon the route newly 
difcovered,' which conduéts from 
Chamounj to Courmayeur, in paffin 
the Tacul, I would find rocks fuck 
as I wifhed for. Trufting to his in- 
formation, I began, laft fpring, to 
make preparation for this expedition ; 
and in the beginning of June I went 

‘with my fon to Chamouni, to wait 
for fine weather, and to take advan- 
tage of the moment when it fhould 
appear. I carried with me two 
{mall tents; byt I was defirous ‘to 


* The lake of Gepeva, 


have befides thefe a fmall hut con- 
ftruéted of ftone, Several feparate 
places of fhelter were requifite, not 
only for ourfelves and our guides, 
but becaufe it was neceflary to keep 
the se aggece ag and the variation 
compafs apart one from the 
other, that they might not recipro- 
cally influence each other’s variations, 
I therefore fent people before to erect 
a hut of that kind, and when it was 
finifhed, and the weather appeared to 
be fettled and fine, we departed from 
Chamouni. The firft night, July the 
ad, we flept under our tents at Tacul, 
which is a plain covered with turf, 
upon the brink of a {mall lake, con- 
tained between the extremity of the 
glacier, called the glacier des bois, 
and the bottom of a rock, known 
by the name of the mountain of 
Tacul, Next morning we departed 
thence, . at half after five, and ar- 
rived at our hut about half an hour 
after twelve. To this place I gave 
the name of the Giant’s Neck, be- 
caufe it is really at the entrance of 
the neck that one begins to defcend 
towards Courmayeur, and becaufe the 
moft remarkable mountain in the 
neighbourhood, and that which hangs 
over this neck, is called the Giant, 
a high and fteep fummit which can be 
diftinguifhed very plainly from the 
banks of our lake.* 

In going from Tacul towards the 
Giant’s Neck, we could not pafs by 
the glacier of Trelaporte, which our 
guides had croffed the year before. 
As the clefts of this glacier were quite 
open and free from fnow, fo as to 
render it entirely inacceffible, we 
were under the neceflity of purfuing 
our route hy the foot of a lofty fym- 
mit, called. la Noire, pafling along 
the edges of very fteep fheets of fnow, 
on the borders of which were many 
deep fiffures, Our guides affured us, 
that this paflage is much more dan- 
gerous than that by which they had 
gone the year before; I however 
truft very little to affertions o 
this kind, becaufe the prefent danger 
always appears greater than that 
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which is paft, and becaufethefe people 
think to flatter ftrangers, by telling 
them that oy have efcaped great 
perils. It is, however, certain, that 
this paflage of /a Noire is very dan- 

rous, and as it froze during the 
night, it would have been impoflible 
to pafs hard fteep fheets of fnow, had 
not our people gone and marked out 
a path the evening before, while the 
{now was foftened by the heat of the 
fun. 

We were expofed afterwards, as at 
Mount Blanc, to the danger of fiffures 
concealed by a very thin covering 
of {now ; thefe fifflures became {maller 
and lefs frequent towards the top of 
the mountain, and we were flattering 
ourfelves with the hopes of getting 
clear of them, when all of a fudden 
we heard fome one cry out, ropes, 
ropes. Thefe were indeed wanted to 
draw up from the bottom of the gla- 
cier, Alexis Balmar, one of the 

ople who carried our ba e, and 
io being about an bantned paces 
before us, had fuddenly difappeared 
from amidft his companions, having 
fallen into a large fiflure about fixty 
feet deep. Very luckily he was ftop- 
ped about half way down, that is to 
fay, at the depth of thirty feet, by a 
large mafs of {now which ftuck in the 
fiffure. As he fell upon the fnow, he 
received no injury, but a few {cratches 
in the face. His beft friend, P. J. 
Favret, immediately made himfelf 
faft to a rope, by which he was let 
down, and having firft fent up the 
load, the two men were drawn u 
afterwards. Balmar, when he got 
out, appeared to be a little pale, but 
he fhewed no figns of emotion ; he 
took upon his fhoulder our matraffes, 
which compofed his load, and pur- 
fued his way, as if nothing had hap- 
pened. 

The moment of our arrival at the 
end of our journey was not, as is 
yfually the cafe, a moment of fatif- 
faction. I foon faw, and not without 
fome degree of chagrin, on compar- 
ing the fitvation of our hut, with 
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other eminences which I knew, that 
its elevation was not eighteen hund. 
red toifes, as I expeéted. I found it 
alfo to be too fmall, it was only fix 
feet {quare ; it was fo low that one 
could fcarcely ftand upright in it, and 
the ftones of which it was conftruét- 
ed, were fo badly joined that the 
fnow found a paflage between them, 
and had even half filled it. The 
ridge of rocks upon which we were 
to erect our tents, and upon the an 
gular point of which ftood our hut, 
was enclofed by two glaciers extreme- 
ly narrow and wnequal, and border- 
ed upon every fide with fteep fheets 
of fnow, which one might almoft 
call precipices. For a habitation of 
feveral days, this fituation prefented 
nothing agreeable ; but the profpeé& 
from it was truly magnificent. To- 
wards Italy, we had an immenfe ex- 
tent of horizon, compofed of feveral 
chains of mountains, partly covered 
with fhow, between which, however, 
we difcovered fome forefts and culti- 
vated valleys. Towards Savoy, Mount 
Blanc, the Giant, and the interme- 
diate fummits exhibited a moft noble 
view, equally variegated and inte- 
refting. 

The people who had carried our 
baggage and inftruments, fet out im- 
mediately to return to Chamouni ; 
but I kept, befides my own fervant, 
four of the beft guides to affift us in 
our operations, and to go alternately 
to fetch coals and provifions from 
Courmayeur. 

After they had repofed and re- 
frefhed themfelves, I defired them to 
begin,and make the arrangements ne- 
ceflary for my fettlement; but fome 
remains of their fatigue, and a dread 
of the inconveniencieswhich they were 
likely to endure in fuch an abode, 
greatly weakened their ftrength and 
damped their courage; however, to- 
wards evening, when they began to 
feel the cold, they were fenfible that 
it was time for them to think of 
providing a place of fhelter againft 
night; they began therefore to ar- 
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range the large loofe blocks of gra- 
njte detached from the rock upen 
which we had taken up our abode, 
and to erect tents ; for the hut was 
uninhabitable, until they had cut 
with pick-axes, and carried away a 
fheet of ice, which they found be- 


low. the fnow, with which it was half 


filled. 

- . As for myfelf, I firft began to in- 
{pect my initruments, and to make 
experiments with thofe which requir- 
ed no preparation ; but I was much 
difappointed to find my two barome- 
ters deranged ; the drought which had 
prevailed after our departure from 
Chamouni, had diminifhed ‘the dia- 
meter of the cork which kept in the 
mercury, fo thatit ran outvery faftfrom 
both; but as the air had not gotin, 
I repaired one of them, by employ- 
ing a remedy pointed out by the 
eaufe of the evil. I kept it continu- 
ally wrapt up in wet cloths, and the 
moifture having made the cork ex- 
pand, it then ‘retained the mer- 
cury. 

Though our accommodation was 
extremely bad, we flept very foundly, 
which reftored us to our full vigor 
and attivity. In the morning we be- 
gan with great {pirit to free our hut 
fromice, and toraife it fothat we could 
fiand upright in it. We conftructed 
two pedeitals for the magnetometer, 
the variation compafs, and the board 
upoa which we intended to trace out 
ameridian line, and began to make 
fome obfervations. Our guides, who 
forefaw a change of weather, exert- 
ed themfelves with much afliduity to 
fix our tents properly, which was a 
very difficult operation, upon a pro- 
jecting rock, narrower than our tents, 
being befidies unequal in breadth, and 
compofed of large incoherent maffes. 

It was extremely fortunate for us 
that we took all thefe precautions, for 
in the night following that between 
the fourth and the fifth of July, we 
were attacked by one of the moft fu- 
rious ftorms that J ever remember to 
have feen. About one in the morn- 


ing, the wind fprang up from the 
fouth-weit, and blew with fo much 





violence, that I every. moment ex- 
pected it would have carried away the 
itone hut, in which I and my fon lay. 
In this wind there was fomething fin- 
pular it was periodically interrupted 
oy intervals perfectly calm, during 
which we heard it bellowing below us, 
in the bottom of the valley called 
VP Allee Blanche, whilt there was not 
the leaft breath of air around our 
hut. Thofe calms, however, were 
followed by fudden gufts, the vio- 
lence of which wasinexprettible ; they 
refembled repeated difcharges of ar- 
tillery, and we even felt the moun- 
tain fhake under our mattrafs, ‘The 
wind eafily found a paflage between 
the joinings of the ftones ; it once 
raifed up the clothes which covered 
me, and made me imagine that I was 
froze from head to. foot. About the 
break of day, it became a little 
calm; but it foon refumed its for- 
mer violence, accompanied with fnow, 
which made its way into every part 
of our hut. We then took fhelter in 
one of our tents, which defended us 
better. We found there that our 
guides were obliged to hold the poles 
continually, left the force of the wind 
fhould overturn them, and {weep 
them away together with the tent. 
About feven in the morning -the 
ftorm was accompanied alfo with 
hailand claps of thunder, which fuc- 
ceeded almoit without interruption, 
one of which was fo near us, that 
we diftinétly heard an eleétric fpark, 
which with a i{napping noife glided 
along the wet canvas that covered 
our tent exactly behind the place where 
my fon lay. The air was fo filled with 
electricity, that as foon as I ‘had 
placed without the tent, the point 
only of the conduétor of my eleétro- 
meter, the balls diverged as miich as 
the threads would permit them, and 
almoft at every clap of thunder, the 
electricity, from being pofitive, be- 
came negative, or from being nega- 
tive, pofitive. To convey a proper 
idea of the violence of the wind, it 
will be neceflary only to obferve, that 
our guides teing twice defirous of 

fetching fome provifions from t 
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ether tent, chofe for that purpofe 
thofe intervals when the wind feemed 
to be alittle abated; but about half 
way, though the diftance fromthe one 
tent to. the other was not above fix- 
teen or feventeen paces, they were 
attacked by fuch a furious guit, that 
to fave themfelves from being carried 
over the precipice, they were ob- 
liged to cling to a rock which was 
luckily in their way, where they re- 
mained two or three minutes with 
their clothes blown over their heads, 
and expofed toa dreadful fhower of 
hail, before they could venture to quit 
their hold. 

About noon the fky became clear, 
andMr.Exchaquet,who the evening be- 
fore had come with four guides to pay 
usa vifit, and who had fhared with us 
the feverity of the night and of the 
Storm inthe morning, embraced that 
opportunity of favorable weather to 
return to Courmayeur. 

As for us we were very well fatis- 
fied to find that with our wretched 
fhelter we had been able to refift the 
elements united, and being firmly 
perfuaded that it was almoft impofli- 
ble we. fhould meet with worfe wea- 
ther, we found ourfelves quite fecure 
againft the fear.of thofe ftorms, which 
had been reprefented to us as very 
dangerous upon fuch eminences. We 
continued, therefore, with great ar- 
dor to make every difpofition necef- 
fary for obfervations ; and we began 
next morning -a regular and unin- 
terrupted feries. When the weather 
was not too bad, my fon arofe at four 
in the morning to commence his me- 
teorological obfervations. I did not 
get uptill feven ; but to makeamends, 
I watched till midnight, while my fon 
went to bed atten. In the day time 
each of us had his fettled occupations. 

This aQive manner of life made the 
time pafs with the greateft rapidity ; 
but we fuffered much from the cold 


_ during bad weather, and in the greater 


part of the evenings, even when the 
days had been fine. Every evening 
almoft about five o’clock a wind arofe 
which blew from declivities covered 
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with fnow that hung over us to thé 
north and eaft. This wind, often ac: 
companied with {now or hail, was 
prodigioufly cold, and incommoded 
us much. ‘The warmeit clothes, even 
furs, could not fecure us from its 
We could not light a fire in our {mal} 
tents, and our wretched hut, the apers 
tures of which admitted the light, 
could not be made warm by the fire 
of our fimall fioves ; the air was fo 
much rarified that the coals burnt but 
very feebly, even when we ufed a 
pair of bellows, and if we at length 
were able to warm our feet and the 
lower part of our legs, our bodies*al- 
ways remained cold on account of the 
wind which penetrated our habita- 
tion. During thefe moments we lefs 
regretted that we were at the-eleva- 
tion of 1763 toifes above the level of 
the fea; for higher the cold would 
have been much mere fevere : befides 
we comforted ourfelyes when we're- 
flected that we were 1So toifes higher 
than the fummit of Buet, which was 
reckoned , fome years ago the higheft 
accellible part of the Alps. 

About ten in the evening, when 
the wind became calm, having fuffer- 
ed my fon togo to fleep in the hut, J 
repaired to the tent where my -coni- 
pafs was, and having wrapped myfelf 
upin my furs, and put a warm dtone 
under my feet, I began to write outa 
faircopy of the obtervations which-I 
had made in the courfe of my jour- 
ney. Loccafionally went out to ob- 
ferve my inftruments and the flateof 
the heavens, which appeared then for 
the moft part perfectly pure and fe- 
rene. After thefe two hour’s retire- 
ment and contemplation, which were 
excceedingly pleafant, I went to reft 
in the hut upon a {mall mattrafs ,fpread 
out on the ground near that of my 
fon, where I enjoyed a much founder 
fieep than ever I did in my own bed 
when at home. 

The fixth and laft evening which we 
paffed upon the Giant's Neck was moft 
delightful and charming. It appear- 
ed as if thefe lofty fummits withed 
that we fhould quit them with regret. 
Lhe 
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The fharp wind which had rendered 
the greater part of the evenings fo 
cold, did not then blow ; the fummits 
which hung over us, and the fnow 
which lay between them were tinged 
with the moft beautiful fhades of-rofe- 
color and crimfon; the whole hori- 
zon of Italy feemed to be edged with 
a broad purple border, while the 
full moon, rifing majeftically above 
this border, and appearing of a deep 
sed color, till added to the grandeur 
of this magnificent fcene. ‘The at- 
mofphere which furrounded us, had 
the =~ purity and perfect ferenity, 
as Homer affigns to that of Olympus ; 
but the valleys, filled with vapors 
which had been thcre condenfed, ap- 
peared to be the abode of obfcurity 
and darknefs. 

But how fhall I defcribe the night 
which fucceeded that beautiful even- 
ing, when, after the twilight, the 
brilliant mocn from the heavens 
diffufed floods of filver light over the 
vaft circumference of fnow and rocks 
which furrounded our fmall habita- 
tion? What an aftonifhing and de- 
lightful fpectacle did the theets of fnow 
and ice, the {plendor of which is in- 
fupportable when the fun fhines, ex- 
hibit,by refleéting the mild rays of the 
lamp of night! What a magnificent 
contraft did the dufky rocks of gra- 
nite, cut out by the hand of nature 
with fo much boldnefs, form in the 
midft of the brilliant fnow! What 
opportunity for meditation! For 
how many pains and privations do rot 
fuch moments indemnify us! The 
foul is elevated, the mind feems to be 
enlarged, and amidft that majettic fi- 
lence we think we hear the voice of 
nature, and that we are admitted to 
behold her moft fecret operatioris, The 
next morning, July the rgth, as we 
had finifhed our intended experiments 
and obfervations, we quitted our fta- 
tion, and defcended to Courmayeur. 
The firft part of the defcent, which is 
over incoherent rocks, is very fteep 
and laborious, but attended with no 
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en, and in this refpeét it has ne 
kind of refemblance to that of /Ai- 
guille-du-Goute, to which it has been 
compared, At the bottom of thefe 
rocks you enter fome meadows, and 
below thefe you find woods, and af- 
terwards cultivated fields, throught 
which you arrive at Courmayeur. 
In all this route there is no difficulty. 
We, however, fuffered much there 
on account of the heat, which to us, 
who had come from a cold climate, 
to which we had beer for fome days 
habituated, appeared to be infuppor- 
table ; but we fuffered more tom 
hunger, as our ftock of provifions 
which we had referved for this {mall 
journey, difappeared during the night. 
We ftrongly fufpeéted that fome of our 
guides had made free with them, not 
fo much for their value, but that we 
might be fooner induced to return. 
They were much tired with remain- 
ing upon the Giant’s Neck ; and our 
admiration of the laft evening, not- 
withftanding the impatience of my 
fon, made them fear that we wifhed 
toprolong our ftay. The heat and 
want of fuftenance had deprived me 
of my ftrength, threatened to brin 
on fainting, and affected my head fe 
much that I could not find words fuf- 
ficient to exprefs my thoughts. My 
fon and my domeftic fuffered alfo, but 
in a much lefs degree. Though my 
weaknefs retarded our onal, and 
by thefe means kept me at a diftance 
from relief, we at length arrived 
about feven in the evening at the vil- 
lage of Entreve, where we found the 
firit houfes in which we could get any 
thing to eat. After a day’s repofe at 
Courmayeur, which perfeétly re-efta- 
blifhed me, we again fet out, and 
pafling through Col-Ferret to Mat- 
tigny, and thence to Chamouni, 
where we ftaid three days to make fome 
experiments, and compare them with 
thofe made upon the Giant’s Neck, 
we returned to Geneva at the end of 
July. 
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THE 


VERY one in the leaft acquaint- 
EK ed with antiquity, knows that 
gladiators. were perfons who com- 
bated with others, or with wild 
beafts, for the entertainment of the 
people ; and it appears that the Ro- 
mans borrowed from the Afiatics 
this cruel and deteftable cuftom, 
which was no doubt fubftituted for 
the horrid practice of facrificing cap- 
tives at the tombs of thofe who had 
fallen in war. Homer tells us, that 
Achilles facrificed twelve young Tro- 
jans to the manes of Patroclus ; and 
we read in Virgil, that the pious 
ZEneas fent prifoners to' Evander, to 
be fectificed at the funeral pile of 
his fon Pallas. The Trojans ima- 
gined that it was neceflary to thed 
blood at the tombs of the dead, in 
order to appeafe them, and fo pre- 
valent was this fuperftition amongft 
thent, that even the women made in- 
cifions in their bodies with their 
own hands, and with their blood be- 
{prinkled the fepulchtes of thofe whe 
were dear to them. 

When people became more civi- 
lized, and. conceived a juft averfion to 
fuch horrid a¢tions, they refolved, in 
order to avoid the imputation of 
eruelty, that flaves and prifoners of war 
devoted to death according to. their 
laws, fhould be made to fight one with 
another, and to do thetr beft to fave 
their own lives, and to take away 
thofe of their adverfaries. ‘This efta- 
blifhment appeared to be lefs barba- 
rous, becaufe thofe who were the ob- 
jects of it, might by their fkill and 
dexterity avoid death, and in fome 
refpeéts, could blame only them- 
felves, if they did not avoid it. ‘To 


this therefore we may refer the origin 
of gladiators. 

‘The firit exhibition of thefe unhap- 
py wretches, given at Rome, was in 
the year 490 after its foundation, 
under the Confulfhip of Appius 

Vat. Hl. 
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Claudius and M. Fulvius. At firft 
fuch fhews were allowed only at the 
obfequies of the Confuls and princi- 
pal magiftrates of the Republic ; but 
this practice was gradually extended 
to thofe of people of inferior rank ; 
fo that at length, feveral private per- 
fons ordered exhibitions of this kind. 
in their latter wills, and we have in- 
ftances of gladiators fighting even at 
the funerals of women. 

When it was obferved by the num- 
ber of fpectators, that the people 
took great pleafure ‘in fuch entertain- 
ments, the gladiators were regularly 
taught to fight; they were carefully 
trained and exercifed, and the pro- 
feflion of inftruéting them became an 
aftonifhing art, of which there had 
never before been any example. Dif- 
ferent kinds of arms, and different 
methods of combating were invented 
for them. Some were made to fight 
in chariots, fome on horfeback, and 
others in troops; fome bad no offenfive 
arms, others were clad in com- 

leat armour, and fome had only a 
Sachider to protect their bodi¢s. Some 
had a fword, a poignard or acutlafs; 
others fought with two poignards or 
two cutlafles; fome combated only 
in the morning, others in the after- 
noon ; in fhort, they were diftinguifh- 
ed by various names, according to 
their arms and deftination. Firft, 
the Secutares, whofe arms were a fword 
and a kind of club, headed with lead. 
Secondly, the ‘Thracians, who had a 
cutlafg or feymetar, like the people 
of Thrace, from whom they had 
their name. ‘Thirdly, the D/yrmét- 
lones, who were armed with a buckler 
anda feythe, and wore the figure of a 
fifh upon their helmet. ‘The Romans 
gaye them the nick-name of Gazi: 
Fourthly,the Retiarii, who borea tri- 
dent in one hand, and anet in the 
other ; they combated in a tunic or 
jacket, and purfued a Myrmillo, cryv- 
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ing out, “ It is not thee, O Gaul, 
* that I feek, but. thy fifh.” Nox 
peto te Galle, fed pifcem peto. Fitth- 
Ty, the Hoplomachi, who were com- 
pletely armed, as their name indi- 
cates, which is derived from the 
Greek. Sixthly, the Provocatores, the 
adverfaries of the Hoplomachi; thefe 
were armed in the fame manner ~as 
the former. Seventhly, the Dima- 
cheri, who fought with a poignard 
ineach hand. Eighthly, the Egedarii, 
who always fought in chariots, Be- 
fides thefe, there were the dudabate, 
who fought on horfeback shaving their 
eyes blindfoided either with a ban- 
d2 2ge, or with the armour of the 
head, which covered the whole vif- 
age. The Meridianz, who were thus 
named, becaufe they appeared only at 
noon; they fought with a kind of 
{word againit thofe of the fame clafs. 
The Befiiarit, gladiators, either by 
condition or bravadoes, who attack- 
ed wild animals, to fhew their cou- 
rage and addrefs, like the Spanith 
‘Toreros or Toreadors of the prefent 
day. And laftly, the Fifales, the 
Cafareani, and the Pofulatiti, who 
were maintained at the expence of 
the Emperors. ‘They took the name 
of Czfareans, becaufe they were 
deftined for thofe exhibitions at 
which the Emperors affifted, and as 
they were the braveit and ‘the mot 
fkilful of all the gladiators, they 
were called Pofulatiii, becaufe the 
people often called for them. 

The Catervarii, were gladiators 
taken from the different clafles, who 
fought in troops, feveral againtt fe- 
veral. 

The fame induftry which formed 
different clafies of gladiators, render- 
ed the inftitution lucrative for thofe 
who devifed them. They were called 
Lanifie, and to their care were com- 
mitted prifoners, criminals, and flaves 
who had been guilty of any crime, 

To thefe they added other flaves, 
fkilful and robuft, whom they pur- 
chafed for the public games, and 
whom they encouraged to fight with 
the hopes of liberty. ‘They trained 
them for uhis inhuman civerfen ; 
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taight them to handle their arms 
with addrefg, and exercifed them con- 
tinually for different kinds of com- 
bats, in order to render them inte 
refting to the fpetators, and in this 
refpect, it muft be allowed that they 
had too much fuccefs. 

Befides gladiators of this kind, 
there were fometimes freed men, who 
hired themfelves to fight,’ either on 
account of the depravity of the times, 
or of their ownindigence, which in- 
duced them to follow this occupation 
for the fake of money. ‘The maf- 
ters who hired thefe voluntary gladi- 
tors, made them fwear that they 
would rather die than yield. 

Thofe who were defirous of exhi. 
biting gladiators, applied to thofe 
mafters,. who furnithed a certain 
number of pairs of the different 
clailes at a price agreed on; but in 
procefs of time, the chief men of the 
Republic maintained gladiators for 
this or for other purpofes, and among 
this number, we may reckon Julius 
Cefar, 

The Aidiles at firft fuperintended 
thefe cruel {ports ; afterwards the Pra- 
tors, and Commodus at length affign- 
ed this care to the Quaftors. 

The Emperors, either for the fake 
of pleafure, or in order to gain the 
friend{hip of the people, exhibited fuch 
fhews on their birth-days, at the de- 
dication of public edifices, at tri- 
umphs, before they fet out upon any 
warlike expedition, after a victory, 
and upon other folemn occafions. 
Suetonius relates, that Tiberius gave 
two combats of gladiators; one in 
honor of his father, and the other in 
honor of Drufus. 

Some time before the day appoint- 
ed for the combat, thofe who pre- 
fided over the games, gave notice to 
the people by bills potted up in cer- 
tain places, in,which were mention- 
ed the kind of gladiators who were 
to be exhibited; their names, and the 
marks by which th ney might be dif- 
tinguitfhed ; for each afl Tumed a cer- 
tain mark, fuch as the feathers of the 
peacock, or of other birds. They fpe- 
cified alfo the duration of. the fpec- 

tacle, 
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tacle, and how many pairs of gladi- 
ators there would be, becaufe they 
were always coupled. All this was 
fometimes reprefented alfo by a paint- 
ing expofed in public. 

On the day appointed for the fpec- 
tacle, two kinds of arms were brought 
to the arena; one: of which were 
knotty cudgels, or wooden files 
named rudes, but the other were real 
arms, fuch’ as fwords, poignards, 
cutlaffes, &c. The firit kind were 
called arma Juforia, {porting weapons, 
and the fecond arma decretoria, arms 
decreed, becaufe they were given by 
a decree of the Pretor, or of the per- 
fon who defrayed the expence of the 
fpeacle. ‘The gladiators began by 
yaaa with the firft weapons, which 
was as it were a kind of prelude, 
after which they took the fecond, and 
fought either naked orin a fort of 
jackets. ‘The firft kind of combat 
was called preludere, to fport, the fe- 
cond dimicare at cerium, to fight in 
earneft. As foon as blood began to 
flow from the gladiator, the people 
cried out, “* he is wounded,” and if 
at that moment the combatant laid 
down his arms, it was concluded that 
he acknowledged himfelf to be van- 
quifhed; his life, however, depended 
upon the fpeétators, or the perfon 
who prefided over the games; but if 
the Emperor entered at that moment, 
he faved him, either fimply, or on 
condition that if he recovered of his 
wounds, he fhould not be exempted 
from fighting again. 

In the ordinary courfe of things, 
the people decided concerning the 
life and death of the wounded gladi- 
tor; if he difplayed great courage 
and addrefs they always faved him, 
but if he behaved cowardly and 
fhewed timidity, he was generally 
devoted to deftru€tion. When the 
people intended to fave the life of 
a gladiator, they held up their hands, 
with the thumb bent down under 
the fingers, and when they pronounc- 
ed his fentence of death, it was fuf- 
ficient to fhew their hands with the 
thumb raifed up, and directed to- 
wards the unhappy victim. The 
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wounded gladiators knew fo well 
this laft fignal, that they were ac- 
cuftomed to prefent their throats as 
foon as they faw it, to receive the 
mortal ftab. After they expired, 
their bodies were dragged away from 
the arena, that fuch hideous objeéts 
might be concealed from the view of 
the fpe¢tators. 

The fondnefs of the Romans for 
thefe bratal amufements was carried 
at length to fuch a height, that Ci- 
cero introduced a law, that no per- 
fon fhould exhibit a thew of gladi- 
ators within two years before he 
ftood candidate for any public of- 
fice. Julius Cafar ordered that on- 
ly fach a number of men of this pro- 
feffion fhould be in Rome ata time; 
Auguttus decreed that only two fhews 
of gladiators fhould be prefented in 
a year, and never above fixty pair 
of combatants in a fhew; and Ti- 
berius provided, by an order of the 
Senate, that no perfon fhould have 
the privilege of gratifying the people 
with fuch an entertainment, unlefs 
he was worth four hundred thoufand 
fefterces. But the inclination of fe- 
veral Emperors for this fanguinary 
fport ruined the ftate, by encreafing 
fo barbarous a prattice. Nero, ac- 
cording to Suetonius, made feveral Ro- 
man Knights and Senators appear in 
thefe tragical fcenes, obliging them 
to fight either with one another or 
againft wild beafts. Dion affures us, 
that there were people bafe enough to 
offer to fight among the gladiators, 
in order to pleafe the prince; even 
princes themielves exercifed this in- 
famous profeffion; for we are teld, 
that the Emperor Commodus affumed 
the office of a gladiator, and fought 
with wild beafts. 

We ought not to be furprifed fo 
much at the length of time which 
thefe {ports continued, as ‘at’ the de- 
gree of refinement to whichthey were 
carried. ‘The gladiators were not 
only inftruéted in their art with the 
gteateft care, and to die in a grace- 
ful pofture, but different kinds of 
murdering weapons were invented, 
with which thefe wretches deftroyed 
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one another, and in thefe fuch acom- 
ination was fought, as might ren- 
der their combats flower and more 
terrible. But what may appear ftill 
more aftonifhing is, they were even 
fed with Batley cakes, and other 
kinds of food proper for renderin 

them corpulent, in order that the Sood 
might flow more flowly from the 
wounds they received, which gave 
the ner oc an opportunity of en- 
joying their agony longer. 

ah 3 not aie a clafs of 
gladiators the figure called Gladiator 
Repellens, or the Fighting Gladiator, 
given in the annexed plate, ought to 
be affigned. It reprefents a gladia- 
ator in the act of fighting, and is al- 
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lowed, in the unanimous opinion ef 
all artifts, to be inferior to no an- 
tique ftatue whatever. If the infcrip- 
tion on the pedeftal fays true, it was 
the work of Agafias of Ephefus, 
whofe name is not to be found in 
the lift of Greek fculptors, which 
Pliny has given. From its being 
omitted by this author, fome anti- 
quaries have concluded, that Agafias 
lived about the time of Hadrian. This 
beautiful ftatue was found during the 
pontificate of Paul MI. at Netuno, 
near the ancient Antium, where 
Nero had a palace, in which he had 
colle&ted many of the fineft ftatues, a- 
mong which this probably had a 
‘place. 


Some PARTICULARS respecrinc a MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT 
WHICH TOOK PLACE LATELY aT ESSONE, 1n FRANCE, 


HE directors of the gun-pow- 
der manufatories having learn- 
ed that Mr. Bertholet had difcovered 
a aiyere for making gun-powder, 
much ‘Kronger even than the powder 
royal, which is the bett known, they 
thought it their duty to make a trial 
of this fubftance, though it is a pro- 
blem difficult to be refolved, whether 
fuch difcoveries are more advantage- 
ous or deftruétive to mankind. 

In the month of September laft, 
having received orders from the mi- 
nifter of the finances to try an ex- 
periment with this new falt, they 
caufed fome of it to be made in their 
own manufaétories, under the in- 
fpettion of Mr. Bertholet himfelf, who 
was pleafed to communicate his fe- 
cret to adminiftration, and they pro- 
cured a quantity fufficient to make a 
proper trial of its effects. 

Two directors, Mr. Lavoifier and 
Mr. Letors, accompanied by Mr. 
Bertholet, went to the manufactory 
of Effone, on the 26th of Ofober 
Jaft, where Mr. Clouet was to join 

them, on the 28th. Mr. Letors had 
ordered a fmal] hand mill to be 
conftru&ted in the open air, and in a 
detached place, furnifhed with one 
wooden peftle and a lever pafling 





through a number of planks well 
fecured, behind which the workmen 
appointed to move the handle, and 
the direGtors were to be placed, in 
order to guard againft any acci- 
dent. 

When every thing was thus pre- 
pared with the greateft attention, by 
the care of the Commiflary of the 
manufaétory, a very intelligent man, 
they proceeded to the proof on the 
27th, at fix o’clock in the morning. 
Sixtcen pounds of po wpe were 
nicely weighed, according to the juft 
proportion, and the charcoal was 
wetted by way of precaution. Atfeven 
o’clock exattly they began to pound 
them, but they foon perceived that 
the fubftance, though moderately 
moiftened, formed itfelf into lumps 
in the mortar, and ftuck to the fides of 
the peftle.Mr.Letors endeavoured with 
a piece of wood to make it fall down, 
but as this expedient ‘did not entirely 
fucceed, it was refolved to raife the 
compofition to twenty inftead of fix- 
teen pounds, and the frefh charcoal 
was wetted before it was ufed, 

As the fubftance ftill adhered to 
the peftle, notwithftanding the addi- 
tion of more ingredients, Mr. Letors, 
zealous for the fuccefs of the experi- 
ment, 














ment, continued to fcrape it down 
at each ftroke of the pettle, with a 
kind of wooden fpatula, perfuaded 
that as the powder was not yet far 
advanced, there could be no danger ; 
he was then furrounded by Mr. and 
Mrs. Lavoifier, Mr. Bertholet, Mr. 
De Chevraud, the Commiflary, Mr. 
Mallet, one of his pupils, and Mr. 
Aldin, the principal workman, and 
was obferving, in a jocofe manner, 
what effeéts an explofion would pro- 
duce in the open air. 

Ata quarter paft eight, they fuf- 
pended their operations, when they 
found the powder farther advanced 
than they expected. Mr. Letors then 
infilted that his fellow laborer frould 
give over ftirring it with a ftick dur- 
ing the time the machine was in mp- 
tion, and ordered all the company 
to retire behind the palifade, where 
they might remain in fafety, and r- 
turn to ftir the powder, when the 
peftle fhould ceafe to att, which was 
agreed on. ‘They then went to break- 
faft, and take a little repofe, leaving 
Mr. Aldin, with the pupil, to continue 
the labor, with proper precautions, 
the principal of which was, not to 
remove fromtheir place of fhelter be- 
hind the planks, but in the mo- 
ments of interruption. In the way 
from the fpot to the Commiffary’s 
houfe, Mr.Letors remarked, with that 
effufion,of humanity for which he was 
diftinguithed, that he was forry to 
have left Mr. Aldin to conclude the 
operation, as he was a married man and 
had children, and that fuch an office 
would have better fuited a bachelor ; 
he therefore wifhed to return. Mr. 
Lavoifier replied, that he was an in- 
telligent workman, and would run no 
danger provided he kept himfelf be- 
hind ‘the planks whilit the machine 
was in action, as had been fuggeited. 
In about a quarter of an hour A pre- 
pared to return to the machinery, 
when Mr. Letors, always attive, ad- 
vanced a little before the reft, and was 
clofely followed by one of Mr. de 
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Chevraud’s daughters, who was ac- 
cuftomed to be prefent at fuch ope- 
rations, and who;underftood them very 
well. Mr. Bertholet, who had never 
feen powder mills, entered one at 
work, with Mrs. and Mr. Lavoifier, 
and the Commiflary, where they re- 
mained only a few minutes, and then 
fet out for the place where the proof 
was to be made. It was then about 
forty-five minutes paft eight. Scarce- 
ly had they advanced a few fteps, 
when a dreadful explofion was heard, 
and a thick fmoke was feen to arife 
from the fpot where the workmen 
were employed; they immediately 
ran thither, and beheld a fhocking 
fpeCtacle ; the machine was torn to 
pieces, the mortar was reduced to 
fplinters, the peftle was carried toa 
great diftance, and the unfortunate 
Mr. Letors and Madmoifelle Chev- 
raud were both thrown to the dif- 
tance of thirty feet, and dathed a- 
gamit a wail. One leg of the former 
was carried away, his right arm, 
and one of his thighs were broken, 
one of his eyes was forced from its 
focket, and the fkin of the upper 
part of his head was entirely ftripped 
off; Macmoifelle de Chevraud was 
dreadfully mangled alfo, and expired 
before him. ‘The collection of planks 
behind which the workmen were 
placed, had refied the explefion ; 
the people experienced a violentfhock, 
but none of them were wounded. 
The young man, and the principal 
workman, who had been relieved of 
their poft by Mr. Letors, had retired 
a few minutes before, in order to 
take fome refrefhment. 

What renders this melancholy a 
dent more to be lamented is, that Mi 
Letors was avery valuable member of 
fociety, equally diitinguifhed for his 
abilities in his profeflion, as for the 
amiable qualities of his mind, whic) 
procured him the ‘favor of admini- 
ftration, and the efteem of 2Il thofe 
who had the pleafure of being a 
guainted with him, 
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Sincutar ANECDOTES respecring PETER THE GREAT. 


EW people feem to have formed 

a juft idea of the chacatter of 
Peter the Great, whofe fingularities 
exhibit him under a variety of diffe- 
rent appearances. Sometimes we be- 
holdin him the hero, and fometimes 
the barbarian; his ferocity at one 
time infpires us with horror, and a 
moment after, we are touched by his 
humanity, and even his politenefs. 
Conktitutional vices, ftrengthened by 
long habitude, often affumed {fo grea 
power over}him, that no reflraint 
whatever could prevent its effect. 
Had Le Fort lived longer, he might 
have, perhaps, cured thefe habits, 
and perhaps, in the violence of fome 
paroxy{m, he might have fhared the 
fame fate as off Clytus. The Em- 


prefs Catherine, without doubt, had 
great afcendancy over her hufband, 
and the gratitude due to her for the af- 
fair of Pruth was the principal caufe of 
her being raifed to the throne ;_but fhe 


was too well acquainted with Peter to 
contradi& him openly, or to attempt 
to oppofe the torrent of his paf- 
fions. 

Peter had a conftant averfion to 
George I. King of England ; he could 
never forget, that in his paflage 
through Hanover, he had not been 
treated with that refpect which he 
thought due to him; for this reafon 
he had always fome enterprize plan- 
ned out in favour of the Pretender. 

This fovereign withed to reform his 
fubjecis, but he was defirous that it 
might be by means of fubmiffion, 
and not of reafoning. Hence it hap- 
pened, that when tounding an aca- 
demy, he confined his fubjeéts to 
the ftudy of mechanicsaand mathe- 
matics, being unwilling that they 
fhould acquire any knowledge which 
might induce them to quit that blind 
fubmiffion which he required from 
them. With regard to religion, he 
wifhed his people to have fome, with- 
out being too much attached to their 


priefts,fo that he himfelf fometimes kif 
fed the hands of their Papas,and fome- 
times he turned them. into ridicule. 

He was always meanly drefled, and 
hisiattendants, coft him very little 
for their fupport. Inftead of gentle- 
men of the bed-chamber, and pages, 
he had a dozen of young nobility 
upon the footing of Den/chiks ; a cuf- 
tom which {till fubfifts in Ruffia, 
where every officer, according to his 
rank, has more or fewer Den/chiks 
in his fervice, who are paid by the 
crown. Peter introduced this cuf- 
tom to give the Ruffian officers a kind 
of dignity in the eyesof thofe of other 
countries. When he|wentlin the morning 
to take his feat in any of the colleges, 
his Den/chik ; remained before the houfe 
near his fledge. One of thefe Den- 
{chiks, who was afterwards Field 
Marfhal Brutneflin, had a mind to 
take a part of the breakfaft, which 
Peter always carried with him, but 
the latter having perceived, that fome 
of his morfels had been gnawed, and 
having made a mark upon a piece of 
ham, which he had referved for his 
own ufe, he difcovered the delin- 
quent, who not being able to deny 
the faét, foon felt the weight of his 
mafter’s arm on his fhoulders, 

Peter rewarded liberally and pu- 
nifhed feverely. Noone received fo 
many marks of kindnefg from him as 
Prince Menzikof, whom he raifed 
from the dirt, and to whom he en- 
trufted the moft important offices, 
though he could neither read nor 
write. This favorite often commit- 
ted faults, for which his mafter fe- 
verely reprimanded him, forbidding 
him above all to receive money. 
Menzikof, however, difregarded this 
prohibition, and the Emperor being 
informed, got into his fledge, drove to 
the favorite’s lodgings, and finding 
him in bed, upbraided him in the fe- 


‘vereft terms with all his iniquities,add-+ 


ing that he had a thoufand times de- 
ferved 
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ferved death, but that by a fpecial 
favor, he fhould efcape with only a 
flight private correction, and imme- 
diately brandifhing a large cudgel, 
which he had purpofely brought with 
him, gave the culprit 4 fevere beat- 
ing and departed. As he was return- 
ing, he met Golofrin, Schaffe- 
rof, Apraxin, and other of the gran- 
dees; he afked where they were 


, gone They replied, that it wasthe 


eitival of Prince Menzikof, and that 

they were going to pay their refpects 
tohim. ‘* You are inthe right,” 
faid the Emperor, ‘ I will do fo 
** too; but fuffer me to go before, 
<< and do you follow foftly.” Men- 
zikof’s valet de chambre, feeing 
Peter returning, ran in great terror to 
inform his matter, whodid not doubt 
that he was about to receive a fup- 
plement to his correction. Peter, 
however, entered with a pleafant 
{mile on his countenance, and com- 
plimented Menzikof on his feftival ; 
telling him, that he came to beg the 
favor of his company to dinner, with 
thofe Lords who were behind him, 
and who foon made their appearance. 
Menzikof, freed from his apprehenfi- 
ons, put on the beft face he could, 
but his fides and fhoulders fmarted 
feverely, and cait a cloud over his 
countenance, fpite of all his efforts to 
conceal what he felt upon that oc- 
cafion, 

The following adventure with a 
fecretary, is no lefs tragi-comic. The 
monarch went one day to the college 
of the Empire, and afked fora cer- 
tain paper, which was depofited there. 
The fecretary who had it under his 
care, having fought for it a long 
time without being able to: find it, 
Peter became impatient, condemned 
the fecretary to be flogged, and or- 
dered two drummers to infli€& the 
punifhment. He then mounted a 
ladder himfelf, and began to rummage 
among the papers, in order to find 
what he wanted. ‘The fecretary em- 
braced that opportunity to efcape, 
and went and threw himfelf at the 
feet of the Emprefs, to whom his 
hiler was chamber maid, begging 
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her to intercede for him, Mean 
time, the drummers arrived, and hav- 
ing afked what they were to do, the 
Emperor, without turning round, bid 
them lay hold of the fecretary, who 
was there. Unluckily there was an- 
other fitting at work, they therefore 
feized him, and having ftretched him 
out on thefloor, executed the orders 
given them, notwithilanding all his 
cries:and proteftations: Scarcely was 
this bufincfs finifhed, when the Em- 
prefs arrived, and made her requeft. 
*© You have come too late,” faid the 
Emperor, “ the affair is over.” “That 
‘* is impoffible,” replied fhe, <* this 
“* man has never been out of my 
“« prefence, fince he came to beg my 
“« affiftance.’ ‘* I, however, heard 
«© him make a noife without,” re- 
turned the Emperor. ‘The fufferer, 
was then called in, whoin a plaintive 
tone related his difafter. * I am forry 
for it,’ faid the monarch, ** but 
** there is no help now, I fhall re- 
** member it.” Some time after the 
fecretary having committed a fault, 
which deferved flogging, reminded 
Peter of his promife, and the Emperor 
faid, ‘* Well, be it fo, we are now 
‘© quits.” 

Peter punifhed fuch of his domef- 
tics as fuffered themfelves to be 
bribed ; but he allowed them when 
they received any appointment, to 
make a prefent to the cafhier, after 
his own example. He had paffed 
through every degree of military 
rank, and when he fent for his pay, 
there was always a prefent for the 
pay-mafter, who received it without 
hefitation. 

Peter was indefatigable in every 
refpect, and could fuitain prodigious 
labor in the cabinet; though he 
often travelled, affairs {till went on 
in their ufual train, and his expedi- 
tions were almoft without number. In 
affairs of flate, war, police, com- 
merce, &c. he wrote all his own dif- 
patches. In like manner, he made 
out with the greateft exatnefs, in- 
ftructions for his minifters at foreign 
courts, and all orders to his generals, 
who commanded either by fea or 
land 
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land. He even kept up acorref{pon- 
dence with the greater part of them, 
and all his letters were written by his 
own hand. Thus engaged, he could 
not endure idlenefs, negligence, or 
femiflnefs in others, and when he 
found a fecretary more than once ab- 
fent, or idle, he made him be tied 
to his. defk for deveral days fuccef- 


fively. 
He rally rofe very early. When 
Mr. de Beftuchef the elder, fet out for 


England, he received his inftructions 
from the hand of the Emperor himfelf, 
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at four o'clock in the morning. He 
fixed the time forthe Envoys of fo. 
reign powers at the fame hour, and 
one of them having once delayed 
coming till five, the audience was 
finifhed, fo that he was obliged to 
follow the Emperor to the dock-yard, 
whither he. had gone, and having 
found him there at the top of a matt, 
he was under the neceflity of getting 
himfelf hoifted in a batket between 
the water and the heavens, in order to 
prefent his credentials, 


MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES, 


OLTAIRE during his laft refi- 

dence at Paris, was oppreffed with 
vifits from people of all ranks. Among 
others, a young author of moderate 
abilities, but exceflively vain, thought 
it his duty togo and PY. his re- 
fpe&ts to this Neftor’ of literature, 
and with this defign, waited upon 
him. As. foon as he was introduced 
into the philofopher’s ftudy, he began 
his compliments in the following 
words: ** Great man! to-day I have 
“© come to falute Homer ; to-mor- 
“© row I will falute Sophocles; the 
“« day after to-morrow Plato,” and— 
He was poing to continue in the 
fame ftrain, but Voltaire interrupted 
him, by fayinng, “* Little man! I 
** am very old, and fhould be glad 
*¢ if you would pay all your vifits in 
** one day.” 

At the time that Crebillon was 
finifhing his tragedy of Cataline, one 
of his friends entered his apartment 
fuddenly, and appeared furprifed to 
fee him furrounded by four ravens. 
«« Hold your peace,” fatd the poet, 
** thefe are my confpirators.” 

Annibal Caraccio and his “need re- 
turning one evening from the coun- 
try happened to be robbed. Annibal 
inmmediacely ran to give notice to the 


maoiftrates, and fketched out before 
them the portraits of the robbers fo 
well, that they were all known, and 


yery foon arretted. 
This artift was not dazzled by the 





pomp which furrounds the great ; nor 
did he ever folicit for the honour of 
cringing at their feet. Cardinal 
Borghele having one day come to-pay 
him a vifit, he made his efeape by the 
back-daor of his houfe, and left his 
pupils to receive and entertain his 
eminence: 

Two perfons of Naples having ne- 
gleted to fend for their portraits, 
which had been painted by Lueas 
Giordano, this arnft refolved to ex- 
pofe them to the public, with this in- 
feription, ‘2 am here through want 
** of money.” By this {clieme he foon 
got his money. 

Calvart having had the honour of 
being prefented to the Pope, he ap. 
peared fo timid and embarraffed that 
the Holy Father could not forbear 
from laughing ; and, in order to en- 
courage him, his Holinefs, with much 
condefcenfion, afked him if he had 
no favour to requeft—I have nothing 
elfe to beg, rephed the painter, but 
that you will fuffer me to retire. 

Mr. Godea ufed to fay, that the pa- 
radife of an author, was to compofe ; 
his purgatory to read over, and polith 
his compofitions, and his hell to cor- 
rect the printers proofs, 

Louis XIV. faid one day to father 
Maflilon, ‘* have heard. many great 
** orators.in my chapel, and I Tove 
« always been weil fatisfied with 
«* them; butevery time I hear you, 
Lam diffatisiicd with myfelf.” 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


FOREIGN. 


C.F. E. Hammarn’s Reise, &c. 
A Tour through Upper Silefia, made 
in 1783, to the Ruffian Army in 
Ukraine, by Mr. Hammarn, for- 
merly Lieutenant of Engineers, and 
Infpector of Bridges and Highways to 
the King of Pruffia. Vol. 1. OGtavo. 
Gotha. 1787. 


M; HAMMARD ‘principal de- 
fign in undertaking this tour, 
was to go and learn the art of war un- 
der the command of fo experta gene- 
ral as Marfhal Romanzow Sadunaif- 
koy. If it meets witha favorable re- 
ception from the public, he promifes 
a continuation; the fecond volume 
will contain an account of the march 
of General Romanzow’s army 
through Ruffia, and the third of his 
march through Moldavia and Wal- 
fachia. 

In the firft part of this work, we 
find the chara¢ter of the inhabitants 
of Upper Silefia. Of all the terri- 
tories of the late King of Pruffia, the 
part of Silefia, fituated between the 
Oder and Poland, is that which 
feems to have profited leaft by thofe 
lights, which that celebrated mo- 
natch endeavored to diffufe not only 
among his own fubjects, but even 
among the whole human race. It 
would be unjuft to attribute this fault 
to government, the caufe of it mutt be 
fought for a lite farther back. 

The people of this part of Silefia 
@re a branch of the Slaves, or Sarma- 
tians, who formerly eftavlifhed them- 
felves about the fources of the Vif- 
tula and the Oder, Subje¢ted for a 
long time to their own princes, petty 
tyrants, who ruled them with a rod of 
iron, they paffled alternately under 
the dominion of the Bohemians and 

Vou, Il, 


the Poles. heir nobility maintained 
their liberties under the power of the 
houfe of Auftria, and when Frederic 
the Second, King of Pruffia, took pof- 
feffion of their country, it was ftipu- 

lated that they fhould be preferved. 
It is very difficult here to employ 
religion and education, inorder to me- 
liorate the fituation of the people; 
many obftacles ftand in the way; a- 
mong thefe may be reckoned fervi- 
tude, which though foftened by the 
favor of the Sovereign, and the juftice 
of the States cannot, however, be 
entirely abolifhed at prefent, with- 
out fuining the nobility by de- 
priving them of their ftrength. Be- 
fides this, it would be dangerous to 
give loofe reins all of a fudden; to 
people whofe morals are corrupt, and 
who would abandon themfelves to 
their favorite vices, idlenefs and in- 
toxication. Of this the infurrecti- 
on which they made in the year 1781, 
in the free lordfhip of Pleffe, belong- 
ing to the Prince of Anhalt-Coethen 
is-a fuflicient proof. All the money 
expended, and all the care taken by 
this Prince, and the Countefs of Stol- 
berg-Wernigerode to provide better 
for their education, their health, their 
fubfiftence, and their domeftic hap- 
pinefs, have not produced in them 
the leaft fenfation of gratitude ; they 
confider the obligation they are un- 
der of fending their children to 
{chool, as a burden fubftituted in 
lieu of their days of labor, which 
have been diminifhed ; and they dif- 
penfe with it, under pretence that 
they hate occafion for their chil- 
dren to affift them at home; a pretence, _ 
the falfity of which is obvious, when 
one approaches their huts, and fees 
them fpend in idlenefs and intemper- 
F ance, 
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“nce, thofe days of the week 
which are allowed them to Jabor for 
themielves. Befides, even fuppofing 
theni to be over burdened with la. 
bor, twenty-five Sunday mornings 
every year for the {pace of fix or feven 
years, would be fufficient to give 
them as much inftruction as might 
ferve to regulate their future con- 
duét. 

The nobility being neither fo rich, 
nor perhaps, fo generous as the Prinee 
of Anhalt-Plefie, fhould the want of 
a fund for the maintenence of matters 
appear to prevent their being efta- 
blithed, this obitacle might foon be 
removed, by applying to that purpofe 
a part of the wealth left by the Je- 
fuits, and, independent of this, funds 
never could be wanting in a country 
where good ceconomy in the finances 
always leaves fo much in referve. 

Were divine fervice performed in 
the ordinary language in Upper Sile- 
fia, it might be confidered as akind of 
mioral inftru¢tion ; but all this part of 
Silefia being catholick, the Latin 
languagealone is heard in thechurches, 
and an intelligible difcourfe is feldom 
pronounced inthem. ‘The late King, 
one of whofe maxims was,never to 
difturb people about their religion, 
left entirely to the priefts their own 
concerns. Unhappily they have found 
it much eafier to make proceffions 

‘and drefs out their images, than to 
inftruct or edify their flocks. At 
Glatz, may be feen a miraculous vir- 
gin, clothed in all the fplendor of a 
queen. 

Part of the clergy ar¢ under the 
jurifdiGtion of foreign bithops, parti- 
cularly of that of Cracaw, who has 
work enough already in Poland. Ie 
would certainly be not at ali blame- 
able in the fecular power, did it or- 
der the clergy to add to the ref of 
their duty, tome inftruétion in the 
German language, for a limited time, 
under pain of lofing their benefices, 
which many would undoubtca:y 
for the fake of example. j 

The fecond part treats of the cul- 
ture of the country. Though Upper 
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Sdefia is not to be compared to- the 





lower in fertility of foil, it is culti- 
vated with great care. Experience 
has taught the inhabitants how far 
they ought to deviate from the efta- 
blithed principles of agriculture which 
ferve as a guide in Lower Silefia. 
Strangers do not fail to remark the 
appearance of waves formed by fur- 
rows, the bottoms of which colleét the 
water, which vanifhes in vapor, or 
runs off into ditches prepared to re- 
ceive it. ‘This method 1s not arbi- 
trary, the nature of the foil requires 
it. Under a foot or two of earth 
proper for vegetation, there isa layer 
of earth impregnated with iron, or one 
of common clay, which prevents the 
fuperabundant water from filtering 
through it, when the upper ftratuin 
is fufficiently moitlened ; the water 
therefore, is collected in the openings 
of the furrows, as in channels, and 
when the feafon happens to be too 
wet, it corrupts or freezes part of the 
feed which has fallen in them. Were 
the earth prepared in fuch a manner 
as to prefent every where a fmooth 
furface, without any depreflions, the 
feed would lofe part of the thicknefs 
of the mould which covers it, the 
waters would every where fpread, and 
the inundation might deftroy it en- 
tirely. 

We may reckon in general that the 
lands in Upper Silefia produce in a 
four-fold proportion; a fertility fuf- 
ficient to nourifh the people, and to 
keep up an advantageous trade by ex- 
portation, ‘The diftilleries, which 
ruin the people, and deftroy part of 
the revenues of the nobility, confume 
a great quantity of the grain. The bu- 
finefs of diftillation was for a long 
time in the hands of the Jews, who 
by thefe means got into their poflef- 
fion the whole riches of the country. 
Scarcely had a peafant fown his fields, 
when they became owners of the 
crop, on account of the money which 
they advanced. An order from the 
hrone in 1781, annulled thefe ufurt- 
ous bargains. Count Collona has 
fuppreffed all the diftilleries in his 
valt dominions. He hopes that the 
diminution of his revenue, whieh _ 
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fuffered for the prefent, may be re- 
paired by the confumption of beer, to 
which the peafants are gradually ac- 
cuftoming themfelves; by the ufe 
which he may make of his eftates in 
the neighbourhood of the Oder, and 
by other eftablifhments, which this 
beneficent nobleman is every day 
forming for the advantage of his 
vaflals. 

The manner of a people’s feeding 
has an undoubted influence over their 
morals, and may enable us to form a 
juft notion of the degree to which the 
cultivation of the mind is carried 
among them. A kind of gruel, made 
from black grain, and falted cabbage, 
are the nourifhment of the Silefians 
bordering upon Poland. ‘The dirti- 
nefs of their houfes, of their clothes, 
and of their whole perfons, probably 
caufes that diforder in their hair, 
which is known under the name of 
Plica Polonica* 

Potatoes are not fo generally ufed 
here as fuch a wholefome food 
ought to be. The late minifter Schla- 
berndorf having attempted to intro- 
duce the culture of them by force, 
fucceeded very badly, and was not 
able to overcome the obftinacy of the 
people, and to make them abandon 
their ancient habits. Accuftomed to 
live upon gruel and cabbage, they 
left their potatoes to the hogs, which 
they fed afterwards, for fome time be- 
fore they killed them, on the fame 
food which they ufed themfelves. 

The rearing of cattle, has made 
confiderable progrefs among the no- 
bility, but has decreafed equally among 
the people, who neglect their horfes 
and horned cattle, as much as _ they 
do themfelves. ‘They check the growth 
of their horfes by ufing them too 
foon. They are not in want of paf- 
tures, but of hay. 

Government, ftudious of meliorat- 
ing the country, required from the 
States in 1780, an account of all the 
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uncultivated land. In confequence, 
new fettlers were fent into the dif- 
ferent wafte grounds of Arthlande, 
where fuch fpots were afligned them 
as feemed to require the leatt trouble 
and expence, and to promife the 
quickeft produce. ‘There remains, 
however, abundance of low marfhy 
land to be diftributed, which might 
be rendered fit for the reception of 
ftallions, after the example of the 
Prince of Anhalt-Pleffe, who has a 
great many beautiful ones at Polnifch- 
Weichfel. 

Of all the fettlements on the left 
bank of the Oder, there is none fo 
flourifhing as the two formed by the 
Prince of Anhalt-Pleffe, at his own 
expence, at Old and New Anhalt, 
Whole villages of Polanders, depend- 
ing upon liberty of religion, and other 
advantages, which were promifed in 
Upper Silefia, flocked thither to throw 
themfelves under the protection of a 
monarch whofe word was facred, and 
intothe arms of the Prince of An- 
halt-Pleffe, whofe liberality fupplied 
their firit wants, and encouraged and 
rewarded their induttry. 

The idea of peopling new fettle- 
ments with old foldiers, has not al- 
ways fucceeded; becaufe for the mot 
part, the neceffity of the ftate makes 
troops be retained in fervice till 
they are of an age fit only for repofe, 
which it would be unjuit to deny 
them. 

At the extremity of Upper Silefia, 
contiguous to Poland, there are ponds, . 
the method of managing which de- 
ferves to be imitated. They form 
the principal part of the revenues of 
the free lordthip of Pleffe. After,the fith 
have remained in them two or three 
years, they are drained, and the earth 
which has been covered by water dur- 
ing that time, acquires a wonderful 
fertility. ‘The proximity of the Vif- 
tula, which bounds the fordfhip of 
Pleffe, and is navigable almoft to the 


* In this difeafe, the hairs, which are like fo many hollow pipes, become fill- 
ed with blood ; they grow ftilf, and are matted together in a moft extraordinary 
manner, which occalions a very painful fenfation, “attended with a grievous diforder 


ef all the limbs of the body. 
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village of Zaberfchek, facilitates the 
exportation of provifions from thence 
to Cracaw and Warfaw. Next to the 
Jake of Oppeln, that of Beronnes is 
the principal one in the country. 

he moft confiderable branch of 
trade in Upper Silefia, is that of wood, 
of which, notwithftanding the quan- 
tities confumed in forges and boiling- 
houfes, there would always be a fu- 
perabundance, were it poflible to pre- 
vail upon the inhabitants to build with 
brick, and to ufe coals for fuel; but 
fo much wood is employed for almoft 
every purpofe, that the diminution of 
it becomes very fenfible. Govern- 
ment, however, hold it as a maxim, 
that {paring wood, is the beft means 
to encreafe forefts, and on that ac- 


count, it has been forbid to build’ 


houfes after the old plan. The royal 
forefts under the infpection of Mr. de 
Wedel, are in the beft condition, and 
next to thefe, the forefts of the 
Prince of Anhalt-Pleffe, and Count 
Collona. 

Iron, pit-coal, and lead lately difco- 
vered near Beuthen and Tarnowitz, 
are the minerals of Upper Saxony. 
Almof all the mountains of the lord- 
fhip of Pleffe contain inexhauftible 
treafures of coal which remain hid in 
the earth. There is no one digs for 
it but the Prince, who ufes it in his 
boiling-houfes. His attempt to employ 
it in cafting iron, did not fucceed, on 
account of the fulphur cf the coal, 
which mixed with the metal. The 
¢oal of Emanuel Leegen, in weight 
and hardnefs approaches near to that 
of Newcaltle. It were to be wifhed, 
that fome method might be difcovered 
of freeing it from its fulphur, which 
would render it Jefs hurtful, and 
bring it into general ufe. The Prince 
would be then encouraged in his en- 
terprize of tranfporting it as far as 
the mouth of the Viftula, and the 
coafts of the Baltic fea, to the preju- 
dice of the Englifh, who carry theirs 
thither. Thefe coals are continually 


burnt in the brick and lime kilns, 
and inthe fugar houfes of Upper 
Silefia. 

The lordthip of Beuthen furnifhes 
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almoft alone for all the forges iron 
ore, without a mixture of whicii all 
that comes from other places would 
not acquire the neceflary degree of 
finenefs and malleability. It is alfo 
to the weft of the city of Beuthen, 
that the lead mines, negleéted for 
more than a century, have begun to 
be turned to advantage. 

Nothing is wanting to this country 
but falt, which the inhabitants have 
not been able to difcover any where. 
The Emperor’s mines at Willitfcka, 
furnifh all that is ufed in Upper Silefia, 
The King buys it there fod diftributes 
it to his fubjeéts. This monopoly 
brings a confiderable revenue to two 
monarchs ; Poland and Silefia, depend- 
ing as much in that refpect upon the 
Auftrian court, as the greater part of 
the Pruffian fubjeéts, upon that of 
Brandenburgh, the juftice of which, 
and its regard for its fubjects, are fo 
great, as not to permit any encreafe 
in the price of fo neceflary an article; 
it is however dear enough to tempt 
fome to fmuggle it, 

Thofe who carry on this contra- 
band trade, are the mountaineers of 
Tefchen, called Coralns. They af- 
femble upon the frontiers to form a 
kind of caravan army, which fome- 
times conduéts fifty or an hundred 
waggons loaded with falt, and de- 
fended by two or three thoufand peo~ 
ple, to whom they belong. When 
they have penetrated into the Pruffian 
territories, they ufe with great cruelty 
thofe who attempt to moleft them, 
and there have been feveral inftances 
of their putting to flight whole fqua- 
drons. 

Among the manufactures of this 
country, that of cloth at Pleffe, and 
next thofe of the fame kind at Tarno- 
witz, hold the firft rank. Thefe 
cloths are exceedingly,good and fine; - 
the Emperor has prohibited them by 
forbidding the introduction of foreign 
woollen ftuffs into Ludomeria, and the 
reft of his territories. This prohibi- 
tion caufed fevera] manufacturers to 
return to Bieliz, in 1782 and 1783 
and at other times into the Auftrian 
countries, from which the greater 
part 
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‘part of them had come, in order that 
they might there continue their com- 
mercial fpeculations with Polifh Auf- 
triae The Pruffian conful at Jafly 
prefented a plan for re-eftablifhing the 
commerce with Moldavia and Walla- 
chia, which would have indemnified 
the lofs of the preceding. ‘The cele- 
brated Bronkenhof has already ac- 
quired great profits there, notwith- 
ftanding the loffes which he fuftained. 
The trade carried on there by barter 
is very advantageous ; hides, wax, 
and cattle, turn to very good ac- 
count. 

Coarfe cloths employ a great num- 
ber of hands in Lower Silefia, and are 
exported abroad, by means of many 
canals, The two fettlements of the 
Prince of Anhalt, which are called 
the old and new Anhalt, manufacture 
alarge quantity, For the convenience 
of the inhabitants, the Prince takes 
npon himfelf the fale of them, which 
is accomplifhed by means of a houfe 
eftablifhed for that purpofe. 

The Prince’s glais manufactory has 
gained theapprobationof connoifleurs, 
on account of the finenefs of the mafs, 
as well as for the fhape and fafhion. 
‘The Prinee attempted to make ufe of 
pit-coal there, as at Hanover ; but the 
coals hurt the quality of the glafs. 
The Hanoverians have found out the 
fecret of conftructing their furnaces in 
fuch a manner, that the fulphurous 
vapor pafles, through pipes prepared 
for that purpofe, without injuring the 
mafs in fufion. The manufa¢tory for 
bleaching wax in Upper Silefia, and 
thofe of thread and cloth at Mount 
St. Clement, are in a thriving con- 
dition, and atteft the indefatigable 
care of the Prince for the profperity 
of the inhabitants of his lordfhip, 
where, by the force of labor under 
his aufpices, profperity and goad or- 
der prevail. 

After an account of the culture of 
the country, the author confiders the 
fituation of Silefia in a political and 
military point of view. During the 
war which the late King of Pruffia 
had to maintain for the defence of his 


conqueft, that part of Upper Silefia 
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which lies between the Oder and the 
kingdom of Poland felt, in fome mea- 
fure, the misfortunes experienced by 
the other part of the fame province. 
Parties feldom appeared there to pro- 
cure forage and raife contributions ; 
except the flying corps of the late 
General Werner, whom General Lau- 
dhon followed in his retreat along the 
Viftula, and the corps of Count Re- 
nard, a Saxon General, who had a 
fkirmifh with the Pruffian Huffars 
towards Clofter-Rauben, no numerous 
bodies of troops were feen upon the 
left bank of the upper part of the 
Oder ; for the infurgents who dared 
to advance from Hungary, by the 
mountains of Tefchen, as far as the 
country of Kofe], appeared only to 
be defeated by the brave Rofenkrantz,a 
captain of cavalry, and to be driven 
back without a poffibility of returns 
ing to the mountains of Tefchen, 
from which they had come. The 
ftrong holds of Schweidnitz, Glatz, 
Neifs, and Kofel, being the conti- 
nual objects of the operations of the 
war, the countries on the left fhore of 
the Oder were fuffered to remain in 
peace. ‘The rugged and fteep ways 
through the mountains which conduct 
to them, can be paffed only by {mail 
carriages ufed for commerce. Armies 
with their artillery can find no accefs, 
as the whole country is filled with 
woods, marfhes, and Jakes. 

It is only in Upper Silefia that the 
Oder and the Viftula begin to aflume 
the appearance of large rivers, and to 
be navigable, the ff at Ratibor, 
and the other at the village of Saber- 
{chek, in the lordhhip of Pleffe, both 
however, only when the tide flows, 
and with flat bottomed boats. The 
Olfa, which near a village of the fame 
name, in the lordfhip of Oberberg, 
difcharges itfelf into the Oder, is of 
the fame fize as the Brfchmfa, flows 
from the mountains of Tefchen, and 
often occafions fudden inundations, 
like all other rivers that have their 
fources in an elevated fituation. ‘The 
Stober and the Malapanna, are the 
only rivers of Upper Silefia which, 
befides thefe, deferve to be men- 
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ioned, the reft are properly but 
muddy rivulets in the greater part of 
their courfes. 


Historia pet Luxoy pe was Le- 
¥ES SUMPTUARIASDE EspaGna, 
&ce. A Hiftory of the Luxury and 
Sumptuary Laws of Spain ; by M. D. 
Giovanni Sempere. Madrid, 1788. 
2 vols. O&avo. 


THE politicians and ftatefmen of 
Europe, even after having read Mon- 
tefquieu, Melo, and Hume, will find 
great pleefure and profit in perufing 
the Hiftory of the Luxury of the Spa- 
nifh Nation. Mr. D. Giovanni Sem- 
pere, already known in the republic of 
letters by feveral works of erudition, 
has treated this fubje& with much dif- 
cernment. To the qualities of a 
faithful hiftorian he has joined thofe 
of a profound philofopher, without 
ever difguifing the truth under the 
pompous veil of the modern philofo- 
phy. He begins his hiftory at the 
time of the Carthaginians, and brings 
it down as far as the reign of Charles 
Il], The luxury of thefe powerful 
rivals of ancient Rome encreafed al- 
ways in proportion to their riches; 
and by their example they have fhewn 
our politicians that to attempt to ani- 
mate commerce, and, at the fame 
time, todeftroy luxury, is to pretend 
that a caufe does not produce its ef- 
feéts. The Romans, whofe virtues 
furprife us, becaufe we believe them 
npon their own teftimony, gave theis- 
felves up, however, to every paffion : 
from their very origin they were in- 
clined towards luxury ; and as they 
could not fupport it but by laborious 
induftry, to which they had not as yet 
attained, they were obliged to have 
recourfe to piracy, toufury, to every 
fpecies of rapine, and even to the in- 
famous traffic of flaves, of which the 
Cato’s themfelves were not afhamed. 
It is true the tribunes of the people, 
the fenate, and the Emperors fuccef- 
fively enaéted many fumptuary laws ; 
but how could laws of that nature be 
obferved by a people who neglected no 
means to draw to themfelyes the whole 





riches of the world? The Goths de- 
ftroyed the arts and the fciences, and 
luxury then difappeared of itfelf, un- 
conftrained by any law. Thefe exam- 
ples prove to pretended reformers 
the falfity of their philofophy, and 
fhew that parfimony among the gene- 
rality of mankind is the effeéts either 
of barbarity or of poverty; and that 
every poflible effet made to fupprefs 
magnificence will always be of no 
avail among a polifhed people who 
have ability to fupport it. The hif- 
tory of the middle ages is a continn- 
ed proof of this truth : the luxury 
of Andalufia was carried to a very 
high degree when the induftry and 
riches of the Arabians were at their 
height ; the Jews of Toledo became 
remarkable for their pomp, and the 
two Caftiles, notwithftanding fump- 
tuary laws, were furpaffed in magni- 
ficence by no people. ‘The Crufades 
having given new vigor to commerce, 
the Catalans were feen launching out 
into ail the extravagance of luxury, 
and Javifhing immenfe fums upon fe- 
male fingers. Scarcely had the prudent 
Ferdinand encouraged the arts and 
manufactures at Seville, when that city, 
which had become the centre of the 
commerce of Europe, faw itfelf the 
capital of luxury and of fafhion. In 
vain did the fucceffors of this Prince 
multiply edicts refpeéting moderation ; 
the profperity to which he had given 
rife continued three centuries and a 
half, and for three centuries and a 
half did the government ineffectually 
ftruggle againit fuperfluous expences. 
In fo long aferies of years Henry III. 
was the only Sovereign who fhewed 
that he fully underftood the force of 
the human paffions : he permitted the 
ufe of precious ftones, gold, filver, 
filk, and furs, which were then fafhi- 
onable to every woman, whatever her 
rank might be, provided her father or 
her hufband kept a horfe of a certain 
value. Thus making the vanity of the 
fair fex contribute towards the renew- 
ing and preferving the race of horfes, 
then almoft loft, and which has fince 
become fo famous. 

The family of Auftria came into 
Spain 





























Spain at the happieft jun¢tare, when 
the valuable metals of America began 
to appear in that Kingiom: neverthe- 
lefs this was the epocha of the fuccef- 
five decline of the Spanifh nation. 
Charles V. entrufted the government, 
public offices, and all the interefts of 
the nation, to foreigners, who, under the 
fpecious pretext of moderating the 
Spanifh luxury, ruined the national 
manufa€tures ; and then, to fatisfy the 
wants and gratify the tafte of the pub- 
lic, imported large quantities of fo- 
reign merchandife of every kind. The 
nation, accuftomed to brilliant fefti- 
vals, became every day poorer, by 
parchafing, at a great expence from 
their own deftroyers, the objeéts of 
their luxury. The gold and filver of 
Americaintroduced afterwards coaches 
from Flanders, French hair dreffers, 
and the whimfical rariti€s of every 
country, fo that luxury encreafed in 
allthe provinces of Spain at the fame 
time that induftry was difappearing. 
We fee, therefore, an aftonifhing phe- 
nomenon at the beginning of the fe- 
venteenth century: Spain fallen into 
the deepeft mifery; and yet, at the 
fame time, carrying luxury to the 
higheft degree of extravagance. The 
houfe of Auftria, fays Mr. Sempere, 
found the Spaniards leamed, labo- 
rious, and full of aétivity, and left 
them ignorant, indolent, and unhap- 
py; whereas the houfe of Bourbon 
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The Hiftory of the Reign of PETER THE 
Crue, King of Caltille and Leon, 
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THE utility and importance of hif- 
tory is univerfally acknowledged; by 


* A kind of band or neckcloth, which 
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having found them in the moft humi- 
liated fituation, brought them back to 
their ancient energy. Philip V. 
though a French Prince, the very firft 
day of his arrival, put on a goliglia*, 
which was then generally ufed in 
Spain; he forgot his own country, 
to remember that only over which he 
— ; and all his fumptuary laws 
had no other: objeét but the exclufion 
of foreign and an encreafe of national 
manufactures. Ferdinandj VI, made 
no laws Lae nes luxury, becaufe he 
was perfuaded that to favor induftry, 
and to limit its effeéts, is bad policy. 
Charles III. publifhed no fumpteary 
laws but fuch as were calculated to 
produce real happinefs among the peo- 
ple ; he limited the number of horfes 
to be employed in carriages, to pre- 
vent a fearcity of them for war or 
other neceflary purpofes; and he fet 
bounds to the celebrated {pettacle of 
bull fights, left there might not 
be a fufficient number of oxen for 
agriculture. 

We fincerely regret that the limits 
of our work will not permit us te 
make extra¢ts from this work as its 
merits require. We mutt, however, 
obferve that Mr. Sempere has here 
given a convincing proof of the ex- 
tent of his erudition, of his acute dif- 
cernment, and of his abilities as a 
writer. 


BLICATIONS. 


exhibiting in a favorable point of 
view, the ations of good princes and 
virtuous men, and by unveiling the 
crimes and villainy of the bad, it be- 
comes akind of mirror of human life, 
which if” properly confulted might be 
of the greateft fervice to mankind. Ow 
this account, therefore, every author 
who adds to the general ftock, when 
his work is executed in a tolerable 
manner, deferves the thanks of the 


was very uneafy to thofe whe were not ac- 
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public, and much more thofe who 
make us acquainted with periods, the 
events of which were before little 
known, or veiled in obfcurity and 
darknefs. 

Peter, king of Caftille, whom all 
nations have branded with the deteft- 
able epithet of cruel, was the fon and 
heir of Alfonfo XI. king of Catftille, by 
Maria, daughter of Alfonfo, king of 
Portugal, and at the age of fifteen 
fucceeded his father, who died of the 
plague in 1350, while befieging the 
fortrefs of Gibraltar, which had been 
wrefted from him by furprife. Soon 
after his acceffion to the throne, he 
fent the bifhop of Burgos and Don Al- 
varo Garcia de Albornez, to demand 
in marriage the accomplifhed Blanche, 
daughter of the duke of Bourbon, but 
happening to fee the beautiful Donna 
Maria de Padilla, at the houfe of Al- 
baquregite his prime minifter, he be- 
came fo enamoured of her tha he 
could not enjoy a moment’s reft till 
he got poffeflion of her perfon. While 
Peter was {pending his time in fond 
dalliance with this beautiful favorite, 
who had been delivered of adaughter, 
news was brought that Blanche of 
Bourbon was arrived at Valladolid, 
where the queen mother refided. This 
information gave the amorous mo- 
narch great uneafinefs, and it was not 
without much entreaty that Albuquer- 
que prevailed upon him to fulfil his 
engagement, and efpoufe the daughter 
of the duke of Bourbon. Three days 
however after his nuptials he de- 
ferted his new queen, and returned to 
the arms of his miftrefs, while the 
unfortunate Blanche, attended by the 
queen-mother, retired to Otordefillas, 
where fhe waited her youth in afflicti- 
on, without any other confolation, 
than that of being lamented by thofe 
who knew the cruel treatment fhe had 
met with. 

Peter, like moft tyrants, was ca- 
pricious and fickle; enjoyment foon 
cooled his affeétion for Padilla, and 
having feen Jane de Caftro, widow 
of Don Diego de Haro, who ftruck 
his fancy, he married her publicly, 
and fhe was proclaimed queen of 
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Caftille. With this lady, however, he 
remained only two nights, after which 
he abandoned her, as he had done the 
unfortunate Blanche: His affe@tion 
for Padilla began now to return, and 
he haftened once more to the arms of* 
a miftrefs, who foon recovered all 
that dominion over him which fhe 
feemed to have loft. At length, by the 
inftigation of this woman, whom he 
wifhed to raife to the throne of Caf- 
tille, he ordered queen Blanche to 
be poifoned ; who accordingly fell a 
facrifice to the wanton caprice of this 
brutal tyrant, in the twenty-fifth year 
of her age. Padilla did not long en- 
joy her triumph : fhe was foon after 
feized with a fit of illnefs, which car- 
ried her off in the Alcazcar of Seville, 
to the great grief of her paramour, 
who caufed her to be interred with 
o- pomp in a monaftery of her own 
ounding. 

Among many other atts of cruelty; 
Peter ordered his two baftard bro- 
thers to be put to death, the eldeft of 
whom was only nineteen, and the 
younger no more than fourteen years 
of age; but after an unfortunate 
reign, he himfelfwas murdered by his 
baftard brother Henry, count of Tra- 
ftamara, who had taken up arms a- 
gainft him.‘The account of this event, 
together with the author’s charaéter of 
Peter, we fhall give in his own words 
as it will ferve as a f{pecimen of the 
work. 


As foon as it was known in Henry's 
army that the King had retreated into 
the caftle of Montiel, orders were given 
that it fhould be immediately furround- 
ed with troops, and clofely watched, fo 
that nothing could ftir out without be- 
ing inftantly perceived, Among the few 
who got into Montiel with King Peter, 
there was a knight, whofe name wap 
Men Rodriguez de Senabria, who had 
been taken prifoner at Bribiefca, when 
Henry was firft proclaimed King of 
Caftille, and had been ranfomed by De 
Guefclin, on his telling him he was a 
native of Traftamara, which county was 
ceded to De Guefclin by Henry. This 
knight hearing that De Guefclin com- 
manded the detachment that lay before 
the caftle of Montiel, fent a meffage to 
let him know he wifhed for a private 
conference; which De Guefclin confent- 

ed 











Review of New 


#1 to. He then offered him two hundred 
thoufand gold doblas, and many lordfhips 
and cities in Caftille, ifhe would fuffer the 
King to efcape. De Guefclin apprifed 
Henry of what had paffed, who thanked 
him, ‘and faid he was better able to give 
that fum and thofe lordfhips than Peter, 
and would reward him with them, and 
‘engaged him to accept of the confezence, 
amd perfuade the King to come to his 
tent. For this purpofe a fafe-conduct 
was offered on the oath of De Guefclin 
and others; but this was no fooner 
known in the camp, than rumors of 
treachery were privately circulated, Be 
that as it may, the unfortunate King, re- 
duced to the laft extremity, fcarce any 
water left, his army defeated, himfelf 
deferted by his friends, and the few left 
unable to affift him, in a fit of defpair, 
finally refolved to go to the tent of De 
Guefclin, After a few words had paf- 
fed, Peter fufpeéting his danger faid, 
‘+ It is time to be gone;” and was go- 
ing to mount, when he was abruptly told 
to ftop. Suddenly Henry appeared, arm- 
ed at all points, and came clofe to King 
Peter, who did not know him again, not 
having feen him for a long time ; though 
fome one faid, ‘* Sir, take care ; your 
** enemy is coming.’? Henry on his:pare 
exclaimed, “* Where is that Jew who 
* calls himfelf King of Caftile?’? At 
this the undaunted Peter, roufed with in- 
dignation, inftantly replied : ‘* Thou art 
‘* a traitor; I am Peter, King of Caftile, 
** Jawful fon of King Alfonfo ;’’ and at 
the fame moment grappled with Henry, 
and being the ftrongeft threw him down; 
then laying his hand on his {word would 
certainly have killed him, had net at 
that moment the Vifcount Rocaberti (fome 
fay it was De Guefclin) feized King Peter 
bythe leg, and turning him onone fide, 
gave an opportunity to Henry to get 
‘uppermoft ; who drawing out a _ long 
poignard, plunged it into the bofom of 
Peter, and, with the afliftance of thofe 
rprefent, immediately killed him. 

Thus, by the hands of his baftard bro- 
ther Henry, was miferably murdered on 
the 23d of March 1369, inthe g6th year 
of his age, and agth of his reign, the un- 
fortunate Peter, King of Caftile, the laft 
male heir of his line, defcended from 
Raymond, Count of Burgundy, who, a- 
‘thout the year 1100, married Urraca, 
‘daughter of Alfonfo VI. King of Caf- 
tile. 

The body of Peter was left for three 
days unburied expofed tothe people, out 
of policy, that all ranks might be certain 
he was nomore. With this unfortunate 
monarch there alfo fell two gallant Eng- 
Jifhmen, who were flain for having drawn 
their {words in his defence when grap- 
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pling with Henry, Thal were Sir Ralph 
Holmes and James Rowland, whofe {pi- 
rit and bravery deferved a better fate, 
The life of Fernando de Caftro was {par- 
ed on account of his long attachment and 
fidelity to his fovereign. 

The governor of Montiel immediately 
furrendered the caftle to Henry, who 
took him into favor, as he did all others 
who fubmitted to him, rewarding gene- 
roufly his friends, as well foreigners as 
his countrymen; and with the title ef 
Henry the fecond and the bountiful, 
hegan his reign as King of Caftile and 
Leon. 

A violent oppofition arofe from ae 
broad; the right of Henry to fucceed, 
as a baftard, being ftrongly called in 
queftion; and many Caftilians went into 
voluntary exile rather than fubmit to 
him. 

The King of Portugal claimed the 
crown of Caftile, as great grandfon to 
King Sancho by Beatrix his daughter, 
and fent a challenge to Henry. The 
kings of Navarre and Aragon likewife 
endeayoured to recover thofe places 
which they thought they had a right to.; 
but the greateft itorm feemed to be from 
England, where John of Gaunt, Duke 
of .Lancafter, ftiled himfelf King of Caf- 
tile ; and not only demanded that crown 
in right of Conftance his wife, daughter 
to Peter, but embarked for Spain, and 
headed an army to dubftantiate his 
claim. 

The late Peter, King of Caftile, was 
handfome in perfon, and of a fair com- 
plexion. He had a flight impediment in 
his {peech, and rather ftammered. What 
is fingular, the fame defeét is attributed 
to his cotemporary Peter, King of Portu- 
gal. His conftitution was robuft, and 
free from infirmities, enduring all man- 
ner of fatigue without the leaft inconve- 
nience. Like his father, he was fond af 
the chace, which was the reigning patli- 
onof the age. ‘He was of an amorous 
difpofition, and extremely inclined to 
the fair fex; fufpicious, covetous, and 
fanguine; valiant withal in the field, in 
contradi€tion to the general habits of 
thofe vices. ‘Hiftorians have ‘faid that he 
was a ftri@ difpenfer of juftice ; that the 
country was free from robbers during his 
reign; that evil-doers ftood in dread of 
him, and many quitted the kingdom; 
for which his countrymen ought to have 
acknowledged fome obligation in that 
ferocious age, when robbery and plunder 
were fo common in Europe, and fcarcely 

confidered as offences; particularly in 
England, where they rofe to fuch a height 
that it was as dangérous-to travel there 
as among the Arabs; infomuch that Peter 
King of Cyprus ‘and Jerufalem, who vi- 
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tted England abét this time, viz. in 

363, had been barbaroufly robbed on 
he highway, and ftripped of his money 
and baggage. 

King Peter is generally branded with 
the epithet of Cruel. Foreign writers fet 
no bounds to their acrimony and abufe. 
Mattheo Villani, an Italian writer, calls 
Peter, ** acruel and beaftly King, whofe 
royal mind confifted of the moft cruel 
tyranny ; a perverfe intoxicated monarch, 
the tyrant of Spain, unworthy the name 
of a king.” Yet after the patffions of 
men were cooled, and thofe were no 
more, who deprived him of his kingdom, 
and were interefied in blackening his 
fame, he, was called El Fufticiero. The 
fame was alfo obferved with refpe& to 
Peter, King of Portugal, of whom the 
Portugueze hiftorians fay, that*he was by 
fome called The Cruel, by others Exe- 
cutor of Juftice ; which laft title, they 
add, more properly belonged to him. 
The fate of both thefe kings was remark- 
able: the former was deprived of the 
realm of Caftile, and of his life, by his baf- 
tard brother Henry; and the baftard fon 
of the latter got poffeffion of the king- 
dom of Portugal. 


A Concife Account of the Climate, Pro 
duce, Trade, Government, Mannerss 
and Cuftoms of the Kingdom of Pegus 
&c. by W. Hunter, A. M. Surgeon. 
Printed at Calcutta. London, re- 
printed for]. Sewel and}. Debrett, 
1789. 12mo. 2s. 6d. 


THOUGH many Europeans have 
vifited the Eaftern regions, and though 
confiderable additions have been 
made to our ftock of geographical 
knowledge by their labors, yet there 
are fome countries in that quarter of 
the globe into which few travellers 
hate penetrated, and with which we 
are very little acquainted, Among 
the generality of mankind a defire of 
enlarging feience is but a fecondary 
confideration ; the acquifition of 
wealth is the principal obje& which 
engages their attention; and on that 
account whatever countries appear 
incapable of gratifying their ruling 
paffion, are, for the moft part, neg- 
JeGted. We may, therefore, with 


- juftice fay, that we are as much 
ndebted to accident as to any caufe 


whatever for great part of our know- 





ledge refpe€ting remote nations ‘The 
fhipwreck of the Antelope difcovered 
Pelew, and convinced us that thereare 
a people on whom the light of truth 
never beamed ; a ‘people in a ftate of 
nature, whofe bofoms glow with the 
nobleft principles of benevolence, and 
who poflefs virtues which we fhould in 
vain Pek for among fome of the proud 
fons of Europe. An event nearly fimilar 
gave Mr. Hunter an opportunity of 
examining the kingdom of Pegu. In 
the year 1782, being on a paflage 
from Bengal, in thefervice of the Eaft 
India Company, on board of a fhip 
which was totally difmafted, and ob- 
liged to put into the river Syriam to 
refit, he endeavoured to procure, dur 
ing his refidence there, fuch informa- 
tion refpecting the ftate of the coun- 
try as the fhortnefs of the time would 
permit. 

Pegu is a kingdom of farther India, 
and is fituated between the rsth and 
24th degrees of north latitude. It is 
t¢rminated on the weft and fouth by 
the fea; on the fouth-eaft by the king- 
dom of Siam; on the north by that 
chain of mountains which forms the 
boundary of the Chinefe empire on 
that quarter; and on the north-weft 
by the kingdom of Ava. Its length 
is about fix hundred miles, and its 
greateft breadth about three hundred 
and fifty, 


The whole country, fays Mr. Hunter, is 
low, and the land can only be feen at a 
very {mall diftance from fea. Addto this, 
that the water is fhallow a great way off 
from the coaft, fo that one gets into three 
or four fathoms before one is within fight 
of land. Thus a perfon who is unac- 
quainted is much at a lofs; and a cir- 
cumftance which, unlefs he is aware of 
it, will encreafe his confufion, is this, 
that the chart publifhed in our Englifh 
dire€torvy, in even the lateft editions, 
lays down the entrance of the river 
twelve miles too much to the fouthward, 
Hence it comes, that, after a man has 
got into the Jatitude of the place, by the 
chart, he is furprifed to find no land 
within the reach of his eye. This errop 
is reétified in a new chart of Pegu, 
which is inferted in the laft edition of 
the French Neptune Oriental. The tides, 
near the bar, at the new and full moon, 
tife about twonw fect perpendicular, and 
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their flow is amazingly rapid. Whenthe 
Succe/s Galley came out of the river Sy- 
riam, in September 1782, fhe gradually 
fhoaled her water, till the man at the lead 
called out two fathoms and one foot, which 
was lefs, by two feet, than the draught 
of the fhip: the was, confequently, a- 
ground ; a the mud is fo foft here, 
that it gives no refiltance for a fathom 
under its furface, She deepened, by de- 
grees, into three fathoms, when an an- 
chor was let go; and, the flood coming 
in, the water rofe, in a very fhort 
time, to fix fathoms and a quarter. 

From what has been faid concerning 
the fituation of this country; and, ftill 
more, from the profpeét one has, in go- 
ing up the river, which is lined on both 
Gdes with thickets and marfhes, one is 
naturally led to f{uppofe, that it muft be 
very unhealthy ; and yet there are the 
ftrongeft reafons to believe, that the per- 
fon who fhould fuppofe fo would form 
a moft erroneous judgment. The natives 
are, perhaps, the moft robuft and mufcu- 
lar race of men that we meet with any 
where in India; they are feldom attack- 
ed by difeafes; and, what is ftill more 
to the purpofe, Europeans, who have 
lived here many years, enjoy an uninter- 
rupted good health. A perfon that has 
refided, even for a fhort time, in Pegu, 
would alfo join the teftimony of his own 
fenfations to al] thefe other proofs of its 
falubrity. Even during the rains, which 
all over India make the moft difagree- 
able and fickly time of the year, the air, 
in this place, is temperate, and has an 
elafticity unknown, at the correfponding 
feafon, in any other part; which gives 
vigor to the whole animal fyftem, and 
enables it to fupport a great degree of 
fatigue. Perhaps the rapid motion of the 
tides may account, in fome meafure, for 
this unexpe&ted healthinefs of the cli- 
mate; at leaft, I know of no other caufe 
to which it can be afcribed. 


The inhabitants are of a fwarthy 
complexion ; their features refemble 
thofe of the Malays; they have broad 
faces, large black eyes, flat nofes, pro- 
minent cheek bones, and extremely 
large mouths. On their chins they 
wear a tuftof hair, but fhave the re- 
maining part of their beard ; and like 
feveral other eaftern nations, confider 
ier black teeth as a very great beauty. 

n their ears they wear various kinds 
of ornaments; but one appears to be 
peculiar to this country; it is a 
thin plate of gold rolled upin the form 
efa quill, about the thicknefs of one’s 
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finger, which is thruft through a hole 
made in the ufual part of the ear large 
enough to receive it. This defcrip- 
tion, Mr. Hunter fays, is chiefly ap- 
plicable to the Birmahs, that 1s the 
natives of Ava, or their defcendants, 
who are very numerous, as the go- 
vernment is now in their hands. The 
original inhabitants of Pegu have faces 
approaching more to the oval form, 
features more regular and fofter, and 
their looks feem much more expreffive 
than thofe of the Birmahs, with 
whom in other refpeéts they nearly 
agree. The Birmahs, however, who 
wifh to diftinguifh themfelves from 
the conquered people, employ a very 
fingular badge for that purpofe, 


The thigh of every Birmah, including 
the hip and knee, is of a jet-black, which 
has a very fingular appearance; and this 
mark they receive in their childhood. It 
is made by the repeated application of 
an inftrument with a great number of 
fharp points, placed clofe together, fome- 
thing like that ufed in carding wool, 
till the part is entirely covered with 
drops of blood. After this they apply 
a liquid, of which galls is a principal 
ingredient. This excites a confiderable 
degree of fever; and it is computed by the 
natives themfelves, that about two children 
out of five perifh, in confequence of the 
operation. Some perfons of higher rank, 
have, inftead of this, their thighs covers 
ed with the reprefentation of tigers, and 
other wild beafts, imprinted by a proce({s 
fimilar to the former. 


The men have long black hair 
tied on the top of their heads, over 
which fome wear a white handker- 
chicf in the form of a turban. Others 
go with their heads bare, and deco- 
rate them with flowers. About their 
loins they wrap a piece of party co- 
lored filk, which is afterwards paf- 
fed over the fhoulder, and goes round 
the body. People of higher rank, 
have this cloth fo long as to hang 
down over their thighs and legs, 
which among the lower claffes are 
entirely bare. The women wear a 
fhort jacket to cover the upper part 
of their bodies; the remainder of 
their drefs is a piece of cloth faftened 
round the loins, and hangs down to 
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the ancles. It is doubled over a few 
inches at the for: part, where it is 
open; but in fuch manner, that the 
thigh is difcovered in walking through 
its whole length.’ 

No information is of greater import- 
ance to the philofopher, than that re- 
f{peting the manners and difpofition of 
vude and uncultivated nations. The 
more his knowledge of mankind is 
enlarged, the abler he will be to com- 
prehend the operations of the human 
mjnd, and to account for that dif- 
ference of charaéter, which inde- 
pendent of phyfical diftinétions fepa- 
Fates the various tribes difperfed over 
the face of the earth. A ferocious 
fhynefs renders all intercourfe with 
fome equally difficult and dangerous ; 
cunning is the prominent feature in 
others, and there are fome who are 
diftinguifhed not only by their frank- 
nefs and affability, but even by their 
hofpitality. The people of Pegu 
feem ,to be of the latter kind. We 
fhall give their character in the au- 


thor’s own words. 


In their behaviour to ftrangers, they 
are obliging, and thew a degree of 
franknefs that one would by no means 
expe to mect in a nation whom we have 
been accuftomed to look upon as barba- 
rous. They exprefs a great curiofity to fee 
the manners of ftrangers, which makes 
them often come into their houfes, and 
obferve all that is doing, without ap- 
pearing to be underany conftraint. They 
alfo take pleafure in imitating the drefs 
and behaviour of thofe who come among 
them, and appear highly delighted when 
a ftranger imitates any of theirs. In re- 
turn, if you go into their houfes, you are 
received with great hofpitality ; the people 
are eager to find fomething that may give 
you fatisfaétion, and feem very happy 
when you fhew eny marks of being pleaf- 
ed. They have none of that ftrictnefs 
which diftinguifhes the other eaftern na- 
tions ; but will themfelves condué you, 
with the greateft alacrity, through every 
part of their dwelling. The merit of 
their complaifance is fo much the greater 
on this account, that it cannot, in any 
degree, be afcribed to fear, as a franger 
is here entirely in their power, and the 
people have a very highidea of their own 
tuilitary force and prowels. 


The religion of thefe people is 
much the fame as that of the Gen- 
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toos, and among many other objets 
of worfhip, they pay adoration to evil 
fpirits, which they endeavor to ap- 
peafe, and render propitious with 
prefents in the fame manner as the 
Tonquinefe and other neighbouring 
nations. ‘Their priefts are numer- 
ous, have confiderable influence in 
the ftate, and live on the alms which 
they receive from the people. Their 
government is defpetic, and going to 
law is attended with as het confe~ 
quences in Pegu, as in fome coun- 
tries of Europe. Of this Mr. Hunter 
fays, he faw aninftance. Two Eng- 
lith gentlemen, having a trivial dif- 
pute, went before a judge, who con- 
demned each party to pay triple the 
fum contefted, 

The arts feem to be in 2 very im- 
perfect flate in this country. ‘Their 
agriculture is confined to the culti- 
vation of rice. The farmers cover 
the ground three or four inches deep 
with water, through which the blade 
fprings up, and it is foon after tranf- 

lanted into another field, where it 

13 fuffered to grow and ripen. Pegu 
produces filk and cotton, and the na- 
tives have the art of making cloth 
of each of thefe materials, but they 
often combine both in one piece, 
and they dye the thread ufed for 
weaving of various colors, fo that 
cloth made in this manner refembles 
that ufed in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, and known by the name of 
Tartan. 

There are no buildings of ftone here 
but thofe fet apart for religious pur- 
pofes. Mr. Hunter defcribes one, 
which he calls the Go/den Pagoda, It is 
a circular edifice, or rather a polygon 
of a great number of fides, about 
thirty feet high, terminated above by 
a round fpire of a very great height, 
which, however, differs from a cone 
in this refpeét, that a line drawn on 
its furface, from the apex to the 
bafe, is not a ftraight one, but forms 
a curve inwards, fo that the whole 
approaches near to the form of a 
fpeaking trumpet. This fpire is co- 
vered with gold, from which the Pa- 
goda has its‘name, and at the top 
there 
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there is a ring, from which are faf- 
pended a number of {mall bells, that 
make a continual jingling noife by 
the agitation they receive from the 
wind. ‘The building below is hol- 
low, and there is one paflage which 
leads into it; but this is fhut.up by 
an iron grate, which is never open- 
ed, except when fome religious ce- 
remony is to be performed; round 
the building, are eee on the ground 
a great number of ftone figures, repre- 


fenting wild beafts of an enormous 


If refearches into the manners and 
cuftoms of nations, principally nga € 
the philofopher, a know edge of its 
produétions will be the object of the 
member of a commercial kingdom. 
The chief article of trade which in- 
duces the European to vifit Pegu, is 
'Teak-wood, which abounds here more 
than in any other part of India. 
This tree grows to a great fize, and 
except that it is more flexible and 
not quite fo hard, it refembles oak. 
It is ufed all over India, not only for 
making furniture, but alfo for the 
conftruétion of veffels, as it has this 
advantage over every other kind, that 
it does not corrupt fo foon in the 
water. ‘Tin and bees wax are alfo 
articles of commerce here, and gold 
is produced in no contemptible quan- 
tity, but the exportation of it is not 
allowed, nor is it ufed for money. 
The fame prohibitien is extended 
alfo to falt-petre, which might be 
prepared in abundance, if permiffion 
could be got to export it. With 
regard to the commercial advantages 
to be derived from this country, Mr. 
Hunter is of opinian, that if per- 
miflion could be obtained to export 
its gold, it would become a valuable 
branch of trade, as the Malay coatt 
is at prefent the only part of India 
from which it is procured. ‘The ex- 
portation of tin from Pegu is alfo 
great, but he fays, might be greatly 
encreafed. There feems, however, 
to be an infuperable bar to the pro- 
grefs of commerce in this country ; 
the jealoufy of the natives, and their 


averfion to have much’ intercourfe 
with ftrangers. The Imperial Com- 
pany, it is true, have a fa¢tory at 
Rangoon, furrounded by a wall, and 
upon which the colors of the Com- 
pany are hoifted ; but veffels which 
come hither to trade, meet with a 
treatment equally mortifying, as that 
to which the Dutch are forced to 
fubmit in Japan. As foon as they 
come to anchor, the guns and rudder 
are carried on fhore, and not de- 
livered again till they have finifhed 
their bufinefs, and areabout to depart. 
Mr. Hunter’s reflections upon this 
caution, are fo agreeable to our own 
fentiments, that we cannot help tran- 
{cribing them. 


As this behaviours faysthe author, has ren- 
dered the tradeof Pegu much !efs confider- 
ablethan it otherwife would have been, and 
retarded the advancement of the country, 
both in richnefs and civilizvation, it will, 
doubtlefs, appear to be very impolitic ; and 
yet, if independence is the greateft good 
that a nation can enjoy, we muft confefs 
their prefent condué to be the wifef 
they could have purfued, as being the bek 
calculated to preferve that invaluable 
poffeffion. Any man who is acquainted 
with the means by which the European 
powers have obtained their eftablifhments 
m Hindoftan, will be convinced of the 
truth of this affertion. Under the pre- 
tence of trade, they obtained permiilion 
from the Sovercigns of the diftrias they 
vifited to build factories and forts, and to 
keep in pay a body of troops, both 
which they ftrengthened and augmented 
by degrees, under various pretexts, till 
they reduced to a ftate of dependence 
thofe very princes, to whofe indulgence 
they were indebted for all their poileffi- 
ons, Is it then at all furprifing that the 
Birmahs fhould be unwilling to encou- 
rage an intercourfe, which they have feen 
to produce fuch fatal effeéts, and rather 
chufe to refign the advantages they might 
derive from an extenfive commerce, than 
endanger their exiftence as an indepen- 
dent people? Happy nation! who are 
contented to enjoy the wealth which na- 
ture has, with liberal hand, beftowed on 
your foil, and know not the defire of 
foreign riches, and foreign luxuries, 
which has tempted others to relinquifh 
the more fubftantial bleffings of liberty 
and independence. May you long cone 
tinue to preferve, with jealous care, this 
your moit precious birth-right, and re- 
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je@, with difdain, the moft fplendid al- 
lurements, if they tend in the leaft to put 
it in danger. 


To this work, is added an -appen- 
dix, containing an enquiry into the 
caufe of the variety obfervable in the 
Reeces of fheep in different climates, 
anda defcription of fome caves at 
Elcphanta, Ambola and Canara.: 


A Generac Description oF 
CHINA ; containing the Topography 
of the fifteen Provinces, which com- 
poe this vaft Empire, that of Tar- 
tary, the Ifles, and other Tributary 
Countries; the Number and Situati- 
on of its Cities, the State of its Po- 
pulation, the Natural Hiftory of its 
Animals, Vegetables and Minerals ; 
figether with the late Acconnts that 
have reached Europe, of the Govern- 
ment, Religion, Manners, Cuftoms, 
Arts and Sciences of the Chinefe. With 


@ correc? map, and other copper 


plates, 2 vols. OGtavo. 15s, Lon- 
don, 1788. Robinfons. 


EVERY perfon in the leaft ac- 
quainted with modern hiftory, knows 
that the Chinefe, next to the Ja- 
anefe, are the moft fufpicious people 
in the world; that they defpife all 
nations but themfelves; that they 
care very little for foreign trade, 
and that it has been an eftablifhed 
maxim amongft them from time im- 
memorial, to hold as little intercourfe 
as poffible with their neighbors, and 
to admit no ftrangers to the interior 
parts of their kingdom. The enter- 
prifing fpirit, and enthufiaftic zeal of 
the miflionaries, who chofe to run 
every hazard, rather than to be dif 
appointed in their fchemes, opened a 
way, however, into this country, 
where by their abilities and addrefs, 
they ingratiated themfelves with the 
Emperor, and the Mandarins, from 
whom they obtained leave to form 
eftablifhments, and to preach the 
Chriftian religion, ‘To the relati- 
ons of the miffionaries, we are 
therefore indebted for the greater 
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part of our knowledge refpedtitig the 
Chinefe empire—An empire than 
which none deferves more to be 
known, both on account of its dura- 
ation and extent, and of the many 
fingularities in its form of govern- 
ment. Various accounts of China, 
have appeared at different times, and 
much information is to be found re- 
fpecting it, in the Lettres Edifiantes, 
great part of which were publifhed by 
the celebrated Du Halde, who wrote 
alfo a defcription of China and Chinefe 
Tartary, in four volumes, folio. But 
though it might have been expeéted, 
that thefe works would have enabled 
the Europeans, to form a juft notion 
of the manners, cuftoms, and difpo- 
fition of the Chinefe, the learned 
feem to differ widely in their ideas 
refpecting them. By fome they have 
been extolled, as the wifeft and moh 
enlightened of mankind, while others 
have exhibited them in a moft con- 
temptible point of view, and repre- 
fented them as a defpicable people, 
deceitful, ignorant, and fuperttitious, 
and deftitute of every principle of 
humanity or juftice. Two late writ- 
ers, Mr. Sonnerat and Profeffor 
Paw, of Berlin, feem to have been 
particularly prejudiced againft the 
Chinefe, and it appears from the 
Abbé Grofier’s preliminary difcourfe 
prefixed to the general hiftory of 
China, and of which the tranflator 
has given a copious exrract iu hig 
preface, that great part of the Ab- 
bé’s defign, in this work, was, to 
vindicate the nagional charatter 
of the Chinefe, to free them 
from the afperfions of thefe and 
other writers, and to exhibit a true 
and faithful view of the Chinefe em- 
pire, and of the manners and cuf- 
toms of the people. ‘The author, in 
our opinion, has executed his tafk 
with much ability ; he has given the 
beft accoung of this immenfe empire 
ever publifhed, and has felected witle 
great caution and judgment from 
the lateft and moft authentic accounts, 
whatever tended to illuftrate his fub- 


ject, and has arranged the whole in 
the 
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the cleareft and moft methodical man- 
ner. 

The firft volume of this work is 
divided into four books. The firft 
contains a topographical defcription 
of the fifteen provinces, which com- 

ofe what is called China Proper. 
This is, perhaps, the moft tedious, 
though not the leaft interefting part 
of the work. In the account of the 

rovince of Pe-tcheli, which is that 
in which Pe-king, the capital, is fitu- 
ated, we find fome curious obferva- 
tions refpecting the nature of the 
climate. 


The temperature of the air of this pro- 
vince fays the author, does not feem to agree 
with its latitude. Although Pe-tcheli extends 
no farther than to the forty-fecond degree of 
north latitude, yet all the rivers there are 
fo much frozen during four months in the 
year, that horfes and waggons with the 
heaviclt loads, may fafely pafs them. 
It deferves to be remarked, thatthe whole 
body of ice is formed in one day, and that 
feveral are neceflary to thaw only the fur- 
face. What may appear no lefs extraor- 
dinary is, that duriug thefe fevere frofts, 
one does not feel that fharp and pinching 
cold which accompanies the production 
of ice in Europe. Thefe phenomena 
cannot be accounted for, but by attri- 
buting themto the great quantity of nitre 
which is found difperfed throughout this 
province, and to the ferenity of the fky, 
which, even during winter, 1s feldom ob- 
fcured by a cloud, The phyfical expla- 
nation which we have given of this fingu- 
lar temperature, is fully confirmed by 
experiments lately made by Father Amiot 
at Pe-king, which convinced him, that 
in thiscapital and neighbourhood, as far 
as feven or eight leagues around, the water 
air and earth equally abound with nitre. 

In the province of Kiang-fi, is the 
village of King-te-tching, the place 
where the moft beautiful porcelain 
is manufa@tured, and celebrated for 
the number of its inhabitants, who 
are faid to amount to a million, 


This village, in which are colleéted the 
beft{ workmen in porcelain, is as po- 
pulous asthe largeft cities of China. It 
is reckoned to containa million of inha- 
bitants, who canfume every day more 
than ten thoufand loads of rice. It ex- 
tends a league and a half along the banks 
ofa beautiful river, and is not a collec- 
tion of ftraggling houfes intermixed with 
{pots of ground; on the contrary, the 
people complain that the buildings are 
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tao crowded, and that the long flreete 
which they form are too narrow ; thofe 
who pafs through them imagine them- 
felves tran{ported into the midit of a 
fair, where nothing is heard around, but 
the noiie of porters calling out to make 
way. Provifions are dear here, becaufe 
every thing confumed is brought from re- 
mote places ; even wood, fo neceffary for 
their furnaces, is a€tually tran{ported from 
the diftance of an hundred leagues, This 
village, notwithftanding the high price of 
provifions, is an afylum fora great num- 
ber of poor families, who could not fub- 
fiftany where elfe. Children and inva- 
lids find employment here, and even the 
blind gain a-livelihood by pounding co- 
lors. ‘The river in this place forms a 
kind of harbor, about a league in circum. 
ference : two or three rows of barks 
placed in a line, fometimes border the 
whole extent of this vaft bafon 
King-te-ching contains aboyt five hun- 
dred furnaces for making porcelain, all 
employed : the flames and clouds of 
fmoke, which rife from themin different 
places, fhew even at a diftance the extent 
and fize of this celebrated village; to 
thofe who approach it by night, it has the 
appearance ofa large city on fire Stran- 
gers are not permitted to fleep here ; they 
muft either p the night in the barks 
which brought them hither, or lodge with 
their friends, who are obliged to anfwer 
for their condu&. This regulation is 
judged neceffary, to maintain order and 
fafety in a place, the riches of which 
might excite the avidity of a number of 
banditti. ; 


In book fecond, we havea defcrip- 
tion of Chinefe Tartary, which is di- 
vided into two parts, the eaftern and 
the weftern ; together with an account 
of fome other nations, fubje&ed to the 
Chinefe government, fuch as the St- 
fans, or Tou-fans, who inhabit a 
ridge of mountains to the weft of the 
provinces of Chen-ff and Se-tchaen, 
the Lo-los and the Miao-tfe moun- 
taineers, who were fubdued by the 
prefent Emperor Kien-long. The 
Abbe’s account of this event is as 
follows, 


The moft powerful and intra@able of 
the Mrao-t/e had formed on the frontiers 
of Se-tchuen and Koei-tcheou, two petty 
ftates : one of which was called the Greater 
Kin-tchouen ; the other, the Lefs.—Each 
of thefe ftates was governed by a difting 
Prince. About twenty-five years ago, 
the Miao-t/e made fome devaitations in 
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the territories of the empire ; upon which 
anarmy was fent againfi them. The firft 
generab who attacked them was defeated, 
and had his head cut off. His fucceffor, 
more artful, entered intoa treaty with 
thefe half-favages, and caufed rich pre- 
fents to be diftributed among them, with 
which they retired to their mountains. 
Care was taken to inform the Emperor, 
that the Miao-t/e had returned to their 
duty; and that they had laid down their 
arms, and acknowledged his authority. 
However, hoftilities commenced a few 
years after. The Emperor on this was 
highly incenféd ; formed a refolution of 
extirpating thefe turbulent fubjeéts ; fent 
another army againft them, divided into 
three bodies, each confifting of forty thou- 
fand men, and ordered the Commander 
in Chief (General Ouecn-fou) to climb their 
frightful mountains. The enemy, to al- 
lure him with the greater confidence, 
made but a faint refiftance in the firft de- 
file. After having made their way through 
it, the General and his troops found them- 
felves in a narrow pafs, where they had 
nothing before them but other fteep 
rocks: the Miao-t/é then fhewed them- 
felves in great force, blocked up every 
paflage and outlet, and when the Chi- 
nefe were almoft exhaufted by famine, 
attacked them fword in hand, and made 
fuch flaughter, that they did not fuffer a 
fingle man to efcape. It was not known 
until feveral years after in what manner 
they had treated General Ou-en-fou. The 
two other Generals, who did not fup- 
port him, were punifhed; one being 
ftrangled, and the other fent mto banifh- 
ment. 

The Emperor at length appointed 
Akouit generalifiimo of all his forces: he 
could not have made a more judicious 
choice. _ Akout was aman of great cool- 
mefs and of unfhaken conftancy, whom 
nothing could difcourage, and who was 
not afraid of difobliging the Emperor, 
fhould the good of the fervice require 
him to purfue any plan contrary to his 
inclination. The new general penetrat- 
ed into the mountains by the fame route 
as his predeceflor ; but he took care to 
amake himfelf mafter of all the neigh- 
bouring rocks, by ordering fome of his 
troops to climb them, and to preferve a 
retreat. This firft difpiay of ability let 
the Miao-t/¢ know what kind of a gene- 
ral they had to encounter. Akout aéted 
with the greateft caution; he remained 
two or three months before one rock, 
and if he at length difcovered that it was 
in the leait accetfible. he took advantage 
of night, 6rathick fog, to caufe a fufh- 
cient mimber of fuidiers to gain its fum- 
mit: he never retreated; each ftep he 
advanced, was {fo inucit ground loft te 
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the enemy. By perfifting refolutely in 
following this plan of operation, the ge- 
neral at length accomplifhed his defign, 
and fubdued thefe favage mountaineers, 
after having driven them into their inmoft 
retreats, One of the princes who go- 
verned them perifhed in the courfe of the 
war; the other was taken and conduéted 
to Pe-king, with his*whole family. This 
conqueft was finifhed in the year 1776. 
The Maio-t/¢, to defend their liberty 
and country, did every thing that could 
be expeéted from human valor ; even their 
women foughtwith the moft obitinate fury. 
The following ftory is related of one of 
thefe female patriots, Force and ftratagem 
had been employed for two months to 
get poffeffion of a fmall fort built on a 
very high rock; but without fuccefs. 
One morning, at day-break, fome of the 
foldiers on guard, being alarmed by a 
noife like that of a perfon ftepping with 
great caution, approached fottly, when 
they thought they perceived fomething in 
motion. Two or three of the nimble, 
by the help of cramp-irons fixed to their 
fhoes, {crambled up the rock a little way 
on that fide whence the noife feemed to 
proceed, when they difcovered a woman, 
who was drawing water. They imme- 
diately feized her, and afked who com- 
pofed the garrifon that for a long time 
had made fuch an obftinate refiftance in 
the fort, I, faid the, f alone ; but 
being in want of water, I came hither to 
fuk fine, without expecting to mect you, 
She then difcovered to them a fecret 
path, by which they were conduéted inte 
the fort where fhe had remained alone, 
and of which fhe had been the whole 
defence; fometimes firing her mufquet, 
at others, tearing off fragments trois 
the rock, which fhe rolled down on the 
foldiers, who in vain attempted to 


climb it. 


The laft chapter of this book con- 
tains a curious defcription of the 
ifland of Tai-ouan, or Formofa, in 
whichJohn Struys affirms to have feen 
with his own eyes, a man who had a 
tail more than a foot in length, and 
greatly refembling that of an ox. This 
man faid his deformity, if it was one, 
proceeded from climate, and that all 
thofe of the fouthern part of the ifland 
were born with tails like his. The de- 
{cription of Formofa is clofed withan 
account of the difafter which befel it 
in'1782z, when half of the ifland was 
fwallowed up by an earthquake. 


(To be continued. ) 
POETRY. 








eM nw aa 


7s 


Vem nr Qeist 


— 
o 


ww ee 8S VR 











P..@ E 


Gps +0 PLT Y. 


I. 
SWEET Nymph of foft ove mien, 

With ftreaming eye and flowing hair, 
With bleeding fect, who ftill art feen 

Following, where’er with srantic air 
Pale forrow flies, difpenfing many a woe, 

Prepar’d to foothe, and mitigate the 

blow— 

Pity, hear my anxious call, 

And when thy mother flings her fcorpion 
dart, 

Dipt in keeneft, bittereft gall, 
©! be thou near to heal the wounded 

heart.— 

Daughter fair of Love and Sorrow, 

From thy various parents borrow 

Charms of foul-fubduing pow’r, 

#Charms to foothe the faddeft hour — 
If Love hath given thee fmiles of healing 
balm, 

To bid the woe-worn heart be calm, 
Thy mother gave thy foul-fubduing tone, 
And all thy fighs and tears, are thine from 

her alone. ; 
I 


Sweet friend of man, was ever foul, 
By angry hate fo firmly fteel’d, 
That to thy delicate controul, 
His iron breaft refus’d to yield ? 
Ev’n ftern Revenge, whofe bofom fcarce 
can melt, 
Thy fov’reign pow’r, thy gentle fway 
hath telt.— 
When furious Wrath the fword hath 
rais’d 
To plunge it deep into the adverfe breaft, 
If on thy téarful eye he gaz’d, 
His rouz’d up pailions funk to fudden 
reft— 
Oh ! thou beft prize, which fav’ring 
heav’n, 
To blefs the race of mam hath given ; 
Still on his heart exert thy fway, 
Still rule his tranfitory day. 
Ah! gentleft maid, without thy healing 
power, 
How. would o’erwhelming tumult 
lower! 
Revenge untir’d, depopulate the plain, 
And chaos, ruin, death, and defolation 
reign,— 


At eve in that delightful hour, 
When day muft yield totwilight’s fadden- 
ing power, 
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When every ruder wind is laid, 
And whifpering breezes gently fan the 
fhade, 
Then, pity, then, thou oft art found 
With many a weeping grace encircled 
round ; 
Then thou, with fome enchanting 
tale, 
Where winning woe and pleafing grief pres 
vail, 
Beguil’ft each virgin of her tears, 
Who thy foft forrowing ftory hears, 
And ftill their gentle bofoms own, 
Of thy bewitching voice the fadly pleat 
ing tone. 
Still may fweet maidens, feel fuch 
pleafure, 
For Sympathy’s their brighteft treafure, 
And thy foft tears a balm beftow 
To heal fair Virtue’s wounds, and mitigate 
her woe. 
IV. 
Daughter at’ once, and nurfe of love, 
Oft in his caufe haft thou effay’d, 
With infant tendernefs to move 
The bofom of the cruel maid.— 
When he affumes the frantic looks of grief 
Thou bidd’ft her fmile, and give h's breaft 
relief. 
But, ah! fweet maid, when from 
dark hell, 
Infernal difcord, and fufpicion fell, 
With cruel aim, difcharge their darts 
To feparate the fondeft hearts, 
Let fall thy tears, foft balfam drop- 


ping, 
The blood, with thy torn garments 
ftopping, 
Which ‘the deep ranklmg wounds 
diftil, 
And let thy pow’r each bofom fill: 
Oh, draw foft tears from friendfhip’s als 
ter’d Ae; 
Prompt thou the reconciling figh ; 
Bid mutual love again their bofoms 
bind, 
And to themfelves once more, each pity= 
ing heart be kind, 


When the red torch of furious war 
Flames, with a kindling blaze around, 
When the loud trumpet fends afar 
The hoftile death-denouncing found, 
Then o’er the blood-ftained field thy 
banners wave, 
Thea melt the bofoms of the truly brave, 
H And 
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And ftill to awful valor’s fide, 

To real valor still wert thou allied, 

O ! gentleit maid, be ever near, 

And check his ardor with thy foftening 

tear. 

Then in the conqueror’s raptur’d bo- 
fom, 

While joy puts forth her lovely blof- 


fom, 
And while fubdued, the forrowing 
foe, 
Bends in the duft with heart-felt woe, 
Then rule the viétor with thy gentile 
fway, 
Then grace the great, the glorious 
day: 
Bid hiss a kneeling adverfary {pare, 
And with immortal fame, do thou the 
glory fhare. 
VI 


O!tnymph, from whofe enchanting 
face, 

Is never wip’d the tears affecting trace ; 
Whote botom ever heaves a figh, 

While dewy luftre trembles in thine eye, 
While life fubfifts and feafons roll, 

Affert thine empire o’er the human foul— 
Bid every fofter feeling live, 

And to the worthieft new perfeétion give. 
To thee the grateful arts (till owe, 
The pleafing tran{ports they beftow, 
And painting fill, and {culpture own, 

Their chieteft charms derived from thee 

alone ; 
Mufic from thee her raptures ftealing, 
Touches each foft, each tender feel- 
ings 
And ah ! tothee, the Mufes owe the line, 
That melts the yielding foul with tender- 
acfs divine, 
Henena. 


A DESCRIPTION or trust HOUSE of 
ENVY. 


OVID. MET, RB. 12. V. 76t.* 

[NFLAM'D with wrath, and full of an- 

xious cares, 

To Envy’s hou‘e the goddefs ftrait repairs : 

Deep in adreary den the building flood, 

Defil’d with gore, and black with putrid 
bleod, 

No fun e’er gilded o’er the horrid gloom, 

No winds e’er pitre’d within the darkfome 
room, 

No cheerful blaze fupply’d the place of iight, 

‘But all was liftlefs, cold, and endlefs night. 

Here, when Minerva cante, fhe ttood 

aloof, . 

(For Wifdom never enters Envy’s roof) 

And ftruck the dcors—the doors wide open 
flew, 

And al] the Fury open’d to her view, 

There the curt fiend, low feated on the 
ground, : 

And gorging viper’s ficth, the goddefs found. 
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Recoiling at the fight, with wild furprize, 

Afide, fcarce unappall’d, fhe turn’d her 
eyes 5 

But Ries, flowly rifing from the floor, 

Left her half-eaten ferpents tteep’d in gore, 

And dragg’d her hated form, foft crawling 
to the door, 

There, when fhe faw the goddefs dreft im 
arms, 

In all the {plendor of immortal charms 

Struck at the fight fhe groan’d and all 
around 

Her: hollow fighs diffus’d a mournful found ; 

In her tharp tace a deadly palenefs reigns, 

Her meagre form expos’d her ftiffen’d veins 

Her haggard eyes wore an eternal f{coul, 

Her teeth, with livid ruftdeform’d and foul ; 

From her green breaft black gall the fury 

flung, 

And clouds of poifon roll’d athwart her 
tongue. 

Ne’er did a {mile her hideous front compofe, 

But what arofe from mifchief, plague, and 
woes, 

Ne’er did the fweets of fleep her eyes beguile, 

To fteal her from her everlafting toil ; 

But carking cares, anendlefs train arife, 

And drive foft flumbers from her wakeful 
eyes, 

Man fhe beholds with many a comfort 
crown'd, 

His blifs diftraéts her, and his pleafures 
wound ; 

Diiftreffing all, by all alike diftrefs’d, 

She bears her own tormenter in her breaft. 


Altho’ the fiend did all her hatred move, 
Thus fpoke the brain-{prung progeny of Joves 
To Cecrop’s city hatte--mark my deheft, 
And pour thy venom in Aglauro’s breaft. 
She faid, and fpurn’d the ground—aloft the 

{prings, 
And cuts the ambient air on foaring wings. 
Envy, with leer accurft, purfu'd her flight, 
Andtaw her mount to realms of purer light ; 
Then murm’ring racks her foul, to think 
that the, 
Minerva’s happy inftrument, muft be, 


Her ftaff the takes, with knotted thiftles 

bound, 

And wreath’d with black and pointed thorns 
around, 

Then wrapt in peftilential clouds the flies, 

The flowing corn beneath her fhadow dies ; 

The tainted grafs finks wither’d on its bed, 

And the tall poppies fick’ning droop their 

ead ; 

A baneful blaft the meagre fiend ejects, 

Which both the people and their town infects ; 

But whenTritonia’s towers the hag furvey’d, 

Where peace, and-arts, and plenty were dif- 
play’d, 

Scarce did the iron tears to flow forbear, 

Becaufe the nothing faw that merited a tear. 


* Tranflated by a young gentleman who had been only two years at a grammar 


f:hoai at Afhburton, in Devonhhire, 


MONTHLY 








yey 





{ 59 ] 


MONTHLY REGISTER, 


PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Fripay, Dec. 26. 


AT four, after the Lord Chancellor had 
taken his feat, Earl Camden moved 
that the Houfe fhould go into a Committee 
of the whole Houle upon the refolutions 
brought up by the Commons—Seconded 
by the Marquis of Carmarthen— Ordered. 
As foon as the clerk had read the refo- 
lutions, Lord Hopetoun arofe and opened 
the debate, by declaring that much time 
might be fpared, by avoiding all thdfe 
legal queftions, which ferved only to per- 
plex the underftanding, and to lead the 
imagination into fubtleties, which could 
tend only to create divifieon, and retard 
the neceffary bufinefs of the nation, at a 
time when an immediate exertion of the 
executive government was fo highly ne- 
ceffary. His Lordfhip obferved, that 
there was an appearance of myflery in the 
third refolution, the ultimate object of 
which, in his opinion, was not fufficiently 
fet forth; he therefore hoped thet their 
Lordfhips would be very cautious in de- 
liberating upon it. With regard to the 
objeé& of it, he believed there could be 
only one opinion, but he was perfuaded 
that their Lordfhips were not about to 
purfue the moft eligible mode of obtain- 
Ine it 

The Earl of Abingdon maintained that it 
was highly proper to afcertain the quef- 
tion of right as a precedent for pof- 
terity. 

Lord Rawdon {aid he intended to pro- 
pofe an amendment, to which he trufted 
no objeétion would be made, as it would 
embrace that objeé& which their Lordfhips 
withed to obtain, and afhirmed that none 
of the precedents alluded to, was in the 
leaft applicable to the point in queftien. 
His Lordfhip then oe a fhort view of 
the precedents, and the times in which 
they happened, in order to fhew that they 
ought not to have that weight which had 
been impreffed on them, and concluded 
with moving, that an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his Roya] Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales, praying him to take upon him, 
in the name of the King, the exercife of 
the Sovereign authority, during the indif- 
pofition of his Majefty, and no longer. 

Earl Camden faid, were this motion 
adopted, it would preclude the difcuffion 
of that right which had been afferted in 
another place. The Commons had with 


great firmnefs decided upon that queftion, 
and he thought it would fhew too much 
tamenefs~in their Lordthips to defert it. 
His Lordfhip then adverted to the prece- 
dents, which he faid he had read with 
all the attention poflible, and was fully 
convinced that they all concurred in one 
line. It might be faid that they had ori- 
ginated in the days of tumult and confu- 
fion, at atime when the Houfe of Come 
mons was ina ftate of thraldrom, and 
trampled upon, ,and when the Lords 
grafped at more power than they are en- 
titled to by our conftitution. But this 
did not appear; on the contrary, every 
one of them bore evident marks of deli- 
beration, and every one of them tended 
to guard the conftitution. His Lordfhip 
then entered into a hiftory of Regen's 
from the days of Henry III, and when 
he came to the 6th of Henry VI. he took 
a comprehenfiye view of that period, de- 
fended the conduct of the Duke of York, 
and maintained that he only difcharged 
the important tru(trepofed inhim. His 
Lordfhip then ordered the claim of Henry 
Duke ut @louocher, as prefumptive heir 
of the crown, inthe abfence of his eldeft 
brother, the Duke of Bedford, then in 
France, to be read, together with the an- 
{wer of the Lords to that claim, which 
was not admitted, and fhewed that fo far 
from invefting him with the authority of 
Regent, they permitted him to aflume 
only the title of proteétor. His Lordthip 
added,-that he faw no difference betwixt 
infancy and incapacity, heirapparent and 
heir prefumptive: .on the demife of the 
Sovereign, the heir apparent took pof- 
ieflion of the throne, the heir pre{umptive 
did the fame. He hoped that on a quef- 
tion fo momentous and important oppo- 
fition would give way to cander, and 
that every other idea would be loft jn the 
common good, which he prayed for with 
tears. As to limitations, he {aw no 
objeétions that could poflibly be made on 
that head. The prince was to have the 
power of diffolving Parliament ; of ma- 
king foreign alliances ; of choofing his own 
political feryants, and in fhort, of doing 
every. thing neceflary to promote the 
happinefs of the fubjeét, and the profpe- 
rity of the nation. 

Lord Stormont declared he did not in 
tend to follow the learned Lord through 
all the hiftorical paflages with which he 
had favored the Houfe. He had afferted 
that fome of thefe precedents had origi- 
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nated in peaceable times. In the days of 
Henry V. it was certain we were at peace ; 
but as to the good charaéter which his 
Lordthip had been pleafed to beftow on 
the Duke of York, Richard III. onthe 
like grounds was entitied to the fame. 
His Lerdfhip then afferted, that there was 
not one precedent that could be applied 
to the prefent moment. He defined what 
he meant by the word Parliament, as often 
as he ufed it, after which he drew the li- 
mits of the three cflates, in order to fhew 
that the benefit of the whole refulted from 
the feparate fundtions of each, and that to 
encroach upon any one of thefe, would 
be sanded with the greateft danger to 
the venerable fabric of our conititution. 
His Lordfhip wifhed that the fame mode 
of procedure might be adopted, with 
sefpeé to the Prince of Wales, as our an- 
ceftors had followed, with refpe& to King 
William. He took a view of the debates 
on that occafion, to point out the neceflity 
of being guided by common fenfe. The le- 
galarguments urged on that {ubjeé, confift- 
ed of little more than jargofi ; but the cob- 
webs fpun by thofe getttlemen, were 
fwept away by the found fenfe of thole, 
who, though not lawyers, were able 
ftatefmen. It was certainly a matter of 
doubt, whether King William fhould be 
appointed King or Regent ; happily a vote 
or twocarried the former, and Mr, Finch, 


who had fupported the idea of a Regency, 
grounded his argument on one propotition, 
which was, that the throne was not vacant, 
but that the King was out of his under- 
ftlanding, yet in all the debate, not fo 
much as the idea of limitation or reftric- 


tion was ever mentioned. His Lordthip 
returned to fhew that the two Houfes 
could not legiflate without the affent of 
the executive Sovereignty. That the pup- 
pet they were about to fet up, could not 
in any refpect, be called the third eftate, 
and that if their Lordfhips thus took the 
€%-cutive power into their hands, and 
formed a creature of their own, that crea- 
ture muft of courfe.be liable to controul. 
As to the limitations, the amendment 
propofed did not preclude them ; but in 
his apinion it was ungencrous to attack an 
empty garrifon, Let the garrifon firft be 
filled, and then attack it with conftituti- 
onal power, He therefore concluded with 
hoping that their Lordfhips would vote 
for the amendment, as the {peedieft and 
moh conftitutional mode of proceeding 
which could be adoptedl. 

The Duke of Richmond lamented the un- 
fortunate fituation of the Sovereign, whofe 
recovery he however, truftedwas not far dif- 
tant, and this he faid was a confideration 
which induced him tothink that fome ref- 
tritions were neceffary to be impofed upon 
the Prince of Wales, on his afluming the Re~ 
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gency- The noble Dukeprofefled great 
refpeé& for his Highnefs’s charaéter, but 
he could not help {tating the confequences 
which might attend unlimited power in 
the Regent. He then remarked ‘that the 
Prince of Wales on becoming Regent, 
would he put into full poffetiion of the 
King’s perfonal revenue and property, and 
furely this confideration alone he. faid, 
deferved fome notice, though in the pre- 
fent inftance he was fully convinced that 
the greateft care and economy would be 
obferved, Another care which would 
devolve to the Regent, would be the en- 
tire management of his Majelty’s domeftic 
affairs; he would have the arrangement 
of his houfehold, the power of erage 
the attendants on his Majefty’s perfon, an 
this his Grace thought required fome at- 
tention. The appointment of phyficians 
to take care of the royal perfon, would 
alfo be committed to the Regent, and in 
this he thought it very neceflary that the 
Regent fhould have afliftance. He obfer- 
ved that the proper time for impofing thofe 
refiritions, would be before the execu- 
tive government was vetted in the Regent, 
and on this ground ‘he thought that the 
propofed amendment was not entitled to 
his fupport. 

Lord Hawkfbury recapitulated the ar- 
guments ufed by Lord Camden, and 
dwelt fome time on.the precedents of 
Edward I1I. and Henry V1, from which 
he contended that the two Houfes of Par- 
liament were fully authorifed to appoint a 
Regeney in cafes of infancy, or of other 
incapacity inthe monarch, His Lordfhip 
therefore objeéted to the amendment. 

Lord Portchefter obferyed that the Com- 
mittee appointed to fearch for precedents, 
had with much labor completed their tafk, 
and made their report; but what were thefe 
precedents? That of a wicked and aban- 
doned monarch, and one of a child in 
the cradle. Can thefe precedents, faid his 
Lordthip, be called appofite to the pre- 
fent fituation of things? By no means. 
Had they found a fingle cafe where there 
was an heir apparent of full age, and ca- 
pable of holding the reins of government ? 
About what then were they waiting their 
time? His Lordfhip concluded with ob- 
ferving, that fome men might have been 
better employed, than in traducing the 
charaéler of that perfonage, to whom the 
nation ought now to look up with admi- 
ration ard joy. 

The Earl of Carlifle was afraid that the 
example of the Briifh Parliament might 
be followed in other places by eftablifhing 
a Regency of their own fabrication. Ire- 
land might be induced to adopt the fame 
meafure, and Scotland would alfo have a 
pretext for purfuing it. He faid he fhould 

therctore give hig affent to the eondeiem, 
an 














and warned their Lordthips to guard 
againft the confequences, pers fh bring the 
matter to that iflue which plain {enfe 
feemed to diate. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown began his 
fpeech, by avery acute inveftigation of 
the matter of right. The two propofitions 
he faid, which were heid forth by noble 
Lords on both fides, feemed to be as 
follows. Onthe one hand it was con- 
tended, that the Prince ought to fucceed to 
the Regency, asa matter of right ; on the 
other, that the two Houfes, in quality 
of ele&tors, fhould proceed to appoint his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales to 
that high office. Both thefe propofitions 
he deemed equally abfurd. In the firft 
place it was a maxim in the law and con- 
ftitution, that the King could never lofe 
his right to the crown, but by. violating 
his contract with the people. How then, 
faid his Lordthip, can a fubje& exercife 
the prerogative of the crown? and un- 
doubtedly the Prince of Wales is a fub- 
jet. In the next, to talk of an election, 
a principle never admitted in the formation 
of the executive branch of the conftitution, 
was equally abfurd. Under this confider- 
ation, his Lordfhip faid he could not ad- 
mit the contempt which had been thrown 
upon the precedents in the report then on 
the table. The precedent which particu- 
larly ftruck his Lordfhip, was that in the 
infancy of Henry VI. There feemed to 
be a itrong analogy between it and the 
prefent unfortunate circumftance. The great 
feal was the inftrument ufed to convey 
the powers from the infant monarch to 
the Duke of Gloucefter, ans the tranfac- 
tion was afterwards ratified by an att of 
Parliament. 

His Lordfhip having dwelt at large 
upon this part of his argument, took no- 
tice of the obfesvations which had fallen 
from the Earl of Carlifle, refpecting the 
confequences that might be apprehended 
from the people at large, in cafe the pre- 
fent meafures were purfued, and here the 
Marquis afked where the noble Earl dif- 
cavered the leaft appearance of fuch dan- 
ger—Was it to be found in Ireland or 
Scotland ? Did it appear in the city of 
London, by what had already taken 
place ? Or was the meeting of the mer- 
chants and traders which was advertifed, 
any mark of it? After this the noble 
Marquis took a view of the rights of the 
people under the Britifh conftitution, and 
maintained that thefe rights were the beit 
fupport of the royal power, and the 
brighteft ornaments of the crown 

His Lordfhip then added, that he wifhed 
it not to be underftood that he was a friend 
to limitations of a difhonorable nature ; on 
the contrary, he was of opinion, that the 
Prince ought to hold the Regency with 
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owers as free and undiminithedas poffible, 

Bee fome reftraints were highly proper, 
and even neceflary. He was well con- 
vinced that the Prince himfeli, upon due 
confideration, would be happy to enjoy 
that office by a liberal tenure from the 
people. It would thew neighbouring 
ftates, that although the nation is deter- 
mined to fupport its own rights, yet 
when his Royal Highne‘s had the digmty 
and authority of the Regency configned 
to him, his people were determined to 
{upport him againft any foreign power 
which fhould dare to raife itfclf againf 
him. For thefe reafons, his Lordthip 
faid, he fhould yote againft the amend- 
ment. 

Lord Loughborough, in a very long 
fpeech, took a view of the feveral pre- 
cedents, and endeavoured to fhew that 
there was not the leaft analogy between 
them and the cafe then before their Lord- 
fhips. He infified upon the incapability 
of the two Houfes to do any act which con- 
flituted the powers of Parliament ; he faid 
their privileges were fo imbecile, that he 
much doubted whether if a member of 
the Lower Houfe were to be attached by a 
legal procefs, he could take fhelter under 
the authority of the Houfe. How then, 
concluded his Lordfhip, can a convention 
Parliament attempt to make laws to con- 
troul the fucceffion, and limit the powers 
of the crown? 

The Lord Chancellor particularly dwelt 
upon the abfurdity of the pofition, that 
the two Houfes by the?r vote, could call 
the Regent into the immediate exercife 
of the regal power, and yet not be able 
fo far to fupply the deficiency in the ex- 
ecutive branch of government, as to pafs 
a law to eftablifh that Regent. This ab- 
furdity, he faid, the noble Lords wha 
fpoke in favor of the amendment, had 
attempted to fupport. 

Lord Rawdon faid a few words, after 
which the Houfe divided. 

For Lord Rawdou’s amendment . 66 

Againit it — —_ — 99 

Majority 39 

The three refolutions in their originat 
ftate, were then put and carried without 
a divifion, 

Earl Camden then moved, that the 
chairman fhould report them to the Houfe 
on the Monday following, which was 
agreed to. ‘The Houfe then adjourned. 


Monpay, Dec, 29 


The order of the day for taking inta 
confideration the report of the committee 
onthe flate of the nation being moved, 
the three refolutions voted on Friday were 
read. The two firft were agreed to withy 
outany debate, Onthe third being read, 


~ Lord 
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Lord Hay, Earl of Kinnoul, rofe and 
protefted againft it as inimical to the 
conftitution, as it tended to create a fourth 
eftate, and to deftroy that equipoife of 
the three branches of the legiflature, 
which had caufed this country to flourith 
for ages. He admitted the propriety of 
yeferring to precedents ; but contended 
that the circumftances of the times in 
which they took place, rendered them 
altogether inapplicable to the prefent oc- 
cafion. His Lordfhip paid feveral com- 

liments to the Prince of Wales for his 
Bial affection, and infifted that he ought 
ta be entrufted with the full powers of the 
prerogative durimg the continuance of 
his Majefty’s illnefs. 

Lord Kinnaird complained that the 
meaning of the refolution was obfcure, 
2nd wifhed that fome noble lord whofe 
official fituation gave him an opportunity 
of underitanding it, would explain the 
nature of thofe meafures which were to be 
grounded uponit. Noexplanation being 
given, his Lordfhip proceeded to confi- 
der the refolution in various points of view, 
and affirmed that their Lordfhips pro- 
ceedings in confequence of it could be 
reconciled neither to the principles of the 
conftitution nor to the law of the land. 

The Earl of Suffolk alfo oppofed the 
refolution, and quoted De Lolme on the 


mecefiity of preferving the counterpoife 
and independency of the three eftates of 


Parliament,and concluded with cautioning 
their Lordthips againft fupporting any 
limitations which would render the Re- 
gency unfit for a gentleman to accept. 

Tie Duke of Norfolk withed to be 
made acquainted with the nature of the 
proceedings which were to follow the re- 
folution. 

The Duke of Richmond, {aid that he 
could explain only as an !ndividual what 
he himfelf underftood by it; which was 
that the great feal was firft to be putto a 
commiffion for reprefenting the King in 
Parliament, and to another for giving the 
roy2) affent to fuch bills as fhould be 
agreed on by the two houfes for fettling 
the regency. 

Lord Portchefer odferved if the keeper 
of the great feal was to be empowered to 
fignify the will of the King, he = dif- 
fer in opinion from the two houfes, and 
in that cafe, he was wellaffured, from his 
knowledge of the noble Lord’s integrity, 
he would not affent to any bill that 
might be pafled. They were, therefore, 
reduced to the neceflity of owning, after 
having declared their mght, that they had 
no fuch right. 

The Duke of Norfolk profeffed him- 
felf diffatished with the Duke of. Rich- 
ymond’s explanation. 

Lord Stormont faid there was a reafon 
for the filence of the Minifters which they 


did not choofe to publifh, They could 
not undertake to i what further was 
intended, till they received their inftruc- 
tions from the Houfe of Commons. It 
had been underftood on Friday, that the 
third refolution was to be debated on the 
report; but fince Minifters chofe to 
make no reply to the arguments urged by 
the noble Lordsnear him, he would not go 
at large into the queftion, but leave it to 
reft on thefe grounds on which it had been 
fo ably placed by thofe who confidcred it 
as he did, 

The Duke of Richmond replied to 
what had fallen from the Duke of Nor- 
folk ; after which 

Lord King {aida few words in fupport 
of the queftion for receiving the report. 
It was at length put and carried without a 
divifion. 

Diffentient, 

ift. Becaufe we adhere to the antient 
principle recognized and declared b 
the aét ofthe 13th of Charles the feo 
that no a& or ordinance with the force 
and virtue ofalawcan be made by either 
or both Houfes of Parliament, without 
the King’s affent, a principle ftanding asa 
bulwark to the people againft the two 
houfes, as the two houfes are their fecu- 
rity againft the Crown. 

edly. Becaufe this principle is tacitly 
admitted by the third refolution, while 
it overthrows the prattice by a fimulate 
appearance of the royal affent under a 
commiffion to pafs bills, a commiffion 
which would be inconfiftent with the 
provifions of an a&t of 33d Henry the 
Eighth, requiring that every commiffion 
fhall be figned by his Majefty’s hand. 
In our prefent unhappy fituation that ef- 
fential tequifite being unattainable, we 
cannot condefcend to give a fanétion to a 
counterfeit reprefentation of the royal 
fignature, and we dare not aflume a power 
to difpenfe with the law which makes that 
fignature effential to the validity of a 
commiffion to pafs bills. 

gdly. Because we conceive that the un- 
queftionable rights of the people, fo fal- 
lacioufly apres as being upheld by 
thefe refolutions, are violently infringed 
by an unneceffary affumption on the part 
of the two houfes of powers beyond thofe 
which the nationhas affigned them, In- 
variable pra@ice in all good times, and 
pofitive laws eftablifhed by compleat 
Parliaments, truly and conititutionally 
reprefenting the nation, have defined 
thefe powers, And wecannot but regard 
with the utmoft apprehenfion any propo- 
fal to overftep thofe boundaries, when 
the confequence of fuch ufurpation is fo 
fatally marked in the hiftoryof ourcountry, 

4thly. Becaufe it was confeffed in the 
debate, that the powers of this Com- 
mifffon were not to be confined folely to 

the 
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the a& of appointing a Regent; to what 
other purpofes they may extend were 
not explained. State neceflity, the a- 
vowed ground of the meafure, may ferve 
as the pretext to any diminution of the 
juft prerogatives of the Crown, or of the 
liberties of the people, that beft fuits the 
defigns of ambition, Fatal experience 
had fhewn to our anceftors the boundlefs 
mifchief of power thus ufurped under 
plaufible appearances ; and it is particu- 
larly the duty of the Houfe of Peers to 
check the renewal of a praétice to af- 
fume the name, without the fubftance of 
the Royal authority, by which this Houfe 
was once annihilated, the monarchy 
overthrown, and the liberties of the 
people fubdued, 

gthly. Becaufe thefe dangerous and a- 
farming confequences of the meafure 
aiemed would have been obviated by 
the amendment rejefted. It propofed to 
fubftitute a meafure conformable to the 
practice of our anceftors at the glorious 
wra of the Revolution. They feizednot 
upon public neceflity as a convenience 
for the ufurpation of new powers, but 
proceeded ina plain and explicit form 
to the revival of the Royal Authority 
with full eficacy, before they entered up- 
on the exercife of their legiflative. func- 
gions. Purfuing a fimilar courfe, the a- 
mendment propofed the immediate fio- 
mination of the natural Reprefentative of 
the King, the Heir Apparent of the 
Crown, to whem alone it was univerfally 
admited the eyes and hearts of all men, 
during the awe unhappy conjuncture, 
were turned; that with a perfe& and 
efficient Legiflature, fuch future provifi- 
ons might be enaéted as the prefervation 
of the full and undiminifhed authority of 
the Crown and the Liberties of ‘the 
People may require. 


FREDERICK. HENRY. 
Northumberland Hereford 
Suffolk and Berks Cholmondley 
Maynard Foley 
Rawdon Boyle 
Audley Lovel and Holland 
Clifton Abergavenny 
Chedworth Teynham 
Went. Fitzwipliam Bedford 
Walpole Cadogan 
Derby Carlifle 
Scarborough Cafiilis 
Portcheftor Cardiff 
Southampton Hay 
Hertford Kinnaird 
Plymouth Loughborough 
Ponfonby Pelham 
Spencer Devonfhire 
Norfolk, E. M. Chr. Briftol 
Breadalbane Craven 
Malmefbury Huntingdon 
Rodney Lothian 
Selkirk Townthend, 
Portland ‘ 
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HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Fripay, Fan. 2. 


About two hundred members met, and 
at four o’clock were called to take their 
feats, when Mr. Hatfell, the clerk at the 
table, ftood up and iaid, that he was for- 
ry to inform them of the lefs they had 
fuftained by the death of their Speaker. 
Aftér this addrefs, he ordered the mace 
to be brought into the houle; it was ac- 
cordingly brought in, and laid under the 
table. ‘ 

Mr. Rofe then rofe and faid, that in the 
very unhappy embarraffment in which 
they tound themfelves, he did not know 
what elfe to propofe than that they fhould 
adjournto Monday. 

Mr, Vyner declared that he did not 
mean to difpute the motion ; but as a 
doubt was entertained whether the clerk 
at the table could adjourn the Houfe 
more than from day ta day, and as he ua- 
derftood that there were fome precedents 
onthe journals, he wifhed they might be* 
read. 

The clerk then read from the Journals, 
an inftance in the year 1783, where he 
was direéted by the Speaker, to acquaint 
the Members, that having heard of the 
death of a near relation, he requefted 
that if it could be done, they would ad- 
journ for a few days. This happened 
upon Monday, and they adjourned to 
Wednefday morning following. This 
precedent fatisfying the Houfe, they adz. 
journedto Monday. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Monpay, fan, 5. 


The Lords had aconference with the 
Commons, in the Painted Chamber, when 
the Lord Prefident informed them, that 
the Lords had agreed to their refolutions 
without any amendment, after which they 
adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Monpay, fan, §. 


At four o’clock, Mr. Hatfell, the Clerk 
of theHoufe, took his feat at the table, and 
ordered the Sergeant to bring in the 
mace, which was put under the table, 
as when the Houfe was in a committee. 

Lord Eufton then rofe, and after brief- 
ly touching upon the melancholy caufe 
ef the motion he was about to make, 
and expatiating upon the talents and ap- 
plication requifite to difcharge the duty of 
Speaker, propofed the Right Honorable 
Mr. Grenville, as a perfon whofe {plendid 
abilities, great parliamentary knowledge 
and uncommon application pointed 
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him out as eminently qualified to fill the 
vacant chair, with credit to himfelf and 
advantage to the Houfe. 

Mr. Pulteney obferved, that upder other 
circumftances, the Houfe we not have 
proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, 
without firft receiving his Majefty’s com- 
mands; but what had been done at the 
reftoration, and the revolution was fuf- 
ficient to juftify their proceedings. He 
concurred in the compliments paid to 
Mr Grenville, and feconded the motion 
for chufing him Speaker, 

Mr, W. Ellis{agreed, that the com- 
mendations beftowed upon the Right Ho- 
norable Gentleman propofed to fill the 
chair, were no more than his talents 
and knowledge deferved, but he trufted 
he fhould not be fuppofed to mean any 
thing difrefpe€tful to that Right Honor- 
able Gentleman. by propofing another 
of whofe qualifications he was able to 
fpeak from long and intimate perfonal 
acquaintance with him. He concluded 
with propofing his Hon, Friend, Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot. 

Mr. F. Montague feconded Mr. Ellis’s 
motion, and paid feveral compliments 
to the merit and abilities of Sir Gilbert 
Elhot, 

Mr. Grenville faid, he fhould trouble 
the Houfe with only a few words. He 
thanked the noble Jord, and the hono- 
rable gentleman for the compliment they 
had paid him, and faid, whatever the de- 
tifion of the Houfe might be, he fhould 
ever confider it as a moft flattering dif- 
tin@tion, that he had been thought of by 
fuch men on the prefent occafion. There 
were men in the Houfe, whofe experi- 
ence and quajifications, gave them a {u- 
perior claim to fuch an important of- 
fiee, and if they would look round, and 
make choice of fome of thofe, or of the 
Right Honorable Gentleman who had 
been propofed from the other fide of the 
Houfe, they would relieve him from a 
very great and painful embarrafiment. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot expreffed the grate- 
ful fenfe he entertained of the honor 
gone him by his two Right Honorable 
Friends. He beftowed fome handfome 
compliments on Mr. Grenville, made 
feveral obfervations refpeéting the ardu- 
ous and important duties of a Speaker, 
lamented his own inability to difcharge 
them, and wifhed that the choice of the 
houfe might fall upon fome one better 

ualified for that office. 

Mr Hatfellthen put the queftion by or- 
der of the Houfe on the motion that the 
Right Honourable William Wyndham 
Grenville do now take the chair as 
Speaker, when the Houfe divided, there 


appearing 
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For the motion 
Againft it 


org 
144 
Majority 71 
Mr. Grenville was then conduéted te 
the chair by Lord Eufton and Mr. Pulte- 
ney. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Tuurspay, Fan. 6. 


The order of the day for going intoa 
committee on the ftate of the nation be- 
ing moved, 

Mr Loveden, after profefling his indes 
pendence, and declaring himfelf free from 
the 4nfluence of party, faid he thought it 
neceffary, before the Houfe proceeded 
one ftep farther, to afcertain the truth 
of rumours which had gone abroad re- 
fpeéting an abatement of his Majefty's 
diforder, The honorable gentleman 
obferved that in providing a remedy for 
the deficiency in the executive govern- 
ment, the limitation under which a ree 
gent ought to be appointed, would come 
mto confideration, and thefe muft ne- 
ceffarily have a reference to the caufe, 
The nature and extent of the caufe ought 
therefore to be known from the clearct 
information. He concluded with mov- 
ing for the re-examination of the phy- 
ficians. 

The Speaker {aid the*motion before 
the Houfe was the order of the day, and 
thatit would be neceffary to difpofe of 
that before the honorable gentleman 
could make his. 

Mr. Huffey thought the order of the 
day had been moved, and defired to be 
informed who had movedit. 

The Speaker faid it had beem moved 
and feconded from the Treafury Bench. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ree 
ply to Mr. Huffey’s queftion, faid that 
as the order of the day had been flated 
from the chair and feconded, it was of 
litthe importance by whom it had been 
done. The queftion for their confide- 
ration was whether, after the flow pro 
grefs they had already made, they fhould 
ftill farther delay to fupply the deficiency 
in the executive government, occafioned 
by the King’s illnefs. If they had not 
fufficient grounds to go upon, he was 
ready to admit that it would be better 
to proceed with deliberation than dif- 
patch; but he confidered the report of 
the examination of the phylicians as quite 
fufficient. They had all hated the pro- 


bability ofhis Majefty’s recovery, though 
they had mentioned no precife period at 
which that much-withed for event might 

take 
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take place. Confidering this as fufficient to 
guide the Houfe in their proceedings, he 
was anxious that the detect of the etecu- 
tive government might be fupplied as 
{peedily as poflibie. 

Mr. Fox faid, that though averfe to de- 
lay, He thought it fortunate that the mo- 
tion had beén propofed, as it drew from 
the right honourable gentleman an ac- 
knowledgifient that the report on the table 
was to be'tlte ground of their proceedings, 
without any atténtion to public rumors. 


«He did net confider a fécond examination 


of the phyficians as abfolutely neceflary ; 
but as rumors had been circulated out of 
doors, that the hopes of his Majefty’s re- 
covery were confiderably encreafed, it was 
highly proper to enquire into the truth of 
them. If it was not meant to enquire into 
the truth of them, it was improper it 
was infiduous——it was mifchievous fo 
propagate them. The right honourable 
gentleman had now fairly ftated that tle 
report of the phyficians was to be the 
ground of their proceedings, which was 
to be gonfidered with this addition, that 
four weeks had now elapfed without atty 
material figns of convalefcence having ap- 
peared. He concluded with obferving 
that they were bound in duty to fhut their 
ears againft all unauthenticated rumors, 
from whatever quarter they might come. 

M). Burke faid he was glad to hear that 
a government of energy and efficiency was 
to be eftablithed. He then adverted to 
the examination of the phyficians before 
the Houfe of Lords; he read feveral ex- 
traéts from it, and undertook to prove 
from them that the probability of his Ma- 
getty’ recovery was now lela than four 

etks: ago, amd concluded with fome 
remarks on the attempts that were made 
to filence men by noife and tumult, when 
argument failed. 

1. Baflard thought any further enquiry 
— unneceflary. 

r. Vanfittart wifhed to know from the 
examination of what phyfician Mr. Burke 
had read his extra@s. 

Mr. Burke replied, from Dr, Warren’s. 
This producing a cry of hear! hear ! from 
theoppofition fide of the Houfe, hedemand- 
ed with warmth what it meant. Hethen 
began an animated eulogium on i< abili- 
tiesand integrity of Dr. Warren, and faid 
thatthe circurtifiance which had then Hap- 
pened, was an additional argument for 
farther enquiry. 

Sir Fames Fohnftone wifhed to proceed 
with all poflible difpatch. Was it ever 
known that two phyficians agreed in opi- 
nion? To what purpofe, then, examine 
them again?’ The Houfe were the proper 
phyficians of the ftate, and it was their 
duty to prefcribe for it with all poffible 
atfpateh, 
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Lord North pronounced an eloquent 
patiexyric Wpeh Dr. Warten, Thecry of 
hear ! hear! which lad given offence to 
Mr. Barke,. had excited in his mind the 
fame fort of feeling; he fhould therefore 
afk thefé gentlenicn from whom it had 
proceédcd, whether it was meant to cot- 
vey any imputation againft the character 
or abilities of Dr. Warren. 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer Taid 
he had formed his opinion of Dr. Warrcn’s 
fkill iw the particular diforder with which 
his Majefty was afflicted, from Dr. War- 
rén’s own deélaration, that comparatively 
fpeaking, he had little éxperience in if. 
Hé cowld not agree with ¢ Right Honor- 
able Gentleman, Mr. Fox, that his Majefe 
ty’s récovéry was lefs probablethan it had 
béen a month before, the contrary he be- . 
heved to be thé cafe. He lamented that 
fo mach improper warmth had appeared 
on a fubje& which réquired the utmof 
coolnefs, and‘ that any gentleman inftead 
of comulting hig reafon fhould be betrayed 
to argue from his wifhes. He obferved 
that he was now réduced fo the alterna- 
tive of going into the Committee to argue 
on grotnds, about which it wag evident 
there was difference of opinion; or of 
fubmitting to’ the neceffity of examining 
the phyficians. As the éxamination would 
not occafion’ more than one day’s delay, 
he fubmitted to that neceéflity, and agreed 
to withdraw his motion for the order of 
the day. 

Mr. Burke faid he was always alarmed 
when the Right Honorable’ gentleman 
uridertodk to apologize for hit, and that 
he now rofe to vindicate hinifelf fromthe 
talicé of his pity, and the cenfure of his 
lamentation. His wifhes for his Majefty’s 
recovety were ds fincere as thofe of any of 
his’ fubj¢éts, and it wds an imputation 
which h¢ could not hear in filence, to fay 
that he Nad betrayed any’ with to the con- 
trary. 

Mr. Fox aecufed Mr. Pitt of having 
miftated what he had faid ; Ke had ne- 
ver afferted that’ Ke’ had any grounds to 
fuppofe that his Majefty’s nialady at this 
time afforded lefs hope than when the 
phyficians “were ¢xamitied: He had 
merély ftated what he had heard out of 
that houfe, and what was faid to have 
felien, however improperly, from very 
high authority inanother, He trufted the 
houfe would give hin credit when he de- 
élared that he fincerély regretted the de- 
plorable calamity under which the So 
vereign'labored ; but as a man of honor, 
he coukd not without indignation, fee an 
attempt made to delude the people with 
falfe hopes £ 





If the houtle fhould be of 
Opinion that no farther etiquiry was ne- 
ceffary, they muft fhut their ears againft 
every rumor which they might have ac« 
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cidentally heard. Nothing that was not 
warranted from the report of their com- 
mittee fhould come under their delibera- 
tion, and upon that ground only he with- 
ed for an enquiry, that the houfe might 
know with certainty what was the real 
fate of the King’s health at the moment. 
Mr. Fox then made fome obfervations in 
defence of Doétor Warren’s charaéter, 
and condemned Mr. Pitt for attempting 
to interrupt the freedom of debate, by 
imputing motives to his honourabic 
friend (Mr. Burke) which every man who 
knew him, he was confident, would not 
fufpe& him of aéting from. 

r. Sheridan contended that the houfe 
eught to be in poffeffion of every infor- 
mation they could obtain before they 
proceeded on bufinefs of fo great import- 
ance as that which arofe from his Ma- 
jefty’s illnefs. He reprobated the con- 
gua of the gentlemen on the other fide of 
the houfe, with regard to Doétor Warren, 
whofe charaéter he faid flood far beyond 
the reach of fufpicion. 

Mr, Pulteney infifted that any farther 
enquiry was fuperfluous. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer obferved 
that fo much had been faid on the fubjeé& 
of his Majefty’s health, that he now 
thought an additional enquiry abfolutely 
meceflary ; he fhould, therefore, vote 
againft his own motion for the order of 
the day, which he fhould perfift in with- 
drawing, that he might frame another for 
appointing a fele& committee to re-exa- 
mine the phyfcians. : 

Sir Peter Burrel was of opinion that the 

yficians ought to be examined at the 

ar by acommittce of the whole houfe, in- 
ftead of a feleét committee. 

Mr, Pulteney obje&ted to delay, and Mr. 
Samner thought that fuch a motion, if it 
paffed, would bea reflection on the con- 
duct of the gentlemen who had compofed 
the cam mittee. 

Mr. Pyncr faid that if the former exa- 
mination was not fatisfa€tory to the pub- 
lic, the hoyfe certainly hada rightto de- 
mand another, 

After the gallery was cleared, feveral 
riembers fpoke, and the motion for the 
order of the day being withdrawn, an 
amendment was made to the motion for 
re-examining the phyficians ; that inftead 
of the word phyfcians the committee 
fhould have power to fend for and exa- 
mine medical men and other perfons = on 
this amendment the houfe divided. 


For it 168 
Againk it 24t 


Majority 80° 
After fome converfation, it was agreed 
that the phyficians fhould be examined by 
the-{eleét committee, and that it fhould 
be compoled of the fame genticmen who 


had been before appointed for that pur 
pole. Thc houfe then adjourned to 
Thurfday. 


Tuurspay, Jan, the 8th, 


Mr, Dundas ftated that the committee 
appointed to examine his Majefty’s phyfi- 
cians had not completed their report ; and 
as the houfe would not be. able to take 
the ftate of the nation into confideration 
on Friday, he moved to adjourn the order 
of the day to Monday, which was agreed 
to, and the houfe adjourned to Friday. 


Fripay, Jang. 


A houfe having been, with fome dif. 
ficulty, formed, The Mafler of the Rolls 
moved to adjourn to Saturday, as the ree 
port of the committee was not quite finifh- 
ed. To this motion the houfe immedi- 
ately agreed. 


SaturDAy, Fan, 10. 


The Speaker having taken the chair about 
four o’clock, Mr. Ding rofe and faid, 
that though the committee were indefati- 
gable in their endeavors to have the report 
ready to lay before the houfe this day, he 
was lorry to apprife them that it could not 
be ready before Monday: he fhould, 
therefore, after moving that the order of 
the day for the houfe going into a conr- 
mittee fhould be difcharged, move that 
the houfe do meet on Monday next to 
receive the report of the committee. 
Thefe motions being put and carried, 
Mr. Dundas obferved, that for the fatis~ 
faétion of the members, as the report 
could be printed by Wednefday, he 
fhould move that the houfe do meet on 
Wednefday, to take into confideration the 
ftate of the nation. Thijs motion being 
alfoagreed to, the houfe adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Monpay, fan. 12. 


The fe of Suffolk gave notice, that on 
Wednelday next he intended to move that 
the phyficians who had attended his Mae 
jefty in his prefent illnefs fhould be again 
examined atthe bar, and all ftrangers ex 
cluded. He therefore moved, that their 
Cordfhips fhould be fummoned for tha 
day. Ordered, 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Monvay, Jan. 12. 


A new writ was ordered for Gloucefter, 
in the room of dir Charles Barrow, Bart. 


dcccafed. 
Sie 
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Sir Robert Smith faid he held in his 
hand a petition which the ele€tors of Cel- 
chefter had requefted him to prefent; but 
as the houfe was thin, he would referve it 
till Wednefday, when a full attendance 
mightjbe expected. He then proceeded 
to read the petition, that the houfe might 
be apprifed of its contents. The petition 
fet forth the circumftances of: the Col- 
chefter eleétion ; that on cafting up the 
poll, the Mayor had declared the numbers 
for Mr. Jackfon and Mr. Tierney to be 
equal, and had made a return accord~- 
ingly ; that the petitioners were perfuaded 
Mr. Tierney had a great majority of legal 
votes, and prayed the houfe to appoint a 
committee to decide upon the merits of 
the eleétion. 

The honorable member added, that as 
the houfe had ordered writs to be iffued 
to fill up vacancies in the reprefentation, 
he thought the fame principle might be 
extended to receiving petitions and trying 
contefted cleétions. 

Mr, Dempfter faid he was not fatisfied 
with regard to the propriety of ordering 
writs to be iffued in the prefent fituation 
of the houfe. He thought the ancient 
pone in fuch cafes much better, and 
oped the honorable Baronet would not 
prefent the petition. 

After the houfe had waited a confide- 
table time, Mr, Vyner came down from the 
committce appointed to examine his Ma- 
jefty’s phyficians, and faid that the bufi- 
acfs before the committee had become fo 
important that they had not been able to 
finith their report, and could only pre- 
fent a part of it, whieh he conceived to be 
very irregular; he begged, therefore, 
that the houfe would indulge them till 
to-morrow, when the whole would be rea- 
dy, and concluded with moving that the 
houfe fhould adjourn till to-merrow, 
which was carried. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, coming 
in at this time, attempted to fpeak, but 
was told that the houfe had adjourned. 
He begged, however, to be heard, and 
faidthat as the report of the committee 
would be very voluminous, it would be 
impoffible, were it prefented to-morrow 
to read it, and to go into.a committee on 
the ftate of the nation on Wednefday. He 
therefore gave notice that on the morrow 
he fhould move to difcharge the order of 
the day for Wednefday, and to make a 
new order for Thurfday. 

When the houfe had waited till paft 
five o’clock, the committee rofe, and 
Mr Pitt, Mr. Burke, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Vyner, with other members of the com- 
mittee, came down and privately inform- 
edthe Speaker that they had clofed their 
examination, and that the report waited 
only for the laft fheets of it to be fairly 
copied, Ad halfafter five, the Chancellor 
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of the Exchequer carried the report down 
and after the ufual form was ordered to 
bring it up to the table. He then moved 
that the report be now read. 

Mr. Burke rofé immediately, and objefted 
to having the report read ; he faid he 
felt it incumbent to move for its recom- 
mitment, as he had reafon to complain 
of the conduct of the committee, who 
had not faithfully difcharged their duty. 
Inftead of extending their enquiry, they 
had kept within the literal conftru€ion 
of the order, and confined themfelves to 
the bare examination of the phyficians, 
without calling before them any of the 
furgeons, apothecaries, and others who 
attended his Majefly. There were other 
caufes of complaint; the principal of 
which was, thattwo of his Majefty’s phyfi- 
cians had been fet againft each other, and 
examined as equal in point of fkill; as 
there was a manifeft difference of opiniop 
between them refpecting the King’s dif- 
order, the only way that men, not of the 
medical profeflion, could purfue in ordcr 
to come at the truth, was to call other 
phyficians before them, and from their 
examination to determine to which of the 
two the greateft fhare of credit ought to 
be given, Mr. Burke faid farther, that 
it appeared —_— to him that the Xing’s 
life was in danger, and that it had not 
been fafe fince it was putinto fuch hands, 
Onthefe grounds he fhould move to re- 
commit the report, becaufe in his opi- 
nion, it was highly effential, after having 
contrafted two phyficians together, that 
the other phyficians fhould be fully ex. 
amined upon the points in difpute. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer defended 
the conduét of the committee, and aflerted 
that the fenfe of the houfe had been taken 
before the committee fat, and that the 
fenfe of the houfe had been, that his Ma- 
jefty’s Surgeons and Apothecaries fhould 
not be examined. However, as from 
what the honorable gentleman had let fall 
refpecting what he called the fecting two 
of his Majefty’s phyficians one againit the 
other, an impreflion might poilibly be 
made on the minds of the houfe, that the 
committee had examined only two of 
the phyficians, it became neceffary for 
him to inferm the houfe before they fe- 
parated, that when the report wag read, it 
would be found that every one of his Ma- 
jefty’s phyficians had been examined, and 
that over and over again. Mr. Pitt-ob- 
ferved, that the honorable gentleman had 
tae proper to introduce a point that 
conveyed an oblique charge againft Doc- 
tor Willis’s condu@; but the fingle cir- 
cumftance on which the honorable gentle- 
man had refted the ftrong languag which 
he had juftufed, of his Majefly's life xot being 
Jafe, was its having come out that Doétor 
Willis Aad trujted a razor in his Majefly's 
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hand; a fa& which Doftor Willis readily 
admitted, and without the fmalleft re- 
ferve, had ftated his reafons for having 
done fo. He then fhewed clearly that 
the fort of enquiry, for not having fuffer- 
ed which, Mr, Burke had charged the 
committee with not having done their 
duty, was an enquiry into the {kill and 
prudence of Dottor Willis, which the 
committee had no right to make. He 
concluded with ftating that it was his in- 
tention to have moved that the order of 
going into the ftate of the nation fhauld 
ftand for Thurfday ; but from the extreme 
length of the report, he had learned that 
it would be impoffible to have it printed 
ready for delivery before Thurfday morn- 
ing; and as it was volumingus  gentle- 
men could not read it through in time to 
proceed upon it the fame day: he found 
himfelf, therefore, under the neceflity of 
moving that the tommittce on the flate 
of the nation ftand for Friday. 

Mr. Wyndham {aid he rofe in fupport of 
his honorable friend’s objef&ion. He, 
however, fhould detain the houle only 
afew minutes. The firft obfervation he 
had to make on what had fallen from the 
right honorable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer was, that whether the report was 
tong or not, was amere relative confide- 
ration. The length or fhortnefs of a re- 
port undoubtedly depended on the im- 
portance and extent of the objeét, and it 
mattcred not whether the committee had 
fat ene day or ten, or what was the num- 
ber of theets contained in the report, 
Mr. Wyndham infilted upon the neceflity 
of fifting the grounds of the opinions of 
the phyficians, as well as of afcertaining 
the faéts on which thofe opinions refted, 
In that refpeé he thought the cammittee 
had neither done juftice to the phyficians 
nor difcharged their duty, re on that 
account, the opinion of his honorable 
friend was well founded, and he fhould 
fupport it. 

Mr. Burke rofe again to explain ; after 
which 

Sir Fohn Scot requefted leave to call the 
attention of the houfe, by one word only, 
to that part of the right honorable gentle- 
man’s {peech, in which he had defired 
the houle to have a little patience, and 
they would be able to decide for them- 
felves. Sir John faid he wifhed the houfe 
to attend tothat at prefent ; it would ill 
become him to argue upon the refult of an 
enquiry, or to reafon on the contents of 
a report with which the houfe were unac- 
quainted ; but he pledged himfelf that 
when the proper moment fhould arrive, to 
deliver his opinion upon the fubje&, and 
to ftate why he differed from the right 
honorable gentleman. 

The queftion for reading the report was 





put and carried, and as foon as it had 
been read fhort pro forma, 

Mr, Burke moved that the faid report be 
re-committed. This motion was nega- 
tived, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
moved, Thata fuficient number of co+ 
pies be printed for the ufe of the members 
of that hoyfe, and that the order for the 
houfe to refalve itfelf into a committee on 
the ftate of the nation the next day be 
difgharged, This being agreed to, he 
afterwards moved, That the houfe refolve 
infelf into the faid committee on Friday ; 
and that the houfe adjourn to Friday. 
Both thefe motions were agreed toe 


‘ 


Fripay, Jan. 16. 


Sir Robert Smith read a petition from the 
inhabitants of Colchefter, complaining 
that they were at prefent without a re~ 
prefentative, as the returning officer had 
made a double return, and begging that 
the houfe would take the fame into im- 
mediate confideration. 

Mr. Dempftcy was of opinign that the 
prefent was not a proper time for trying 
the queftion; and he, therefore, withed 
that it might be deferred. No petition, 
he faid, could be received unlefs prefented 
within fourteen days after the opening of 
Parliament ; and as the Parliament ; had 
not been regularly opened, the petition 
could not be received but by the fpecial 
leave of the houfe. 

Mr. Pitt withed that the honorable 
memher would poftpone the matter, and 
obferved that the petition might be re- 
ecived in the meantime, and lie on the 
able. . 

Sir Robert Smith acquiefced—The peti- 
tion was then brought up, and ordered to 
lie on the tabte. 

Mr. Pitt moved the order of the day, 
that the houfe do refolve itfelf into acom- 
mittee of the whole houfe to confider the 
ftate of the nation. ; 

Alderman Brook Watfon took the chair, 
and the titles of the feveral matters re- 
ferred to the committee | read, 

Mr. Pitt, in a fpeech which lafted two 
hours and a half, ftated the manner in 
which the prefent vacancy in the Govern- 
ment was to be filled up. It wasnow evt- 
dent, he faid, from what was colleéed 
as the general opinion of the faculty, that 
his Majefky was etter, and that fymptoms 
amounting to a certainty of his recovery 
were evident. The time when that hap- 
py event might be expeéted could not, 
however, be afcertained. It might be 
but a month or two, perhaps a year, or at 
fartheft, a year anda half. This being 
the cafe, the interval of courfe became 
temporary, and the deficiency in the ex- 
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ecutive government was to he filled up 
accordingly. ‘The citablifhment, there- 
fore, that he fhould propofe would be but 
fora fhort time ; and as fuch fanguine 
hopes were entertained of the King’s re- 
covery, he truffed the committee would 
join with him in opinion ; that it would 
te rather too hailty aud indelicate a mea- 
fure to take every thing from Majefty, and 
beftow it upon a Delegate, however high 
and refpeétable that Delegate might be. 
The right honorable gentleman then ad- 
verted to what had pafled on the laft exa- 
mination of the phylicians, made fome 
obfervations upon the evidence given by 
Door Willis, Doftoer Warren, and Sir 
Lucas Pepys; from all which he con- 
cluded that there was an aétual abatement 
of his Majelty’s diforder. He next threw 
outa few fevere reflections again fome of 
the members of the committee refpecting 
the art which they had employed in the 
examination of Dodtor Wilhs; defended 
the charaéter of ahigh perfonage, who he 
faid, was fo eminent for her virtues, that 
aone but thofe who wifhed to do an un- 
warrantable aét, would ever fuppofe her 
capable of falleng fo fir from her dignity, 
as to become the tool of party. The man 
who would attribute ill to her Majefty was 
capable of committing any crime; but he 
truited the good fenfe of the committee 
would, with him, fpurnat the idea, and 
fend it back to that rancorous and male- 
volent heart from which it drew its ori- 
in. 
7 Having placed his arguments in fupport 
of the opinion of a {peedy recovery in va- 
rious points of view, and fupported them 
by incontroyertible faés, he came more 
immediately to the grand point, and laid 
it down as his premifes, that the new ar- 
yangement was but a temporary matter 
which the reftoration of the King’s health 
would foon render unnecefflary. The 
great point inthe prefent inftance was to 
take {uch fteps as, it wasfuppofed, would 
coincide with the will of his Majeity 
when he fhould refume the reins of go- 
vernment. His Majeity’s diforder was 
notacrime, and, therefore, it fhould be 
remembered that nothing ought to be done 
which might refemble a_ punifhment. 
Confidering the important bufinefs before 
them in the point of view in which he had 
flated it, nothing remained but to mention 
the limitations which he propofed fhould 
accompany the appointment of a Regent. 
The manner in which he meant to bring 
them firt forward was in the thape of re- 
folutions, The firft, of courfe, was that 


his Royal Hignefs the Prince of Wales 
fhould be appointed Regent. 
That the Regent fhould be velted with 
all the fovereign powers of the Crown, 
‘except in certain cafes. One af which 
was, 





Monthly Regifter. 





69 


_ That he fhould not have the power of creat» 
img any Peer or Peers, the Royal Family at- 
taining the age of twenty-one ‘cars excepted, 

The third refolution which he thould 
fubmit was, to refrain the Regent from 
granting any penfions, falarics, or offices for 
Ufe, or for acertain number of years, exccpt 
am thofe cafes where necefity warranted, Ec, 
The next was, toprevent the Regent from 
difpofing of any of the real or perfonal pros 
fierty of the Crown. 

The care of the King’s perfon he meant 
to give to her Majefty, and with that the 
command of the houfehold, none of 
whom were to be difmiffed. The pro- 
pricty of this meafure would be eafily 
feen. It would be improper to difmiigs 
them on the fhort incapacity of their 
mafter, while fach hopes were entertained 
of his recovery. As the charge which 
devolved onthe Queen wasa confderable 
one; it would be neceifary that her Ma- 
je%y thould have council to affift her; but 
it Was neither to be permanent nor con. 
troling. 

With refpe& to the Prince, he faid the 
Regent Ought certainly to have an eita- 
blifhment equal to the dignity and im- 
portance of his fituation; the only difa~ 
greeable circumftance of which would be 
the expence, but that would be trifling 
when compared with the objeét of its ne- 
ceflity. 

The refolutions were then read from the 
chair, and being gone through, the quef- 
tion was put on the firft; when 

Mr. Powys rofe and made an amend- 
ment, by fubftituting words which cone 
veyed to the Prince the full and ample 
powers of Regency, which were given by 
the a€t of the 5th of his prefent Majetly to 
thofe who were appointed to att in cafe 
of the death of the Sovereign and the 
minority ofthe Prince. He taid he was 
aftonifhed at what Mr. Pitt had juft dehi- 
vered; and afferted that the’ Prince 
ought to have the free choice of all his 
political fervants, among whom the 
houfehold made no inconfiderable num- 
ber. 

Lord North declared that according to 
the plan propofed by the right honorable 
gentleman (Mr, Pitt) the Crown would be 
itripped of all its mot important rights 
and privileges. Inthe courfe of this bu- 
fine(s they had heard a great deal of the 
political capacity of the King. By the 
conftitution the King never diesin his po- 
litical capacity, confequently there could 
be no fatal interregnum. But according 
to the language held forth by the right 
honorable gentleman, there muit be an 
interregnum, and they muft be confidered 
as the political murderers of the King. 
His Lordfhip then took a view ofthe re- 
rictions intended to be laid upon the au- 
thority of the Regent, which he repro- 
bated 
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bated in the fevereft terms ; and conclud- 
ed with faying, that the mifchiefs which 
would arife from fuch a government 
made him tremble. 

Lord Belgrave congratulated the houfe 
on the manner in which the bufinefs had 
been conduéted. His Lordfhip made‘a 
number of obfervations on the laft report 
o: the phyficians; paid many compli- 
mentsto Mr, Pitt, and gave it as his opi- 
nion that immortal honor would redound 
tothe Minilter for prcferving the rights 
and liberties of the nation upon fo im- 
portant a crifis. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that all the 
phyficians except Doétor Willis thought 
the probability of his Majefty’s recovery to 
be the Jame as at their firft examination. 
He was fevcre on Doétor Willis, and faid 
that he made no ferupie of putting his 
name to public accounts of the King’s 
health without believing them to be true, 
Thefe and other things made him Ragger 
with regard to Doctor Willis’s credibi- 
lity. His anfwers were contradiétory, 
a medley of prefumption and compofition. 
He imputed to him no intention to de- 
ceive, but at prefent he thought he de- 
termined rafhly, and wasa oa random 
fpeaker, Mr. Sheridan then adverted to 
the intended limitations, and obferved 
thatif Mr. Pitt had entertained no idea 
of a change of Miniftry, they never 
would have heard of any reftri€tions to be 
laid upon the power of the Regent. He 
afferted that the Minifter was a€tuat- 
ed by party motives, and he argued 
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Rever, Dec. 5. 


‘THE funeral of Admiral Greig, which 

was made by order of the Emprefs, 
and at her expence, was very folemn and 
magnificent. Some days before it took 
place, the body of the deceafed was 
expofed ona {tate bed in the hall of the 
Admiralty, which was hung with black, 
and lighted with filver luftres, having the 
doors ornamented with white crape. 
The body Jay on an arch of three fteps, 
under a canopy of white crape. On the 
laft ftep, at the foot of the bed, there 
was an urn placed, covered with black, 
with filver anchors and ftrcamers on it, 
and lettersof the fame metal, as follows ; 
S. G. Nat. d, 30 Nov. 1735. Onir. d. 
15 Ocr. 1788: and at the head there 
was an efcutcheon with the titles of the 
deceafed. The body was dreffed in the 
Admiral,s grand uniform, having a crown 
of laurel on its head.——The coffin plac- 
ed on fix mafly filver feet, was covered 


ftrongly againft the regulations propofed 
to be introduced into the Regency Bill. 

Mr. Grenville confidered the propofed 
reftriétions to be abfolutely neceflary for 
the internal tranquility of the country- 
Whatever was done by Parliament, he 
faid, could not have proceeded from any 
difguft to the Prince, but was intended 
mercly as a barrier again thofe who 
might give him bad advice: on thefe 
con(iderations he fhould vote for the re- 
ftriétions- 

Mr, Welbore Eltis was of a different opi- 
nion, and contended that the reftrictions 
were highly improper, as they tended to 
fap the very foundation of the conftita- 
tion. A weak government was worfe 
than non¢atall, and it was lefs neceflary 
in this country, and in the prefent occa- 
fion, as the Regent would be amenable 
to Parliament if he a€ted wrong. 

Mr, Drake and Colonel Fullarton each 
fpoke; after which the gallery was clears 
ed, and the houfe divided on Mr. Powys’s 
motion, when there appeared on Mr. 
Pitt’s firft refolution for reftri€ting the 
power of creating Peers, 

For it 227 
Againtt it 154 
Malority 73 

On the fecond refolution, there aps 

peared 
For it 216 
Againft it 159 


Majority 57 
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with black velvet, lined with white fa- 
tin, and handles, fringes, and galoons, all 
made of filver. The pillows for his 
head, and for the ftate-bed, were of 
white fatin, trimmed with rich blond 
lace. On each fide of the bed were 
three tabourets (tools) covered with white 
fattin, richly trimmed with {fringe and 
tufts of gold. On thefe ftools were plac- 
ed the Admiral’s ftaff, and the five diffe~ 
rent orders of Knighthood, which had 
been conferred upon him. (The enamel of 
one of the points of the Crofs of St. 
George had ian carried away, and the 
point bent by a ball he received in the 
fight in the Archipelago, with the Turks 
lait war). On twelve ftands covered 
with black, and ornamented with white 
crape and flowers, were placed twelve 
large filver candleiticks, with funeral wax 
tapers. The three flags of the deceafed 
were hung at the head of the bed; two 
Officers of the State Major, and fix Cap- 
tains of the Marine, who were alternate- 
ly 





















ly relieved, attended at the fides of the 
bed, and two Lieutenants guarded the 
door of the hall, and fub-officers from 
thence quite to the door of the Court; 
alfo a number of private centinels. 

On the day of interment, the company 
aflembled at noon, and jult before the 
corple was moved, Lieutenant Colonel 
Baron van den Pahlem made an admirable 
_— in honor of the deceafed, After 
this was finifhed the proceffion began to 
move, and was announced by the fir- 
ing of a cannon, which was anfwered 
immediately from the ramparts and from 
the quadeem. and continued every mi- 
mute during the whole ceremony. Part 
ef the troops under the command of 
Licutenant General Kochius, lined the 
ftreets, from the Admiralty, to the Ca- 
thedral. The train was opened by a 
body of Schwartzhaupt’s cavalry, with 
their ftandards lowered, and preceded by 
folemn mufic, under the command of 
Captain lilig, then followed a company 
of the Emprefs’s Grenadiers with their 
arms and colors lowered; after them the 
Public School of the town, with their 
Preceptor, then the Clergy, and after a 
Herald; next went General Lehman, of 
the Marine Artillery, with his two Mar- 
Shals ; then the fix ftools, with the Ad- 
miral’s Staff, and the Enfigns of the five 
different Orders, carried by cighteea 
Officers of the State Major, taken from 
the different Corps who had ferved un- 
der the Admiral. The three Flags car- 
ried by three Officers of the fleet, fol- 
lowed by the Urn, carried by two 
more. 

Then the Body ona funeral bier drawn 
by fix horfes, covered with black cloth, 
and led by fix Bombardiers, on the fide 
of whom went the Domeftics of the de- 
eeafed in mourning. Twelve Captains 
of fhips followed, with their cox{wains 
as porters. At the back of the funeral 
bier followed Major General Wrangel, 
Governor of this town; the Staff, and 
other Officers of the State Major, two 
and two all the Officers of Governe 
ment according to their ranks—the No- 
bleffe and the Citizens. Two Marfhals 
with their ftaves, and a company of In- 
fantry, with arms lowered and drums 
covered with mourning, clafed the pro- 
seflion. In the above order they march- 
ed to the Cathedral, the bells of all the 
churches tolling, and the fingers chaunt- 
ing a folemn dirge. On their arrival at 
the Cathedral, which was lighted up by a 
prodigious number of lamps, the body 
was placed before the altar, with the 
orders and flags, inthe fame manner as 
when it lay in fate; after which the firft 
reacher pronounced a funeral oration. 

he body was then put into the tomb, 
aad all the troops aud the cannoas of the 
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ramparts and fleet immediately fired a 
triple difcharge. 

Every officer attended who had a gold 
ring given to him, infcribed with the Ad~ 
miral’s name and the day of his deceafe. 

St. Peterfourgh, Dec. 9. A courier from 
Prince Potemkin has brought the news 
of the capture of the ifland of Barazen, 
fituated at a {mall diftance from Ocza- 
kow, in which was a garrifon of between 
thice and four hundred, men, twenty 
picces of cannon, and a quantity of 
flour. Avery heavy fall of fnow has pre- 
vented the operations againft Oczakow 
from being continued. 

Perlin, Dec. 14. On the 22th inftant 
died at Schwedt, his Serene Highnels, 
Prince Frederick Henry of Pruflia, Mar- 
grave of Brandenburgh-Schwedt, Here- 
ditarv Stadtholder of the principality of 
Magdeburgh, and Major-General of In- 
fantry in the Pruffian army, in the 79th 
year of his age. 

Carlefruhe, Dec. 18. Accounts are juft 
received of the death of, his Serene High- 
nefs Prince Wiiliam Lewis of Baden 
Dourlach, brother of the reigning Mar- 
grave, Lieatenant-General of the Dutch 
forces, and Governor of Arnheim. 

Utrecht, Dec. 21. On the 8th inftant, 
the Senate refolved to caufe the Minifters, 
and thofe who hold any charge in thie 
city, to take the following oath : 

‘* We promife and {wear to maintain 
and adhere to the conftitution and’ prefent 
form of Government of the city of U- 
trecht, confifting of the High and Sove- 
reign Regency of their noble Mightinefles 
the States of this province, with the charge 
of Stadtholder, Governor, Captain, and 
Admiral General, hereditary in the illuf 
trious Houfe of Orange and Naffau, as 
conferred upon that Houfe by the States in 
the year 1747, and accepted by the prelent 
Lord Stadtholder in 1766, and fince con- 
firmed afrefh in 1767 and in 1788, gua- 
ranteed and declared by the union as aa 
effential point of the conftitution ; to be 
likewife faithful to the Lords Burgomat 
ters and Counfellors of the Senate, alone 
conftituting the legal Magiftracy of this 
city, as they are now chofen and wiit 
be hereafter, by his Serene Highnefs the 
Prince of Orange and Naffau, in his high 
quality of Stadtholder. We  likewife 
will neither do nor attempt any thing, di- 
rely or indire@ily, which may cauie the 
Jeaft change in the regulation refolved oa 
by the High Regency the States of this 
province in the year 1764. 

The oath has already been taken by the 
Profeflors, Miniflers, Roman Catholic 
Prictts, by many who hold employ- 
ments, and others. 

Lower Rhine, Dec. 27. Difmal accounts 
are received fram ail parts of Germany, 
concerning the fudden and fevcre trott. 
Many 
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Many perfons and animals have been 
found frozen to death in the roads, 
which the great fall of {now has render- 
ed impaffable. This age affords no ex- 
aiuple of fo imtenfe a froft as was im 
many places. On the 17th inftant, in 
the mommg of that day, Fahrenheit’s 
thermomicter, at Leipfic, was 97 degrees 
below Zero, which is from tive to feven 
degrees colder tham what it was in the 
winters of 170g and 1740. In the fouthern 
a of Germany, the cold has not been 
io fewere ; the Rhine is frozen over at 
Cologne, and in many places loaded 
waggons and carriages pafs over it. 

Bremen, Dec. ar. Since the firft of this 
month, the weather has been colder than 
was experienced in the year 1749, and 
in 1784. Fahrenheit*s thermometer, on 
the 13th flood at four desrees below 
Zero; on the 15th tt was the fame, but 
en the 6th in the morning st half paft 
feven, it was at twelve degrees, and at half 
pait ten, at fourtcen and a half degrecs 
below Zero. In 1740, there was a contin- 
aation of cold at four degrees below 
Zero,, and im 1784, the feverett cold was 
wenthe 31 of Decentber, wher the therm- 
ometes ttood ateight degrees below Zero, 
but it continued only till ter o’clock. 

Pasts, Jan.2 Hiftory doesnot afford 
us aw cxansple of {o Jong and cold'a win- 
ter as the prevent. ‘he froft began to 
fhew: itfeif omtire 24th of November with 
a Nor*-Ealt wind, and continued in- 
ereafing every day and’ night till the 25th 
of December, when a temporary thaw 
came, which leafed but two days, after 
which the froft returnéd as ftrong as be~ 
fore, andi has continucd ever fince. The 
Seine is frozen: over entirely and more 
ecompleatly than in 1776, and’ the fnow 
from phe 5th to the 6th of December 
was five inclies deep, and remained fo 
till the 16th, when there fell two inches 
and a half more, and omthe 27th it was 
nine inches deep, 

Berlin, Fan. 3. An exprefs arrived this 
morning from Warfaw, with the inteili- 
gence, that Oczakow was taken by ftorm 
om the 27th of lait month. The affault 
was given im confequence of the powder 
magazines of tlic fortrefs having been 
hiown up by a fhell. Six thoufand 
Turks are faid to have been killed, and 
three thoufand made prifoners. The 
lofs of the Ruffians is eftimated at four 
thoufand. 

WEST INDIA INTELLIGENCE, 

St. fago de laVega, OF. 2. On Wedr 
nefday the 3d ult. at half paft three P. 
M. during a very fevere thunder ftorm, 
we are informed, that the houfe of Dr. 
Robertfon, oa Friendfhip Pen, in St. 
Elizabeth's, was nearly deftroyed by a 
flath of lightmny, which fell on the 








South angle of the roof, and ronning 
down a rafter till it reached the wall 
plate, divided into four direétions, one 
of wlrich, in pafling through the pantry, 
melted fome iron and pewter uteniils, fet 
the boards on fire in feveral places, and 
ftruck down three negroes. Anotlier di- 
rection entering the hall, fhivered one of 
the bullet-wood uprights of ten inches 
{quarc, from top to bottom, ftruck the 
Doétor tenfelefs in his chair for feveral 
minutes, and deprived him of his hesr- 
ing, and part of his fight for that afternoon. 
Mrs. Robertfon, and the overfeer, were 
alfo feverely eleétrified, and two negroes 
attending at table were thrown down. 
It then took a direction through the back 
piazza, fplie one of the rafters in pieces, 
and tore out all the nails from top to 
bottom, and pafling through the back- 
door, melted a hole through the edge 
of am iron boiler. Jolt as the Doétor 
began to recover his fenfes, a large piece 
of fire dropped on the table, from the 
roof then on fire, and the houfe muft in- 
evitably have been confamed, had tlere 
not providentially been a very heavy 
fall of rain, which extinguifhed it. The 
loudnefs of vhe explofion exceeded any 
thing im nature that words can exprefs. 
We are happy to add, that the Doétor, 
and all his family, are perfettly reco- 
vered. 

Savanna la Mar, Sept. 23, In one fide 


of the brig Famy, now lying in this - 


harbour, from Africa, was lately found 
the fra@ared horn of a tword-fith,, which 
had darted itfelf with fuch amazing vio~ 
lence, as to penctrate entirely through 
the planks, timbers, and into the ceiling, 
where the Horn remained fixed. The 
piece of the fword was 2g inches broke 
off. The’ fith im ftrugyling to get free, 
had flarted a part of the plank and fhect- 
ing, and with great difficulty it was tliat 
the fragment could be got gut. 
AMERICAN NEWS. 

Newport, OF 16. The following isan 
extra& of a letter from Mr. Benediét, of 
Lebanon, to the Rev. Prefident Stiles, 
of Yale College, giving am account of 
a remarkable change in the complexion 
of an Indian. 

‘¢ This Indian is about forty years of 
age; he calls himfelf by the name of 
Samuel Adams, and was born at Fram- 
mington in the State of Conneticut ; heis 
tall and’ well made, his hair is longand 
coarfe, and of the pure Indian black, but 
grows out of a fkin as white as a lily. 
He tells me that he began to whiten 
about two years before I faw him, which 
was in July 1786; the white firft ap- 
peared upon his breaft, and gradually 
{pread from thence. I carefully examin- 
cd him, and found him to be entirely 
white, 
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white, excepting the prominent parts of 
his face, viz. his forehead, check bones, 
ynofe, and about his chin, which were 
of the pure Indian colour, and I think 
darker than common for that nation ; the 
colors in his face did not form a fhade 
by running into each other, but were 
both of them entire to the very line of 
contaét, and exhibited a very grotefque 
appearance. His arms were white, but 
his hands were pyed, and his fingers of 
the natural Indian color; it was the fame 
with his feet as with his hands, they were 
interfperfed with the natural tawney ; 
his toes were black, but his legs and 
thighs are wholly white: what is worthy 
of obfervation is, that the white is per- 
fe€tly natural, and very fair for an Eng- 
lifhman. I compared him with fourteen 
or fifteen perfons who were at my houfe, 
of both fexes, and he was vifibly the fair- 
eft: he told me, that he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted ftate of health both before and 
fince he began to whiten. He appears 

leafed with his tranfmutation ; but, alas! 
he is ftill Indian enough to difregard his 
promife, and to intoxicate himfelf with 
{pirits. By information of others, who 
have feen him fince thefe obfervations 
were made the remaining black ftill con- 
tinues to difap ear, 

COUNTRY NEWS. 

York, Dec. 30.00 Tuefday laft between 
the hours of five and fix in the morning 
a moft inhuman murder was committed 
on the body of John Matthewman, a 
faithful fervant {aged upwards of 60) to 
Mr. Beetfon, tanner, of Hollingthorp, 
near Sheffield. He had left his own houfe, 
and was going to his mafter’s to fetch 
his horfe, in order to proceed to Leeds 
market to buy hides. When found, his 
head was beaten in a manner too fhock- 
ing for defcription, and it is fuppofed a 
club that was found near him was ufed 
for the purpofe. There is yet no fuf- 
picion of the perpetrator of this horrid 
deed. 

Bath, Fan,2. This morning as two 
yours gentlemen, fons of Mr. Rogers, in 

eft-gate Buildings, were fkaiting onthe 
Avon, the ice fuddenly giving way, they 
both dropped in, and remained an hour 
and a.quarter under water. 

Another young gentleman Who was 
with them went to their affiftance, but the 
ice broke under him likewife. He kept 
himfelf afloat for half an-hour, holding by 
theice, while an old man, who was the 
only witnefs of this melancholy accident, 
went for arope, and called more help. But 
on his return, the rope was found too fhort, 


and the unfortunate youth being much ex- . 


haufted, relinquifhed his hold .and difap- 
peared. 

About half an hour afterwards, the ice 
was broke, and with the aid of a boat, 
Vol. II, 
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the three bodies were recovered, and car- 
ried to a neighbouring houie, where 
every means are ufing to reftore them to 
life, but it is feared they will prove futile. 

The fcene of this misfortune is about a 
quarter of a mile weftward of Bath, 
where a {pring rifes in the middle of the 
river, and where the ice was not an inch 
thick, 

Wednefday a gentleman of the name of 
Lloyd, dropped down at the New Rooms, 
while the waiter was bringing his great 
coat, and inftantly expired. 

Lridgewater, Fan. 4, Yefterday our 
river was completely frozen over, and to- 
day moft of ourtowns-people were upon 
it. Several booths were erected, plenti~ 
fully furnifhed with gingerbread, gin, ale, 
&c. to regale the fkaiters, who were very 
numerous. The people were much de- 
lighted with the novelty of the thing, as 
the river had never been known to be 
frozen over before. No accident happen- 
ed till about one o’clock in the afternoon, 
when it was intimated all over the town, 
that a man who had come with a bear 
from Taunton, was to have him baited on 
the ice, in order to pleafe the populace. 
In a moment the ice was covered with 
people, and fome diverfion was had by 
the bear’s driving the dogs from him; but 

at laft one dog having feized Bruin by the 
throat, the people preffed to the fpot ta 
{ee the iffue of it ; upon which the ice gave 
way, and the keeper of the bear with his 
beaft, the dogs, and moft of the people 
fell into the river. Every thing was im 
confufion. Thofe inthe river were ftrug~ 
gling to get out, and in endeavoring pul- 
led others in—even thofe who were affift- 
ing them. It luckily happened to be in 
a part of the river that was not the deep- 
eft,and fortunately no material accident 
happened, 

Lewes, Jan.12,. At nep-tide, on Mon- 
day lait, was taken alive, by fome men on 
the Beach, under the Three Charles’s, 
near Eaft-Bourn, as it was making its 
way to the water, a feal, or fea-calf. It 
is fuppofed the animal was fleeping when 
the tide left it, as it appeared to be in that 
flate when the men firit difcovered it, and 
awoke on their nigh approach, when it 
made ftrong efforts to attain its. chief eles 
ment, the ocean, which the men, with 
fome difficulty prevented, until they had 
fecured itina manner that enabled them 
to take it out of fight of the water, when 
It app@red more reconciled to its fitu- 
ation. It lived till Friday night without 
fuftenance, when a quantity of falt being 
put into its mouth, it afterwards took food, 
and has. now the appearance of being 
‘healthy and ftrong. It was exhibited te 
view here on Saturday, 

Port/mouth, Fan. 18. Yefterday after~ 
noon ended the Court Marfbal on Lieu- 

h tens 
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tenant Thacary, ofthe Thorn floop, for 
abufe to his Captain, which began on 
Thurfday, when the charge being 
clearly proved, he was broke, and recom- 
panne E a ferve on board any of his ma- 


jefty’s thips the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Admiralty may think proper, as a 
midfhipman. 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES, 


Jan. 1, On Monday fe’ennight an in- 
quifition was taken at Affendon-crofs, 
near Henley-upon-Thames, before Mr. 
Johnfon, of Benfon, Coroner for the 
county of Oxford, on the body of a per- 
fon about twenty-two years of age, who 
had gone out as ufual to his work in the 
woods on the Friday preceding, without 
returning at night : which fomuch alarm- 
ed the family, that next morning his fa- 
ther went in fearch of the young man, 
whom he found fufpended in his garter, 
on the bough of a tree, and quite dead. 
No reafon whatfoever could be afligned 
why the deceafed fhould be guilty of this 
rafh a¢tion, and not the leaft degree of in- 
fanity being proved, the jury returned 
their verdié felf-murder; whereupon 
the body was ordered to be buried in the 
public highway, 

3. Lait Saturday morning, at two 
o'clock, a poor woman, with her throat 
cut, was found by the watchmen at the 
gate of General Conway. Though her 
wind-pipe was nearly divided, and the 
had loft much blood, yet fhe appeared de- 
prived of life more from the bitter fharp- 
nefs of the night than from the effcéts of 
her wound ; for by the time fhe was ten 
minutes in the houfe, her languid pulfe 
and breathing returned. She afterwards 
declared that from poverty fhe herfelf did 
the deed witha 1azor, which was found 
nearthe place, but that fhe was forry 
for what fhe done. The wound was few- 
ed up by Mr. Potts, furgeon, in Pall- 
Mal!, towhole houfe the was carried by 
the watchmen; fhe then took fome warm 
wine, and was by the €onftable of the 
night taken to the workhoufe of St. 
gee parifh. Her name is Elizabeth 

olion, of Chefterfield-ftreet, Marybone, 
and fhe is between 50 and 60 years of 
age. 

3- Laft Friday evening, about fix 
6’clock, a perfon of gentecl appearance, 
tall, of a {warthy complexion, about 25 
years of age, having ona blue furtout coat 
with a red collar, buckfkin breeches, 
boots, anda round hat, went into a mu- 
fick thep in Gerrard-ftreet, Soho, under 
pretence of buyinga piano-forte, and ob- 
tained two guineas on a draft for 20 gui- 
acas on Neff. Anderfon, Gladwell, 
Hodges, and Co’s, bank; aad ordered 
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the inftrument to be fent next day, at 
twelve o’clock, toa falfe direétion. On 
prefenting the draft for payment it was 
refufed, not being a good one. 

6. A remarkable irftance of the power 
of confcience has occurred within thefe 
few days. The Secretary of the Sun Fire- 
office received a letter, written ina fo- 
reign hand, inclofing a bank note of 100). 
which the writer of the letter defired 
fhould be carried to the account of the 
office, and acknowledged in the Public 
Advertifer, fome day the firft week of Ja- 
nuary, which was accordingly done. 
There is no other way of accounting for 
this, but from the remorfe of fome per- 
fon who had defrauded that inftitution. 

A moft extraordinary and almoft in- 
credible undertaking has not long fince 
excited great curiofity in the learned 
world, and that is, the {cheme ofa na- 
tive of America to travel thence to the 
eaftward principally by land. This gen- 
tleman was encouraged by liberal fub- 
{criptions, and particularly by one from 
the worthy Prefident of the Royal Society, 
Sir J. Banks. His intention was to go 
through Siberia, and to crofs over from 
Kamfkatcha to Nontka Sound, and to 
penetrate from thence to Philadelphia. A 
letter was received from him laft {pring 
from Tobolfki, in Siberia; to which 
_ he had proceeded fo far in this 
urprifing and romantic undertaking. 

8 Wednefday afternoon Meflrs. Jea- 
lous, Carpmeal, Townfend, and Shal- 
lard, four officers belonging to the Pub- 
liceofhce, Bow-ftreet, went by the di- 
rection of Sir Sampfon Wright, toa houfe 
near Execution-dock, where they fecured 
in a two-pair-of-ftairs-room, in company 
with his wife and child, Jacob Canter, 
alias Richter, alias Rode, alias Benjamin, 
charged on fufpicion of being the perfon 
fome time fince advertifed as having paffed 
forged notes to a very great amount upon 
Biddulph, Cocks, and Co, Charing- 
crofs; Prefcot, Grotes, and Co. Thread 
necdlesftreet; and Meffrs, Langford’s, 
Bank-buildings ; and for the apprehend- 
ing of whom a reward of 2eol. was offered. 

He underwent a lorig examination be- 
fore Sir S. Wright on Wednefday night, 
when Meffrs. Cocks and other Bankers at« 
tended, as did Mr. Jones, of Cockfpur- 
fireect ; upon whom one of the forgerics 
was committed, amounting to five hun- 
dred pounds, 

The prifoner was committed to Tothil]- 
fields Bridewell. 

Yefterday at one o’élock a full meeting 
was held at the London Tavern of ban- 
kers, merchants and traders of London, 
when an addrefs was voted to Mr. Pitt and 
the majority of the Houle of Commons, 
for their fupport of the conftituuon. 

10, Friday night a mof daring rob- 

bery 











bery was committed at a filverfmith’s, in 
Covent-garden piazza, by a young man 
of very genteel appearance, He went into 
the fhop, under pretence of wanting a key 
for a handfome gold watch which he 
pulled out of his pocket. The mittrefs, 
not readily finding a key to fit, took a 
gold watch hanging in the window, to 
take the key from that ; which the had 
no fooner laid on the counter, than he fe- 
cured his own watchf and {fnatching up 
the other, ran out of the fhop. But the 
purfuit being fo immediate, he ftood up 
againft the outfide of one of the pillars, 
from which he was taken with the pro- 
perty on him, and fecured. 

13. The following tragical pi€ture pre- 
fented itfelf to the view of two humane 
gentlemen of Stockwell Place, who had 
made a colleétion fur the poor of that 
neighbourhood. On entering the wretch- 
ed habitation of a poor labourer, they 
found his wife jutt delivered of a fon, 
after having been eight days in labour, 
fix of which fhe was without any proper 
afliftance ; beftdes the new-borne babe, 
they found im the room four others, two 
ot whom were foliciting their wretched 
parent for food, and the other two lying 
dead, evidently ttarved. 

The fcene upon the Thames exempli- 
fies the promptitude with which the people 
of this country feize on every occafion 
of profitable trafic, No fooner had the 
Thames acquired a fufficient confiftency, 
than booths, turn-abouts, &c¢. &c. were 
erected ; the puppet fhews, wild beatts, 
&c, were tranfported from every adja- 
cent village; while the watermen, that 
they might draw their ufual refources 
from the water, broke the ice clofe to 
the fhore, and ereéted bridges, with toll 
bars, to make every pallenger pay a 
half-penny for getting tothe ice. One of 
the futtling booths has for its fign, ** Beer, 
“ wine, and fpirituous liquors, without 
“ a licence.” A man who fells hot 
gingerbread has a board, on which is 
written ‘* No fhop tax nor window 
**-duty.’”’ All the adventurers contend 
in thefe fhort attra€tive fentences for the 
preference of the company, and the 
Thames is generally crouded. 

15. Yefterday a man waskilled on Lon- 
don-Bridge by the falling of fome of the 
ftone balluftrades, occafioned by two 
veffels driving through, which had broke 
fromtheir moorings at Horfleydown, by 
the ice cutting their cables. Both veilels 
had their mafts carried away, and drove 
through the bridge as far as Three-Crane- 
Stairs, where they were flopped. 

15. The following extraordinary cir- 
cumftance happened to one of the Nor- 
wich coaches on Tuefday laft.—About two 
o’clock inthe afternoon it came into Nor- 
wich with fix horfes and a poftilion, and 
had got fome way into thé town, before 

was obferved that there was no coach- 
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makes the incident the more remarkable 
is, that though there were paifengers in 
the coach, neither they nor the poftilion 
fhould mifs him, and that the horfes 
fhould turn at the corners, which are ra- 
ther intricate, fafe without him. 


yefterday, when a motion was made to 
return the thanks of the city to his Roya! 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales for his very 
feafonable and munificent grant of 1000]. 
towards relieving the neceflities of the 
poor, This motion was made by mr. 
Samuel Thorpe, and being duly fecond- 
ed, aconverfation arofe in which mr. 
Birch moved an amendment; that the 
thanks fhould alfo be given to his majefty 
forthe frequent bounty which had beey 
extended by him for the fame humatie 
purrofe, and to congratulate the~Prince 
on his treading in the fteps of his father. 


debate, as being founded in an error of 
the groffeft kind. The annual bounty ef 
the Sovereign did not come from the privy 
purfe of the Sovereign, but from the civil 
lift, and made a part of the annual grant of 
the nation for that eflablifhment; whereas 
the prefent ntagnificent bounty came from 
the purfe of the Prince, and would not 
even prevert the comman fum from being 
paid into the city chamber as foon as the 
Government was happily fettled. This 
was clearly explained by mr, Recorder, 
mr, Alderman Skinner, mr. Alderman 
Wilkes, and others, on the one fide.— 
The fpeakers on the other fide were, mr. 
Alderman Watfon, mr. Le mefuner, mr. 
Birch, mr. merry, and others —mr. Birch 
at length withdrew.-his motion, and the 
vote of thanks paffed unanimoufly, and 
was ordered to be prefented by the Re- 
corder. 


be paid out of the city chamber towards 
the relief of the poor. 


ing melancholy difaiter happened at Roth- 
crhite in confequence of the froft. The 
captain of a veflel lying off Rotherhithe, 
fearing the mifhap that might arife from 
the ice cutting his fhip’s cables, made an 
agreement with a publican on fhore for 
fattening a cable to his premifes ; in con- 
K 2 fequence 








































man on the box. The boy was accord- 
ingly called to, to know where the coach- 
man was; he immed ately ftopped, and 
replied, that he had feen him about two 
miles from Norwich, and took it for 
granted that he was on the box. . Proper 
perfons were immediately fent to look 
after him, and he was found about a mile 
from the city with a wound in his head, 
and frozen quite fliff, Hewes taken to 
the hofpital, but it was a confiderable 
time before he came to himifeilf. His legs 
and thighs were fo much frolt-bitten, that 
his recovery is exceedingly doubtful. He 
has a wife and feven children, and what 


A Court of Common Council was held 


This amendment gave rife toa warm 


It was then refolved, that 15001. fhould 


4. Saturday morning early the follow- 
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fequence a fmall anchor "was carried on 
fhore and depofited in the cellar, while 
another cable was faftened round a beam 
in another part of the houfe, In the 
night the fhip veered about, and being 
driven by the large cakes of ice, the ca- 
bles holding faft, carried away the beam 
of the houfe and levelled it with the 
ground, by which accident five’ perions 
afleep in their beds were killed, 

On Saturday laft 1g men brought a 
waggon witha ton of coals from Lough- 
borough, in Leicefterfhire, to Carlton- 
houfe, .asa prefent to his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince of Wales. As foon as they 
were emptied into the cellar, Mr. Weltjic, 
clerk of the cellars, gave them four gui- 
neas, and as foon as the Prince: was in- 
furmed of it, his Highnefs fent them 20 
guineas, and ordered them a pot of beer 
each man. They performed their jour- 
ney, which is 111 miles, in 11 days, and 
drew it all the way without any relict. 

20. A very affeGting cafe occurred at 
the Old Bailey on Saturday. +— Patrick 
M‘Donald, a miferable poor lad, was ine 
dicted for ftealing a cloth jacket, value 
fourteen fhillings. 

The evidence was quite clear ; but the 
poor fellow urged in his defence that he 
came over from America, and arriving 
in London, the fhip returned without 
him, aud he was lett entirely deftitute, 
and that hunger compelled him to com- 
mit the theft. 

One of the jury afked him if he had cat 
any thing that day, to which he anfwer- 
ed, * No, Sir, nor a bit the day before 
either ;”’ he then burft into tears, which 
had fuch an effeét, that the theriff brought 
him fome filver, and the Jury, before 
they gave in their verdiét, gave hima 
fhilling each; they then afked the bench 
whether fuch hunger could poflibly plead 
his excufe in a court of juftice. 

The learned Judge fympathized very 
pathetically with the Jury, but was 
bound, hefaid, to inform them, that no 
diftrefs whatever could, in the eye of the 
law, excufe the prifoner’s offence. The 
Jury then found him—Guilty. 

The Judge then ordered, that when the 
boy fhould beable to find any perfon who 
would take care of him, he fhould be de- 
livered up without punifhment. 

While this child of poverty and wretch- 
ednefs was withdrawing, fhillings from 
all parts of the court and gallery were 
thrown to him, which made the amount 
confiderable. 

Yefterday morning, at eight o’clock, 
William Woodcock and Cornelius Carty 
‘were conveyed ina cart from Newgate to 
the middle of the Old Bailey, where a 
temporary gallows was ercéed ; and af- 
terthe ufual time fpent in prayer, they 
were launched into eternity, amidft an 
amazing concourfe of people, They be- 
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haved in amanner becoming their unhap- 
py fituation, and Cornelius Carty took a 
very affe&tionate farewell of his wife and 
daugttter. Soon after nine they were cut 
down, when the body of Cornelius Carty 
was put into a cart and taken to the place 
where he committed the horrid crime for 
which he fuffered, where it is to be 
hung in chains, and the body of William 
Woodcock was taken to Surgeon’s-hall for 
diffeétion. 

Yefterday the Seffion ended at the Old 
Bailey, when 18 conviéts received judg- 
ment of death; one ordered to be 
tranfported ; nine to be imprifoned and 
kept to hard labor in the houfe of correc 
tion; cight tobe whipped; and 25 dif- 
charged by proclamation. 

On Wednefday evening about eight 
o’clock, a perfon calling himfelf Captain 
Walton, called at the houfe of Meffrs. 
Dyde and Scribe, in Pall-Mall, atid pur- 
chafed goods to the amount of 14]. and 
prefented a‘ bill for 25 guineas on 
Meffrs Drummond and Co, and requefled 
the change. The bill was taken to Mr. 
Dyde, who, fufpeéing it to be a bad one, 
fenta perfon to Meffrs. Drummond’s to 
enquire ; and was informed that it was 
a forgery. During the time the meffen- 
ger was gone to meffrs. Drummond’s, 
Captain Walton left Dyde’s, and defired 
the things might be fent to him at the 
Bath Hotel in Arlington ftreet. To which 
place Mr. Dyde fent the goods, and fol- 
lowed himfelf with a conftable He 
found Captain Walton in the paffage ; 
who, on feeing Mr. Dyde, immediately 
ran out of the houfe into Piccadilly, and 
from thence he was purfued into St, 
James’s ftreet, and there taken, and con- 
veyed to Juftice Hyde’s, who committed 
him to Tothillfields. When atthe Juftice’s, 
he faid the bill was given to him by a 
mr. Drummond, whom he had been ace 
quainted with when abroad ; called him- 
{elf William Gordon, and faid he was a 
native of Scotland, and aman of family. 
He will be brought up for examination 
again this day. He is a tall, gentecl- 
looking man, about forty years of age, 
and {peaks remarkable good French. 

Yefterday the ice broke at Rotherhithe, 
and four menand a woman were drowned 
before any affifance could be got. 

Marriep. Jan. ift, On Sunday the 
14th inft, was married at the Duke of Dor- 
fet’s at Paris, Thomas Welth, Efq. to Mifs 
Ann Maling. 

At St. Margaret’s, Weftminfter, John 
Dobfon, Efg. to Mifs C. Wake, fourth 
daughter of the Rev. Dr, Wake, Preben- 
dary of Weftminfter. 

At St. Olive’s, Hart-ftreet, Mr. William 
Robbins, upholfterer, of Snow-hill, to Mifs 
Bettefworth, of Crutched- friars. 

The Rev, William Sadler, of Great Horf- 
ley, in Effex, to Mifs Sarah Stebbing, fecond 
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daughter of the late Rev. Titus Stebbing, 
Rector of Woodbridge Hatketon, and Vicar 
of Tattingftone. 

At Alhallows, London-wall, Mr. James 
Silver, furgeon, of Margate, to Mifs Pool, of 
Camomile-ftreet, 

At Edinburgh, Patrick Smith, Efq; late 
captain of the gth regiment of dragoons, to 
Mifs Elizabeth Dyfert, daughter of the de- 
geafed Mr, Sandilands Dytert, Minifter at 
Eccles. 

At Briftol, Thomas Daniel, jun. Efq ; 
merchant, to Mifs Cave, only daughter of 
John Cave, Efq. 

At Marlborough, Mr. E. Williams, book- 
feller, in the Strand, to Mifs Neate, eldeft 
daughter of the lage Mr, Robert Neate, of 
Salthrop, in Wilts, 

George Talbot, Efq ; eldeft fon of the late 
Hon, and Rev. Dr, Talbot, of Barton, in 
Gloucefterfhire, to Mifs Charlotte Drake, 
youngeft daughter of the late Rev. Dr. 
Drake, of Amertham. 

At Caverfham, in Oxfordfhire, Mr. Tho- 
mas Wood, of Abchurch-lane, to Mifs Lydia 
Milward, of Cayerfham Hill. 

At Ruthin, Denbighthire, Mr, Bull, 
furgeon, Oxford, to Mifs Hughes, of Ruthin, 

At Drax, Charles Blois, Efq; eldett fon 
of Sir John Blois, Bart, of Cockfield-hall, in 
Suffolk, to Mifs Clara Price, daughter of 

ocelyn Price, Efg; of Camblesforth, in 

orkthire, 

Mr. Charles Danvers, of Broad-ftreet, to 
Mifs Tueth, of Coleman-ftreet. 

At Brecon, the Rev. Dr. Allen, Reétor 
of Littleton, in Middlefex, to Mifs Davies, 
of Brecon. 

At Otley, in Yorkfhire, Mr, }. Jalland, 
of Mansfield, to Mifs Mary Middleton, 
daughter of Bofwell Middleton, Efq; of 
Boroughbridge, 

At Blockley, Worcefterfhire, Mr, Thomas 
Figgars, of Wantage, Berks, to Mifs Hannah 
Peyton, of that place. 

At Catterwick, John Wright, jun. Efq; 
of Kelvedon-hail, in Effex, to Mifs Eliza 
Lawfon, youngeft daughter of Sir John Law- 
fon, of Brough-hall, in the county of York. 

The Rev. Mr, Price, Reétor of Kneb- 
worth, Herts, to Mifs Grove, of Leicefter- 
fields, 

Francis Henry Criften, Efq; of Amene 
Corner, to Mifs Coumbe of the fame place, 

At the Earl of Abingdon’s houfe, in Up- 
per Brook-ftreet, by {pecial licence, Major 
Gage, fon to General Gage, and apparent 
heir to Lord Gage, to Mifs Skinner, daugh- 
ter to the late General Skinner, and niece to 
the Countefs of Abingdon and [Lady South- 
ampton. 

Mr. James Bing, of John-ftreet, Berkley- 
fquare, wine-merchant, to Mifs Margaret 

den, youngeft daughter of the late Mr, 
Ogden, of Chetter, 

George Gregory, Efq, of his Majefty’s 
Fist Regiment of Life Gyards, to Mifs 
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King, daughter of mr. Thomas King, of 
King-ftreet, Covent Garden. 

major Stoughton, of the Kingdom of Ire- 
Jand, to Mrs. Hanbury, Widow of the late 
John Hanbury, Efg. member for the County 
of monmouth, 

At St. Bride’s, the Rev. John Calder, 
D.D. of Furnivals Inn, to mifs Green, 
of Croydon. 

At Wimbledon, Surry, Edward Hales, 
Efq. only fon of Sir Edward Hales, of Hale’s~ 
place, in the county of Kent, Bart. to Mifs 
Lucy Darell, daughter of Henry Darell, of 
Cale-Hill, in the fame county, Efq. 

At Great Waltham, in Effex, Marg 
Currie, Efg. of Duke-ftreet, Bloomfbury, 
to mifs Eliza Clofe, daughter of the late 
John Clofe, Efq .of Eafby Houfe, Yorkfhire. 

At Eglwysfach, Denbighfhire, William 
John Lenthal, Efq. of Beifelflicgh, Berks, 
to mifs Kyffin, eldeft daughter of the late 
Sir Thomas Kyffin, of Maynan, in Car- 
narvoufhire, 

At St. Andrews, Holborn,’ John Scott, 
Efq. of Hadham-hall, in the county of 
Herts, to Mifs Eliza Hudfon, daughter of 
Thomas Hudfon, Efq, of Gray’s Inn, 

At Rofs, in Herefordthire, Mr. Richard 
Bailey, aged 24, to Mrs. Mary Roberts, 
aged 79. What is remarkable, Mr. Bailey 
had buried but a week before a wife aged 93. 

At the Parifh Church of St. Mary Wool- 
north, Lombard-ftreet, Joka Jofiah Hole 
ford, Efg. of Lifbon, to Mifs Jackfon, 
daughter of Charles Jackfon, Efg, Comp- 
troller of the Foreign Poft Office. 

Jobn Bradbury, Efq. of the Secretary of 
State’s Office, to Mifs Selby, of Barming, in 
Kent. 

At St. Giles’s Church, John Henley, Efq. 
of Southampton-row, Bloom{bury, only fon 
of the late Judge Henley, of America, to 
Mifs Anna Maria Stanton, of John. fixeet, 
Tottenham-court-road, a 

At Seven Oaks, in Kent, the Rev. Sack- 
ville Bale, Rector of Wittingham, in Suffex, 
to Mifs Alicia Otway, daughter of the late 
Francis Otway, Efq. 

At St, Martin’s in the Fields, Mr, Ree 
berts, of Long-acre, to Mifs Mudge. 

DIED. Dec. 27, In the ninety-fifth 
year of his age, at his apartments in Chel- 
fea College, Dr. Meffenger Monfey, a 
gentleman generally known as a man of 
genius and literature, 

He was in intimacy with fomeof the 
fir charaG&ers who have been diftinguifh, 
ed by ability for the greater part of the 
prefent century, 

For aconfiderable time he was Family 
Phyfieian to the late Earl of Godolphin, 
and Phyfician to Chelfea College. 

He was a man of yery extraordinary ta- 
lents, and of a fingular turn of mind, pof- 
feffing a high degree of ready humour and 
power of repartee, which he indulged in 
general without refpeé of perfons, but 
alwa:§ 





always with ftrofg marks of good fenfe 
and knowledge of mankind. 

_ His charaéter, without any folicitude for 
imitation, but purfuing the natural bent of 
his humour, -bore a ftriking refemblance 
to that of the celebrated Dean Switt. 

Though generally ;fufpeted of avarice, 
-he imreality had a very humane and friend- 
ly heart, which was always open to the 
appeals of diftrefs, or unproteéted genius. 

The fingular caft of his mind is vilible in 
his will,. by. which he has dire&ted that his 
body fhall not fufter any funeral ceremony, 
but undergo diffeétion; after which, the 
** remainder of his carcafe}(to ufe his own 
expreflion) may be put into a hole, or 
<¢rammed: into a box with holes, and 
thrown into the Thames, at the pleafure 
“of the Surgeon. 

Dr. monfey was acquainted with Prior, 
the poet, andin the clofeft friendfhip with 
the celebrated Pulteney, and the late Earl 
of Cheiterfield, in whofe famous colleétion 
of letters to his fon are contained fome to 
Dr. Monfey, 

This gentleman, amongit many ftriking 
gualities, poffeffled an uncommon {kill in 
relating anecdotes, of which he poffeffed a 
fingular abundance, and which-he detailed 
with the happicit effeét. 

He retained his faculties in great perfec- 
tion to the laft, and died without any pain 
or inqui:tude, 

Jan. aft. At his houfe in Lin- 
coln’s-inn-Fields, the Right Hon. Flet- 
cher Norton, Lord Grantley, a Lord of 
Trade and Plantations, Chief Juftice in 
Eyre of his Majefty’s Forefts South of 
Trent, Recorder of Guildford, inSurrey, 
ene of his Majefty’s Molt Hon. PrivyCoun- 
cil, and LL.D. His Lordfhip had for- 
merly been his Majeftv’s Attorney Gene- 
ral, and feveral years Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons. He is tucceeded 
in title and eftates by his eldeft fon Wil- 
liam, now Member of Parliament for the 
county of Surrey. 

Ather houfe at Stoke Newington, Mrs. 
Weft, in the 83d year of her age. 

At Iflington, after a lingering illnefs, 
Samuel Bolton, Efq. in the 78th year of 
his age. ‘ 

At her houfe in Hertford-ftreet, the 
Right Hon. Lady Archer. 

At Straley, in the county of Carmar- 
then, Sir Edward Manfel, . Bart. 

At his brother’s houfe in the Tything, 
Worcefter, Capt. John Scudder. 

At Swanfea, Mr. Gabriel Powell, At- 
torney at Law, Steward to the Duke of 
Beaufort. 

At his houfe in York,after a fhort a ill- 
nefs, Timothy Mortimer, Efq; an attorney 
of great eminence, extenfive practice, 

and univerfal good charaéter. 

At Lawrenny, in the county of Pem- 


broke, Mrs. Barlow, rolié of Hugh Bar- 
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low, Efq; by whofe death a confiderable 
eftate, inthe faid county, devolves to Hugh 
Owen, Efg; Member of Parliament for the 
Borough of Pembroke. ~~ 

At Banktop, near Barnfley, Richard 
Fenton, Efq; Clerk of the Peace for the 
Wett-Riding of Yorkfhire. On Sunday, 
at Lambeth, Capt. Nelfon, aged 94, for- 
merly in the Leghorn trade. On the 21ft 
ult. at Ham’common, in Surrey, Frances 
Marchionefs Dowager of Tweedale. At 
Wing, Rutlandthire, George Oliver, Efq; 
Captain and Adjutant in the Royal South 
regiment of Lincolnthire militia. At his 
houfe, in church-row, Newington-butts, 
Mr. Thomas Clark, Attorney at Law, 
aged 44ycars At his clgambers in Gray’s- 
Inn, the Hon. John Scott (only brother to 
the Earl of Deloraine, Counfellorat Law, 
and one of the Commiffioners of Bank- 
rupts. At morton, in the parifh of Gain- 
fborough, mrs. Atkinfon, aged 88, widow 
of Bernard Atkinfon, Efq. At his lodg- 
ings in Great marlberough-ftreet, the 
Rev. mr. Logan, late minifler of South 
Leith. At his houfe at York, John 
Fenwick, Efq. many years Riding Survey- 
or of the Pedlars office. 

4. Wilham Fauquier, Efq. F. R. S. one 
of the Direétors of the South Sea Com- 


pany. 

At Walworth, Mrs. Hannah Bennet. 

g. Mr. Samuel Slade, hopfa¢tor, Three- 
Crown-court Southwark. 

At Kenfington Gravel-pits, Mr. John 


Hall, fen. of Hamilton-{ftreet, Hyde-park, 
Riding Matter. 

At her houfe in Mortimer ftreet, Ca- 
vendifh fquare, Mrs. Batefon. 

After a long illnefs, Sir Robert Ber- 
nard, Bart. at his feat at Brampton near 
Huntingdon. 

12, At Brook-Green, Hammerfmith, 
Mrs Bell, wife of Mr. Bell. 

At Bafingftoke, Hants, Mr. Charles 
Dredge. 

14. At Prefton, in Lancafhire, Edward 
Gore, jun. Efq. Senior Cornet of the firft 
royal regiment of Dragoon guards. He 
was the third fon of Edward Gore, Efq. of 
Kiddington,. in the county of Oxford, “4 
Dame Barbara Moffyn, fole daughter an 
heir of Sir George Browne, Bart. who 
was defcended in a direét line from the 
Marquis of Montacute, of Montacute, in 
the county of Somerfet. SirGeorgeBrowne 
married the Right Hon. Lady Barbara 
Lee, fourth daughter of the firft Earl of 
Litchfield, by Lady Charlotte Fitzroy, 
natural daughter of King Chales II. by 
Barbara, Duchefs of Cleveland. 

At Wefton, in the 87th year of his 
age, Cann Wilkings, Efg. the oldeft ma- 
giftrate in the county of Somerfet; hav- 
ing a&ted in the eommiflion of the peace 
near 60 years. 

At Clifton, full of years, Lady Black- 


wood 
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wood, reli of the late Sir Robert 
Blackwood, of the kingdom of Ireland, 
Bart. 
In 
baker. ‘ 
22. At his houfe at Kew, Jeremiah 
meyer, Efq, the moft celebrated miniature 
painter in this country; and whofe private 
virtues make his lofs irreparable to his fa- 
mily and connections, Asan artift, his own 
works will make him immortal. His friend 
Hayley, the poet, has celebrated him in the 
following elegant lines. 
Yet one fhort paufe, ye powers of verfe allow, 
To cull a myrtle leaf for Meyer’s brow ! 
Tho’ fmall its field, thy pencil may prefume 
To afk a wreath where flowers immortal 
bloom. 
As Nature’s felf, in all her pi€tures fair, 
Colours her infect works with niceft care, 
Nor better forms, to pleafe the curious eye, 
The fpotted leopard, than the gilded fly ; 
So thy fine pencil, io its narrow {pace, 
Pours the full portion of uninjured grace, 
And portraits, true to Nature’s larger line, 
Boatt not an air more exquifite than thine. 
Soft Beauty’s charms thy happieft works ex- 
prefs, 
Beauty thy model and thy patronefs, 
For her thy care has to perfection brought 
‘Th’ uncertain toil, with anxious trouble 
fraught, 
Thy colour’d chryftal, at her fond defire, 
-Draws deathlefs luftre from the dang’rous 
fire, 


Fetter-lane, Mr. Chamberlain, 


And, pleas’d to gaze on its immortal charm, 

She binds thy bracelet on her fnowy arm. 
26, In the 84th year of her age, Mrs. 

Hannah Oldmixon, of Newland, Gloucefter- 


fhire. This lady was daughter of John Old- 
mixon, of Oldmixon, in the county of So- 
merfet, the renowned antagonift of Pope, 
and the great Whig hiftorian of the laft 
century. 

BANKRWPTS. Richard Weatherill, 
of Clipftone-ftreet, in the parifh of St. 
Mary-le-bone, Middlefex, _victualler. 
Richard Mitchell, late of Keynfham, 
Somerfethhire, merchant. Samuel Pun- 
ficld, late of Angel-ftreet, St. Martin’s- 
le-grand, London, but now of Birming- 
hant, Warwickhhire, hardwareman, John 
Balch the Elder, of Clare-market, Middle- 
fex, poulterer. Charles Wakeman, of the 
city-of Briftol, and of the parith of Weft- 
bury upon Trym, Gloucefterfhire, linen 
draper. John Wallace, of the Three Suns, 
New Crane, Shadwell, Middlefex, vic- 
tualler and flopfeller. Edwaid Webfter, 
late of Shcfield, Yorkfhire, haymaker. 
Abraham Wilkinfon, of Strutton Ground, 
within the Liberty of Weftminfter, Mid- 
dlefex, victualler, Jofeph Ruf, of St. 
Catherine's, Middlefex, mathematical in- 
ftrument maker. John Newberry, of 
Upper Mary-le-bone-ftreet, in the parith 
z St. Mary-le-bone, Middlefex, oilman, 

chie Grove, of Crofby-fquare, in the city 


79 
of London, merchant and banker. James 
Webber and William Waftell, now or late 
of White Lion-ftreet, Norton-falgate, 
Middlefex, gauze-dreflers and partners. 
Charles Reddington, of Great Turnttile, 
Holborn, Middlefex, hatter. William 
Owen, of Cornhill, in the city of Lon- 
don, confe&tioner. John Sadlington, late 
of Warwick-court, HoJborn, Middlefex, 
taylor. John Daniel Cailler, Daniel Cail- 
ler, and Charles Frederick Cailler, of the 
city of Exeter, merchants and_ partners. 
George Mafterman, of Selby, Yorkhhire, 
common brewer. William Stroud, of 
Wantage, Berks, dealer and chapman, 
Henry Martin, of the Crefent in the Ms- 
nories, macrchant. Robert Spencer and 
Thomas Pryor, of Rochefter, drapers and 
taylors. jofeph Bennet the Elder, of 
Batley, in Yorkfhire, and John Bennct, of 
Sand Mills, in Yorkfhire, merchants. 
William Nicoll the Elder, of St. Paul’s 
Church Yard, London, bookfeller. Ro- 
bert Moore, of Pudding-lane, in the city 
of London, merchant. Mark Vanderkiftes 
of Croydon, Surry, apothecary, John 
Peters and Alexander Pcters, of the Bo- 
rough of Southwark, Surry, linen drapers 
and partners. Ene Webb, of St. Mar- 
tin’s-court, in the parifh of St. Martin im 
the Fields, Middlefex, hardwareman- 
Adam Duff, of Abchurch-lane, merchant. 
William Leigh, of Manchefter, grocer. 
Francis Carter, of Liverpool, apothecary. 
John Meggit, of . Kingfton-upon-Hull, 
merchant. Emanuel Williams, late of 
St. Thomas, Southwark, Stone-mafon. 
William Eyton, late of St. Michael in 
Bedwardine, Worcefterthire, linen draper. 
Thomas Milner, now or late of Alford, 
Lincolnfhire, fell-monger. John Watfon, 
of Kingfton upon Hull, Taylor. Arch’- 
bald Little, of Draper’s Court, Lothbury, 
dealer and chapman. Charles Lowe, 
Whytel, of Liverpool, Lancafter, grocer. 
William Dodfon, of Wellingborough, 
Northampton, draper. William Kindly, 
of Budge Row, London, cabinet maker 
and upholfterer, John Fownes, of Nor- 
wich Court, Eaft Smithfield, in the parith 
of St. Botolph without. Aldgate, Middle- 
fex, fkinner, John Langford, of Shepherd’s 
market, May Fair, Middlefex, butcher. 
Richard Brown, of Ely Place, Holborn, 
{crivener. David Burn, of Wapping 
High Street, in the parifh of St. John, 
Wapping, Middlefex, fail maker and thip 
builder, Robert Bradley, of Fludyer 
Street, Weftminfter, coal merchant. 
William Porteous, of Cateaton Street, 
London, wholefale haberdahher. John 
Undrell, of Birmingham, Warwickihire, 
and John Gardner, of Bordefley, in the 
parifh of Afton, near Birmingham, wick 
yarn makers and partners, Peter Fitzher- 
bert, of the city of Briftol, failmakerand 
timber merchant. Henry Barrowclough, 
of Maucheficr,, Lancathire, potier-deaier. 
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